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Speciai Meetings.

The head of every counicil may at any
time summon a spécial meeting thereof,
andi it is bis duty to do so, whenever re-
quested in writing by a majority ot the
members et the council. AI[ the mem-
bers are entitied te ho preserit at a special
mteeting, and shouid be netified te attend,
and if practicabie, notified aise of the pur-
poses for whicb the meeting is ca)led.
The omission to notify a mem ber entitled
to be preserit înay be beld te invalidate
ail proceedings at such meeting, and
wbere the purposes for whieh the meeting
is caIled is specified in the notice, there
is, in general, no power te transtact busi-
ness besides that specified.

In the absence or death of the head of
the counicil, a special meeting may be
suntmoned at any time by the zlerk upon
special requisition to him signed by a
majority of the counicil. Where there. is
no by-law ef the coucil fixing the place cf
meeting, any special meeting is required
te, be beld ait the place where the then
last meeting of the council was held.
Ordinary meetings of the counceil are re-
quired te be open to the public, but under~
the authority of section 2 37, Of the Muni-
cipal Act, power is given a counicil te have
spécial nmeetings in private when, lit the
opinion of the counicil, by resolution in
writing, the public interest requires it,

Requisitions for special meetings of
courncils should be carefully worded both
as te the purpose for which the meeting îs
calUed, and the time at whicb meeting.
will be beld. The most insignificant error
xnight render the transactions ef special
meeti.ngs of the council voici. The same
case sbould be taken in wording the
notices et special meetings gîven to mem-,
bers of the counicil.

'l'le Kent county counicit at its recent
session, passed the foliowing resolution:

IlMoved by Messrs. Morrison and White~ that
on accotant of the Blenbeimi public school obtain-
itse se high a standing ai the departinental, art
and leaving examinations, that this councibgrsnt a
goid medal suitabiy enigraved to the school."

Before the motion was voted upon, the
mpver stated that for three years, the
school had ranked first among the public

The year -'893 was mnarked by a general
sanitary revival and the consequence has
been that whiie choiera raged a deadly
warlare in other lands, and found some
victims even in Hamburg, where such
strinigent mieasures had been taken, there
were ver>' few cases on this side cf the
Atlantic;- in tact the whoie countrv was
unusualiy free fromn the class of preventa-
tive diseases. The great danger nov is
that we viii, wbile thus congratulating
ourselves, allow the means of defence te
grov weaker. The fight against disease
mnust he kept up, andi hecause we have
done a goosi work in one year is ne reason
vhy we should be idie the next. The
choiera scare has dene much goosi work
and man>' filtby places bave been changesi
under Hygeia's cleansing glance. This
warfare against pestilence must be con-
tinued, and as the sumtmer inonths are
upon us we must renew eui- efforts.

The special cemmittee of the Ontario
ceunt>' ceunicil appeinted to consider the
advisability et erecting a. bouse of industry,
reportesi that during the iast five years the
total expenditure et the local municipali-
ties in tbe ceunty for indigent purposes,
averaged $5.911, The corîittee have
heen instructesi te prepare andi dis 'tribute
tacts for the electors, andi a vote srill t>e
taken on the question at the next munici-
cipal elections.

We notice that several counicils in pass-
ing by-laws for borrowing mone>' under
the Tii;, Stone andi Tituber Drainage Act,
only provide for the sum of $2,ooo;
this is the smaliest ameunt for which a
by-law can be passed, andi as the expenses
are the samne wbether the by-iaw is for
$2,000 or $10,0oo, the cest to the borrow-
er for the expenses of thet by-iaw, etc.,
would be iess if the counicil would pass
by-laws te borrow the mnaximum amount
et $1o,ooo.

The count>' counicil ef Welland wiii
solicit the co-operation et other ceinties
in petitioning the Ontario Legislature te
amend the Anatomy Act, se tbat the dis-
posai of bodies of inmiates et county
houses ef iiodustry viii bc absolutel>'
under the control of the ceunt>' ceunicils,
and aise for an arnensiment te the Act
respecting coroners, so that its provisions
wiii net apply to inmates dying in houses
et industry.

In repiy te, an enquir>' made b>' the
Elgin count>' ceunicil last year in reférence
te, this matter, the Deput>' Attorney' Gen-
erai gave the teliowing opinion in refer-
ence te inquests on inmates in bouses et
industry :

<Looking at the langusage enipleyed in lcion
3of the Act respecting coroners, R. S. 0., chap.

9Se Ianm inclined to thinkthat. thse provision as to
holding inquests lias reference to prisoners com-

uit an>'

collectors' RoUas.

The préparation ofet liectors' roile, will
during the next tve months, engage the
attention of municipal clerks. Section
IlIl9, et the Assessm eint Act, refers te these
duties. It is ver>' necessary that the weîk
et the clerk inii bis respect shouid be ac-
curate, as the financiai business et the
municipalit>' depends on the payment tif
correct ameunts by the parties liable under
hy-iaws that may have been passed in
accerdance witb the Municipal, Drainageý
andi otixer acts. The tii-st duty o! the
cierk sbould be te enter as much ot the
Assessment toll as is required in the
coliector's roli], and ascertltin the total
assessment et the municipalit>'. This will
be requiresi by the councii in striking the
rate. In townships, clerks viii find it te
their advantage inchecking these additions
te ascertain the valuation et eacb scheoi
section, andi the total valuation et ail the
sections sliould agree with the total et the
assessment roll.

Owing te the difference in the rates itu-
posesi, cierks sheulsi be very careful ini
çheckirig over the valuations of the siffer-
ent echool s ctions in their n.uinicipality
te see that the assebsor hias made ne errors,
andi that the properi>' rightly belonging te
the section is assessesi therein. Te ebtain
a requisîtion ftem trustées in the proper
lime, it is asivisable te sensi eacb secre-
tary-lreasurer a circular or letter giving
the valuation et bis scbool section as il
appears on the assessmenî ioll for the
year andi num ber et childi-en between five
and twenty-ene, as shewn, by the assess-
mient, andi as required by section 2, of thé
Assesmnent Amendment -Act, 1893, andi
enclose a blank toi-m ef réquisition te bc
filled in, signed b>' the trustees and re-
turned to the clerk on ot before the firbt
day et August. This wouisi insure uni-
fortuit> et requisitions. The circula-
shoulsi aise direct the trustees te enter in
requisitien the full ameunt required by
theni, and the counicil in levying the
echool section rates cani deducî the
amount te be raisesi by ît general public
scbool rate impesesi under section io9.

The'b suggestions containesi in the cii-eu-
lar issuesi by -the Previncial Board of
Health, re vaccination, have caueed man>'
counicils te put into force the compulser>'
clauses of tbe act.

The New jersey State Road Improvemenî
Association suggests thaî during thé Nation-
ai Editorial Convention which viii bo helS
at Ashbury Park this summer, a general
conference of tbe advocates et road im-
prevement in America should be beid.
General Roy Stone, engineer in charge ef
the office ef road enquit>', WVasbington,
D. C., bas the matter in banS and will
furnisb tull information on application.
The 5tb andi Gth et jul>' are suggested for
date et meeting.
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