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The H-alifax Disaster
Tihie disaster at Halifax caused b*y the explo-

sion of the munition ship Mont Blanc, is onîe of
fiiose overwhiehniing, calamities which fate now
and again deals fromn an entirely unexpected
source. Its total ly destructive character, in-
volving an enormious deathi toil and great loss of
property, lias both shocked the entire continent
<anid quickeiied a syrnpathetic 1response f rom al
of Canada and the Eastern States iii hastening
to the assistance of the afflicted population. Sup-
pliesof f ood and elothing are alreadypouring in-
to the strieken city iii generous quantities front
ever)y quar-tel-, but more than food and clothing
wvill be reqi ired to approacli aiiythinig whicli will
dive even a fair mneasure of relief. One of the
most urgent needs will be for mnaterials anid
building equipment to provide shelter for the
homneless thousands, and for re-establishing the
devastated area of the business and manulfactur-
ing section. A.lreadly the authorities witli coin-
mendable enterprise have enitered upon the task
of organizing towards this end, and the tre-
mendous work bef ore them i s best realized when
olle considiers the estimate given in the press of
the destruction of twenit)-five thousand homes
alone. This cloes not take into, accourit the miany
large inlutstrial. plants, suci as the Arcadia-,

Sugar Refiery, the I-ollis Foulidry, andi other
large enterprises, including commercial and
public buildings, which have becu wrecked and

damaged'llie loss on sehools, churchces, etc., is
likewisc heavy. A message sent out by tlhe Cath-
eluc chocese and whichi aff ets one denomnination
ailonie, rmails as follows: "Trr.ible loss, chlurcl,
rectorv, hall, sehools, absolutely deinolished.
Not one family intact in parish.''1

Ail this points to the great suifferilxg and des-
titute circurnstances to which H-alifax lias been
reduced, and lîow niecessary andic urgent it is for
every section of the Dominion to lend a helping
hand. Mucli of the rebuailding of th'le city will
have to be dlone quickly, end may, perhaps, to an
extent be of a temiporary character, althougli it
is definitely anniiouniecd that the authorities have
ini mind a plan of reconstruction whicli wvil1 give
a great iniprovenient over the physical aspect
of things as they existed heretofore. A re-
port, in fact, lias already* been submitted by
Thomas Aclanis, town planning expert of the
Conservation Commission, and the Boardi of
Control lias decicled to request Premier Murray
to eall a conference of the City Counicil, the
'Board of Trade, the, Provincial Governument, the
Federal Goveruimenit, the Executive of the Re-
lief Commiittee, the Town Planning Board, and
the Naval and Mil itary authorities, withi a view
to liaving a permanent Commission appo-inted to
cleal witli the proble-nis now conf ronting the city.

Iii the meantime the building fraternity eau
possibly do a great deal by co-operating fully
with thec authorities ini fulfilling every clemandc
for materials and supplies, and by giving every
assistance required. That there will be somle
Nverv interesting data gathereci as to the effeet
of the explosion on certain structural elernents
is altogether probable, and together with ob-
servations of sanitary and other -conditions, wvilI
eventual ly give ardu teets an d eligineers nchll
information of value and assistance.

Saskatchewan Association Elects Oflicers
The following officers were elected for the exi-

suing year at the anmal meeting of the Sas-
katchewan Association of Architeets, held re-
,cently at Reginia: President, -R. G. Bun-
vard, Moose Jaw; vice-presidents, J. H-. Puntin,
Regina, and N. L. Thomipson, Saskatoon; secre-
tary-treasurer, Francis B. Reilly, Regina; mecm-
b)ers of council, Professor Greig, Saskatoon; A.
J. Creiglitoii, Prince Albert, and WT. G. Van Eg-
mnoud, Regina.

The business of the meeting was chiefly rou-
tie. Mr. Reilly, the secretary, reports that the
war lias curtailed building operations in the pro-
vince, but that general. business conditions are
improving and will tend to stimu11lte activities in'
this hune. The memibership roll of the associa-
tion includes a list of fifty enflistrncnts.


