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OF1 LITERARY STUDIES IN UEN OF1 BUSINESS.

ArnongY the cautions which prudence and
worldly wisdom ineulcate on tise young, or
at least among those sober truths ilîicls ex-
perience often prctcnds to have acquircd, is
ttmat danger, irbicis is said to resuit freont tise
pursuit of letters -and of science, iii men des-
tined for tise labours of businsess, for tise ac-
tive exertions of professiolhal life. Tise ab-
straction of leasning, tise speculations of
science, and tise visionas'y excursions of fan-
cy are fatal, it is said, te the steady pursuit
of coasmon objeets, te thse habits of plodding
imdustry, whicli ordinary business demands.
Tl'Ie fisseuess of mnsd whIicli is creatcd os
increased by tise study of letters, or the asd-
miration of tise arts, is supposcd to ineapaci-
tate a man for tise drudgery by ivisich pro-
fessional. ernincîsce is gaied; as a nicely
teinpered edge, app]ied te a coarse and rug-
g-ed nsaterial, is unable to perforni wvlat a
mnore coînîniosi isstiient, sould have suc-
cessfsslly achicved. A young man, destiised
for laiv or commerce, is advîsed to look only
ilito ]lis folio of irced(ents, or bis inetlhod oif
book-kecepiiîg; and dlulncss is poiistegl to huis
luomage, as that benecolesît gyoddc.i., iiiider
whose protcctions tihe ionours of station and
tise blcssiug-s of opuslensce ire to be obtainied;
wisile learîsing anud greniuîs are proscribe<t, as
leadinug tiscir votaries to barrens iisdigcencc
ans i crited legleet.

lIs doubting tuc truth of tîsese assertions,
1 iliuinkl I shal neot entertain any lsurtfül
degrc of skcpticismn, because tise gcaeral
cuirrent of Opinion seems, of laie ea.,to
have set too strongly in tise contrary dire-
tion, ssîd else mtsay endeavour to prop tise
fahliîsg cause of litem'ture, svitlsout beiîsge ac-
cused of blaîneable or danigerosîs partiaiity.

In the examapieq wluicls meniory and ex-
perience produce of idlcness, of dissigtion,
and of poverty, brought on by indulgence of
literary or poetieal enthusiasns, the evidene
must necessarily be on one side of thse ques-
tion only. Of thse few whom leaning or
genius bas led astray, thse ill success or tise
ruin is marked-by the celebrity of tise suf-
ferer. 0f the many who have been as dull
as tlsey were profligate, aad as ignorant as
they were poor, tise fate is unkaewn, frein
thse insignificance of those by whem it Vas

matter, tise chance, f t'hink, should be on the
side of iiterature, In young minds of any
vivacity, there is a naturai aversion te the
drudgery of business, which is soldera over-,

LUIm tilhts effervescence of youts is allaî-
ed by, the progress of tCrne and habit, or till
that very was'mth is enlisted on the side of
tiseir profession, by the opening prospects of
ambition or cinoltiment. Frein this tyranny,
as youth conceivcs it, of attention and of la-
bour, relief is commonly sought frein some.
favourite avocation or amusement, for which
a yo ung man either finds or steals a portion
of bis time, either patiently plods througb
his task, in expectation of its approacs, or
anticipates its arrivai by deserting his work
before thse legal. period for amusemeat is
arrived. IL may fairly be questioned, whe-
thier the most innocent of these amusements
is either se honourable or so safe as the avo-
cation of lcarning or of science. 0f minds
uninformed and gross, wlsom. youtisfui spi-
rits agitate, but faacy and feeling have no
power to impel, the amusement ivill gener-
ally bc boisterous or eft'eminate, wiIl either
dissiplite their attention, or wea.ken thefr
force. The eniployment of a young man's
vacant hours is often Loo littie attended te, by
those rigid masters, who exact the Most
scrsiputous observance of thc pcriods destin-
cd for business. The waste of timne is, un-
doubteffly, a very calcuable loss; but thse
wvaste or tise depravation of mmnd is a loss of
a mnucis Iiglier denornination. The votary
of' study, or tise eaithusiast of fancy, may
inicur the first, but tie latter wilbe suffered
cliiefly by hua wvhose ignorance or want of
imagination has lcft 1dm to the grossness of
inere sensual enjoyaients.

li tbs, as in other respects, tise love of
letters is friendly to sober manncrs and vir-
tiuous conduet, wvhich, ia evrery profession, is
thieroad to success and to resp)et Without
adopting thse cosimon-piace reiections against
seule particu 'lar departnsents, it must b.
allowed, that in mere men of business, there
is a~ certain professional rule of right, which
is flot always honourable, and, tlsough meant
te be selfisis, very soldIom profits, . sape-
rier eduèntion geùierify correets this, by
opening thse nsind Wô dlfiréit motives of
action, te the feelings of 'dIiçàéy, the senge
of honour, aud a contemptof.. Ù4alh wheuÙ
earned by a desertion of tisose priniples.'


