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absolute proof of the speciffic bacteriumii. Timie andi again dif-
ferent observers have described various bacteria, but no advance
lias been made towarcls establishing the exact cause of flic dis-
case; and its prexreîtioîi is not establisheci on the saine precise
lines as scarlet fever and other cliseases of chlîjchooci. Being-
lîowever, a dangerous and at t.*nies a desperate mnalacly, as
evidenced iii the August' returns, it mlighit be given better atten-
tion at the lîands of the health officiais, as althoughi tue law
recjuires the reporting of àil contagious and infectious diseases,
it is generally miade to read, scarlet fever, diphitheria and
smiallpox. It is ofteîî, too, a clesperate illniess to treat, there
being no drug wlîiclî can be reconimencled to iii ail cases reaeh
the spot, Until such times as researchi shial establishi a specifie
l)acteriuini as tue cause of wvloopingr-cougli, tAie treatiîîeîit by
antitoxie serumii, whlich lias beeiî trieci, remiains enipirical.

The niedical profession ail over Onîtario wvill receive with
profouiîc regret the annîouncement tlîat Dr. Daniel Clark lias
retired f rom the active superintendency of the Toronto Provini-
cial H-ospital, anci tliey %will receive witli equally strong regret
tue niews that the Mihitney Goverîînient will perpetuate thiat
vicious policy of former governiments ini the Province of Ontario,
îiamely, the appointing of superinrtenclents and assistant physi-
cians to tlhese institutions froni the party cauctîs. It wvas ex-
pected that there woulcl be a radlical change in this direction,
andi tlat no longer would medicine in this province be clisgraced
by such imiproper appointmnents. W-e are îîot saying- one word
about the professional qualifications of the gentlem-an whio lias
succeeclec to the position rendereci vacant by the retirement of
Dr. Clark. We only wishi to reiterate once miore our condeni-
nation of the practice which passes over men trained in this
special hospital service, for the mani who knows absolutely noth-
ing of the treatment of thîe insane as carried out ini well-gov-
erneci institutions. It seems to us, furthe-, that if appointrnents
of this chiaracter are ta continue to obtain, mii wlio have gained


