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A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE RIGHT
HON. LORD JOHN RUSSELL, ON THE
PAPAL AGGRESSION, BY THE REV.
HEBER PLAYFAIR, D.D.
My Lord-Many years have elapsed since I lhad

the bonôr ta address you. 'You were then pleased to
favor me with no inconsiderable notice. Whether a
sunilar honor awaits me, I know not; but this I know,
that in thus publicly addressing you, I do no more
tbain an act of duty...

My lord, we are told that" lthe recent divisions eo
England into various districts, made by Papal autho-
rity, is subversive of the, rights of Churchnen, and
that ia entering upon their sees, the Roman CathoIe
Bishops have acted in opposition ta the Church of
England." There is a magie power in every inca-
sure that emanates froin Rome, for it awalcens efle-
tually the energies of Protestants, who look upon it
-as an aggression upon their spiritual franchise. I an
not, therefere, surprised that the establishment of the
Papal ierarchy shuld have excitedfthe passions o
thase vlîoe promnotion la the Church is nat unfue-
quently commensurate witi their hostility te Popery.
But that you, ny lord, with the memory of your il-
lustrious ancestors fresh upon you-that vou, the un-
vearied advocate of civil and religious liberty, who
aided in the glorious work which threw open the
portais of the constitution ta a proscribed race-
that you should have thus acted unrestrained alike by
the responsibility of your station and the feelings of
millions is a proceeding as micli above ail compre-
hensions as it is degrading to the character of a Bri-
tish statesman. If, however, there is no elevation of
mind, there is, doubtless, nuch political tact in your
lordship's conduct. You labor, unsolicited, as the
champion of the Churcli of England, te preserve lier
fron the encroachrnents of an ancient foc, and under
tis ingenious device yen andeavor ta support your
waning popularity. The Church of England, ny
lord, requires no such subterfuge, and, as one of lier
Ministers, I disclaim ail connection between lier wants
snd your political tactics. Already vill your lord-
ship have anticipated my thicne-the establishment of
the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in England. Since
the Enancipation Act there has been no subject so
littie understood, or productive of se muchlipolemic
virulence. The obloqiy and threats that have eia-
nated froin it, remind us of the dark era that preceded
our enactments against the Roman Catiolics. If
misrepresentation and persecution be characteristic of
the followers of Christ, most unquestionably we can-
not deny i te ithe Roman Catholic Churcli. lu every
age, in every country, she lias excited the worst pas-
sions of the wvorst men. Intrigue, treaclhery, and
anarchy have alternately been imphted ta lier. My
lord, I presume not te constitute mysel lier apologist.
I am unequal ta the task. Moreover, slie requires it
not. The nations she lias raised froin the savage
state-the fetters site bas struck froin the slave,rust-
ed by the tears of ages-the myriadsshe lias enkind-
led with the fire of religion--tlie uniform tenor of a
benevoient policy, as exalted for wisdom as it ivas
profound in judgnent-display ta thei world an as-
semblage of laarning, and religion, and benerolence
te wrbiclh no institution under licaven can afford a
parallel. This, my lord, is the videice of impartial
history, and it affords a suprenie refutation ta the bi-
gotry and intolerance that disgrace our country.

My lord, in your iemnorable letter ta the Bisiop
of Durham, you declare that " no fereign Prince or
Potentate will be prmitted te fasten lis fetters upon.
a nation ivbtch se long, and se nobly, vindicated its
riglht ta freadoin of opinion-civil, political, and reli-
gious ;" " lthat the liberty of Protestantisin lias been
enjoyed too long in England to allow of any success-
fui attempt ta impose a foreign yoke upon our minds
and consciences;" and that the religious practices of
the Catholic Clmrcli are "superstitions mumneries."
Let us, my lord, calimly look inte these assertions ;
and first, that the Pape shall not fasten his fetters
upon us. My lord, I for one do not dread flie at-
tempt. I know of no one individual-lay or clerical,
learned or unnlarned, noble or ignoble-tiat does
dread it. I have not even heard of one. Do you
yourself, my lord, really dread it? In aier words,
do you really believe inl what you have written ta the
Bishop of Durhain ? Will you forgive me if I say it
is the vretcled subterfuge of a more wretched fear
of losing office? No one. fears that the Pope ivill
attempt ta fasten lis fetters upon this country. The
act would be worse than imadness. The Pope lias no
temporal power in England ; no, not one iota. And
yeu Icnow it, ny lord. W\rere he te attempt te as-
sume it, the Catholics vould rush ta arias, and drive
him from our shores. This is their avoved and ac-
rnowledged doctrine. And, my lord, you know it.
I pass by fthe cruel and withering doctrines which the
perusal of this portion of your missive suggess. It
would not become me te dwell upon the fiendisliVan-
dalism you have provoked, nor the iwretched distine-
tion you have acquirred by the sacrifice of political
principle. Turn we then, my lord, ta your assurance
that "fihe liberty ai Protestantism lias beau eujoyed
too long in England ta allow any succassful attempt
to impose a fereigax yoke upon aur nminds and con-
sciences." It werue truly an exercisa of chîarity toa
bolieve thxat you wvere profoundly ignorant aiflice
meaning cf whbat yen bave wvritten, fer a knowvledge
te fixe contrary could not fail te attribute te yen thec
most discredifable motives. The government cf flic
Catuo]ic Chîurch is essentially Episcopai. Hier Bi-
shops are to-day, in England, precis'ely whlat they
were seven years since--ithfl this simple disilnction,
that now thecir fties arc derived fraom the faowns ina
which they reside-rcently theay wvere derived from
places wbich probably thîey lad never seen. 'Until
lately they were termned Vicars-Apostolie-now they
are fermed Elishoeps in Ordlinary. B3y the late system
tbey 'were remavable at the wvili af the Pape-by flic
establishment oif the present system hie bas resigned

fthat authority. No Roman CatholicVicar-Apostolic
ever assumed to officiate in this country, until hehliad
first been autborised by the Pope; but every Vicar-
Apostolie up ta th- present time lias been authorised
by the Pope ; therefore, according ta yàur lordsliip's
doctrine, they were aggressors. Many have been
appointed iwithin my renembrance. Yet had there
come forth no Prime Minister te parade his fanatical
rhodomontade before the public-no starving Curates
and hungry adventurers te vituperate their tînmea-
sured invectives. The Papal Hierarchy is purely a
spirituîal gorvernment. Ifdoes net, becauseit cannot,
affect the government of our most gra4cious Queen.
CThe Catholic Bislhops arc as far renoved from all in-
terference with the secular government of our Queen,
as our Protestant Bishop at Jeruisalem-our Protest-
ant Bishop in France-nay our Protestant Bislhop in
Italy itself, are removed from interference iwith the
government of those respective countries. In nane,
then, only is the dilferenele between their Hierarchical
and Vicars-Apostolic forn of government.

Wliat then means yaur threat, iny lord, that on
this subject "l thelaw shall be examined " In one
breath you boast tliat " England vindicates the riglt
te freedoni of religious opinion ;" in the next declare
that because of its exercise, the establishment of a
Roman Catholie Hierarchy, "lthe law shall be ex-
ainirued !" By what process of reason are ie to re-
concile these contradictions? My loid, it is neither
iise nor prudent to talk ofI " examining the la " lin
reiference te the Roman Catholics. They are coin-
posed of inatter equally inflammable wvith ourselves;
sud desperate muîsft bc the man that would ding tue
sparks of a fearful ignition amongst them. Conjointly
withli us they pay the saine taxes, obey the saine laws,
liveunder the saine constitution, and fight the saine
battles for its preservation. If France were te in-
vude our shores, ivould you talk of examining the law'
in reference te Roman Catholics ? Shall they who
nan our ileets and fdl our armies, wlose bravery and
fidelityj have never been surpassed-shall tiey whose
Bishop, at the solicitation of our English Governient,
irent to New-foundland and preserved his people froin
a general disaffection to tlie mother country, and foi'
which our Governmient awarded him a palace and a n
income-siall they, Who funishli the best inagistrates
and muost peacefuul citizens, be fthus vaitoly and
ignorantly insulted'! 31y lord, I know of no crime so
black, no villany so atrocious, as the work of religions
peisecution. Beware, I beseech yeui, how you fulfil
the prophecies of those who confoundl the inspirations
of a inerciful Deity 'witli the sectarianism of a base
sophistry; wl trade upon tlie credulity of the flocks
" comnitted to their charges," and convert the prin-
ciples of the decalogue into a nefirious commerce.
Beware how youi give signal success to tlie rampant
bigotry of our Irish Clergy, who gangrene society to
its depth and its extrenities withithliel poison of their
vrulgar prejudices. Beware howr you extenid the pane-
ply of obsolete Acts of Parliament over that living
mass of vice and corruiption-the impassioned follow-
ers of wild fanaticisn. Bevare, my lord, I conjure
you, lest yen disinter the asies of the iorst charac-
ters of luman nature-lest you infuse a fiendish fero-
city into their resiuscitated spirit-lest Sinithfield
should again blaze out in fires of persecution, ad our
best citizens and most learned men be immînolated upon
the altars of otur Protestant prejudices. Aircady has
your letter disturbed the framework of our social con-
dition, and the absorbming topic of the day, the Hier-
archy and penal enactnents, lias deprived us, as a
nation, of the character of religious freedom. Itwiil
be well for younrself, imy lord, if you are able to restore
tranquillity te tme country. Your conduct is the ex-
periientalism iof a wretched policy, aggravated by the
positive ivorthlessness of your political career. How
keenly do wie now feel the great loss sustamied u fthe
death of Sir E. Peel. Never was contrast sa glo-
rions to one statesran-so numiliating to the other.
It is more than IUs by the side ofi Enas'

My lord, at the conclusion of your letter, yout think
proper to designate the-religious practices of the Ro-
mait Catholic Church a "superstitious miummery."
lTnfeignedly, my lord, an I sorry that you have done
so. On the suibjeet of the practices and doctrines of
the Roman Caflielie Church the greatest and best
men have differed. With reverence, and judgment,
and learning, have these points been examined. Still
was there dificulty-there iras still disagreement.
But with you, my lord, it is otherise. Yo seen te
experience no diliculty in determining the practices
of the Roman Cathalie. Churct to be a " superstitions
mummery." Give me leave te ask, by what autbo-
rity do you sit in judgment upon se monentous a sub-
ject? 'Wiat poier bas constituted you a tribunal of
appeal ? What are y-our lordship's qualifications for
the office 1 An aptitude for the enployment of poli-
tical stratagems that libel the religion of the largest
body of Christians in the universe-an aptitude whiich
concentrates into a common focus the incarnate bigo-
try of the country, and thei mindless warfare of your
favorite Scotch Presbyter. But your qualifications
enîd nef liera. In flue dramatic wrorldl yen are knownu
for the signal failures ai labored bomnbast, sud lu flue,
political world feu flic diseontureof ai "finality"
polîicy. lu flue anc net cran yonur nana sud position
could commaud sucess--whilst laic eother, yen are
tolerated b>' flic satellites that revalue around you for
place sud cemolument. There is scarcely' au index in.
flic pelifical tharmometer at wrhich you bave nef ar-
rived, frein flic burning Lest ai reduciug fthe number
cf aur Bishopst te friigid policy of "Bibles sud
'clayamares." Yet .yau arc flic mn, my> lord, -uhoe
presumes fa judge fixa religion ai tira lhundred millions
-thuat lhas in hostility' arrayed clsass against clas--
thiaf bas termed flic religions practices ai our Jeroeins
anmd AnsLins, af Clislemagne sud saiuted Edwvard, of
flue herees ai Peictiers sud Cressy, " a suprsitious
umummry." My> lord, Protestant tliough I bie, sud
sincerely' attacbed te amy Churchu, I besitate not toa

avow tlat you have grievously injured lier. The in-
tolerant spirit evoked-the angry feelings aroused-
the persecuting powrer and assurned infallibility of our
Ciurch, rhich are the direct consequences of your
letter, will tead ta greater defection from the Churcb
of England than thef iriting of the Tractarians, or the
preaching of Rome could ever effeot. Ioiw bave
you, my lord, strengthened the argument of the infidel,
who believes the differences of Christian Churches te
ba the inlierent weakness of their religion ! How bave
you e'ncouraged thaf latitudinarian policy which itin-
dated France at the close of the last century ! It is
truc, my lord, that infidelity is nobly combatted, and
that the resuits are evident in the progress of Chris-
tianity. It is no less truc that the honor of the
struggle belongs not exclusively ta us. If tle prac-
tical results of infidelity be no-longer visible amngst
us-if we no longer beiold the results of that systeni
of ethics whicli, superseding the evidences of revealed
truth, comupiled froa fthe rocks, and Iloods, and fields,
its standard of moral rectitude, ire must thank the
Roman Catholic Church equally iitli our own. If
that edifice of every unclean passion, of learning ivith-
out religion, and genmus witliout principle, be razed te
the ground-if the naine of its architect, the greatest
genius of modern pliilosoplhy, revive the remneibrance
of the conflict of Christianity iLli the infidel scheool
of Voltaire, D'Alembert. and Diderot, w irmust thank
the Roian Cathlolie Chuirei equally with our oin.
An undivided glory is not ours ; but be ours the moral
courage te acknowledge it.

How is it, my lord, tiat for years and years, from
boyliod te aîianhood frein the tracts published by re-
ligious fanaticism, t atlie volumes written by lireling
defanation, our minids have beau filled with the stra-
tageis and horrors of the Papacy? TIc huîman
mind was said t be enslaved by it, and the freedomn
of the Gospel ta have shrunk at its approach. And,
even nowr, in the iniddle of the niieteenth century-
in the full blaze of science and literature-these mon-
strous caluinnies are believed, and even aiongst those
who knoi better the instances of a generous defence
are exceedingly rare. And, noafvitlistanding all this,
the Papacy is on the increase. Froui lher persecu-
tions and lier blood Missionaries have sprung up, car-
rying her doctrines, pcr ignes ct hostes, over the
wluole earth. And hov is it se ? This is a question,
ny lord, iwiieli, as Churehmen, ire should propose te
ourselves, but ihuicl neielir nisrepresentation, nor
bigatry, nor intolerance can ansiver. lowever pain-
ful may be the acknovlelgnment, it is oIly an honiage
due t trufli t declare lat fthe Priesthood of lhe
Papacy lias long since shanmed the general conduct ai
our Clergy. Be their religious practices " supersti-
tious inuiieries" or not, they vield, for the most b -
nevolent pur'poses, the greatest enine ever wielded
by human poier. Tlheir regularity of life, their ab-
negation of self, tieir gene-al development of the
most refmned 'imunanity, their attendance in the sick
chamber, undisnayed by t licnost fatal disease, irliere
they frequently ibhle fl meicipiency of hileir own
deathl, tlie instructive resignation iunder whic fluey
fall victuns of the subliiiest charity, entitle fheîn, in
a suprema degree, to the sanctifying virtues of reli-
gion, and ilimstrate their excellent conservatism cfr
peace and order. I do not, thereflore, marvel at the
liostility varrayd against a mxovemient that presents, in
proinf ent relief, the unquestionable superiority of the
Papal Priesthood over the CIergay of the Establisliel
Church. My lord, although I mindfirmi>y attached ta
the principles of the Cliurch of England, I cannot
deny ny testinony of respect and reneration tothe
virtue and excellence of the Ronan Cathoie Clinreli.
I do not uunderstand the prevalent doctiune ihich at-
tributes exclusive excellence te its own little comni-
uity. If I correctly understand niy own Church, this
is not the chbaracter of lier teachgiiu.

My lord, I an no friend to the Pope of iRoine, be-
yond tlie admiration of an enlarged humunity and
lheroic benevolence. Decp penetration, profound
judgmnent, and gigantic grasp of intellect, ivill not be
denied ta Pius IX. by the most superficial observer
of the aga. A ian of this stamup vill alvays comu-
nand respect; and I wxould presum e uîpon your lord-

ship's concurrence in pitying the stunted intellect tiat
is unable to appreciate iiim. If the Pope lias acted
in strange departure froin these great guides-if lue
lias usurped the authority of oiur Churic-surely his
Bishops are amenable te the law, iwho ara alrealy
found obeying is behests. They are ivithin reach,
with Cardinal W'iseman at their head; and if tliey
have violated constitutional riglhts, whyil not arrest
tliem ? Arrest them, my lord, by ail nicans. But
they will clheerfully endure it ! Enact îer laiws, in-
pregnated witlh the spirit of judicial murder, and try
these spiritual aggressors by them. This, also, ahey
wiii endure. Pack a jury, secure a verdict, and leta
religious lord Jeffueys prononce fie sentence.
Good, my lord; but stop not here. Strike dowvn the
power of a free press, choke the channels of justice
tiroughiout the country, convert England into an
Aceldanî, and lehflie atrocities of the Frenci Revo-
lutien growr pale lunflic contr-ast ai Protestant exter-
mnination af Chistianity. Nay', amy lord, besitafe not,
but lef flic work le accomnpiilihd, sud flic spiritfofi
flic rabble sud flic pickpockets oiflthe conuntry ha gra-
tifled. Lef tIc gratest canservaism ai peace sud
order he prostrated ta fIe ground, sud flic Moloch ofi
infidelity' triumph bu ifs ruina. But, mny lord, thesea
mn wIli not falter. They' wi endura aIl you eanu
conceive, and your myrmidons intiif. Wibth flic ex
ample af limaitrmartyredi ancestors bafoue thiem, flhe>'
wIll resign themîselvea wvitheut a urmur te flic sacri-
fice. If mnay, howvever, be prudent ta pausa cran at
flic threshold aiflthe act. Ny lard, fluba is nef thec
age fer persacution. We are an intelligent people,
sud are scusitivel>' slive ta aIl injustice. Ta afttempt
parsecutionu an acceunt af religion ns>' graify' a part>',
but flie gratification may' lia purchiased b>' LIc stability
cf fthe empire. Measures cf tIs character stamp fhe

country wherè they are perpetrated with eternal in-
famy. They are the materials with whiclî history
builds ber great edifice. Pause, then, amy lord, I be-
seecli you before you prove ta the world that in Eng-
land the freedom of.relgionus opinion is checked-that
the liberty of conscience is penal, and that lier Church
is sustainèd by the elements offulrnen brutum. Let
us not fIoget eur dignity as a nation, and a Church,
by any act unworthy of one or the other. If the
Papacy be instituted by human wisdom, she will fil;
vithin lier own bosom she will bear the seeds of dis-
solution and decay. If our Church is of God and
truth, iwhat can we have ta fear froin such an estab-
lisliment'

Really, my lord, the idea is se absurd that it would
indicate an absence of respect were I te attempt te
refute it. The law benches are Protestant-the
Parliainent is Protestant-tlie arny is Protestant-
the n.avy is Protestant-all England is Protestant-
and yet our Prime Minister states that, because a
handful of Bishops have taiken their titles from their
places of residence, " lthe law shall be examined." Is
this madness or meanness, or wlat is it? My lord,
I an bold, but I cannot lelp it. The cause more
than justifies me. Sec yno not Liat your threat will
strengthen the Church of the Papacy ; that,notwitb-
standing the weaitli of the country, the influénce of
our Chiturch, and the power of the State, the Papacy
is progressing se rapidly, that you find it is necessary
to enact laws ta arrest her progress? My lord, the
Church of England is not in <anger ; and if the ark
of truth were to totter, if should net be sustained by
the unholy lîand that lias written, it may be, the pro-
scription for imillions. O ! how have you fallen frox
your bigli state! O) thei narroiw dimensions to which
a wretched fanaticisi lias reduced you ! You have
doue what neitlher Fox ieu Pitt would have dared te
do; watI the eloquence of Burke would have clothed
with avfil responsibility ; wlhat flie judgment of
Canning would have shunned, and the genius of Peel
would have spurned as a imindless ambition. Sup-
ported by an active bigotry, and the reiined ingcenuitr
of Episcopal malice, you tluis stand isolated froin
everything that diguilies the character of a British
statesinani. The base minds that clucer you, and tlie
speculating sycophants that de your beck, will die
vith the cause that produced theni. But with you,

imy lord, it is not so. An uienviable distinction is
yours. Alrady has history claimd youl for lier own,
and she will transmit you te posterity as the maniwho
entered the temple of the constitution, and dared to
snatch fron lier lîallowed altar the fire of "I civil and
religeious liberty.

i have the honor ta be, my lord, your lordship's
obedieut ad humble servant,

I,.BEnRs PLÂTWA.
Tivriîgton, near Durhamn, Dec., 1850.

THE CATHOLIC UINIVERSITY.
The progress made by the Catholic University

Commîîittee is more rapid, and of a more stable chrt-
acter thanu evon the most sanguine friends of the pro-
jeet could iaive anticipated. At Ihe inontly mieet-
ing ield on Wednesday and vhich w-as presided over
by his Grace the Lord Irimate, no less than £1,600
iras handed te lue treasuirer. This sun, large in its-
self, is still more valiable as an indication of the
energy and enthusiasm with whichlithe project las
been taken up by the country. As ye, il may he
almost said lthat there is ne organization save tlic
central organization, which, froin the nature of the
duities iL lad to discharge, couC'Ld-as far as subscrip-
tion werc concerned-be little more tan the pussing
recipient of the voluntary contributions of those
zealoius in the cause of fire eduîcation. The sunis
alr'eady handed in to lie conunittee are the fruits, not
of preconcerted action ai'orf conbined effort ; they
are the results of isolated efforts nade by men not
bound together by any commîuuîon organization, or in
anyise acting in concert, save only in se far as they
are acting for a cnommon end. When we fnd such
results lowing fron isolated exertions, iwlat inay we
not expect vlhenÉ the country wi li e organized-when
every parish lin Ireland will hegin ta send in its con-
tributions ?

As an illustration of wliat inay be expected froin
parochial collections, w niay state, ftlat among the
suins handed in on Wednesday were the subscriptions
raised lin several parishes, sone of which amounit ta
thei munificent suis of £130, £150, and evei higher.
In one parish, that presided over by the Rev. Mr.
Malher, a penny subscription Ias set on foot, and the
first resuit lias been a contribution of £100. We
believe we iili note accounted over sanguine iluen
iwe aflirm that this test of the efficacy of miultitudinous
small subscriptions must be considered decisive as ta
the success of the University fand.

At the meeting on Wedneslay it was resolved that
simultaneous meetings should be beld throughiout the
parishes of Ireland on Patrick's Day next, for the
purpose of collecting funds for this noble institution.
We have no doubt but the result will prove satisfac-
tory as flc friands ef education cold wvish, sud that
flic Irish peeple wviil on thiat day malke an effort fa
give te thair ceuntry an institution wvorthy ai her
ancient literary' faîne, snd te whlich ber sous hereaffer,
luinvwhatever quarter aiflthe globe they nia>' he scat-
tered, inay point ithf pride-as the woerk ai thueir aown
hands. It is thxe intention aiflthc comumittee te send
m iissionary' collectors immîediafely' to Eugland, sud fa
prepsre an address ta thec cIergy and te the people
on the sxubject. In tbat addrass wre feel confident,
freim flic efficient maunner in whbichi the comumittec lias
already discharged ifs arduous duties, thuaf the basis
aiflthe appeal for support wvill bie put ln a brad and
comuprehensive amanuer, suxch as cannot fail te convince
ail classes whbo take an interest lunflic advancement
o iflthe cauntry, that ifftrue liberty, social progress,
and national elevatian are aveu ta belong, as of righît,
te thîis kingdomx, thxey must be achieved and protected


