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' HONORE MERCOIER DEAD.

During several weeks Death’s Angel
hes been hovering, in ever narrowing
circles, - over the home of ex-Fremier
‘Honore Mercier. At times it seemed that
“the last hour had arrived and-that hu-

man resistance could no longer. with-.

stand the preesure; but with wonderful
energy the dying statesman overcame
the icy-handed grip that was upon him
and rallied back into a fitful life. Fin-
ally, on yesterday morning, at half-past
eight o’clock, in the shadow of that wing
that had fatally touched him, his spirit
went forth to the great unknown, eter-
nal region beyond Time’s confines. He
is now beyond the power of human flat-
tery or human ocensuie; his varied and
checkered oareer has passed into history;
had he faults—and such is the lot.of hu-
“manity to have them—they vanish in
the light of his noble gifts, his grand
mind, his patriotic heart, bis indomi-
table courage, his strong Catholic faith,
his never-to-be-forgotten services to his
people and to his country. If he ever
committed a mistake, in all the whirl,
excitement, and vicissitudes of =&
political oareer, doubtless ‘“the accus-
ing spirit Aed u,y to heaven’s sanctuary
therewith, and the Recording Angel, as
' he wrote it down, dropped & tear upon it
and blotted it out forever.” But
compared with acts that might have
given rise to political censure,—and all
political deeds are aubject to the same,—
there was a grand purpose in Mr, Mer-
cier's life; & purpose accompanied by 8o
many splendid evidences of sincerily, of
beart, of faith, that over his death-couch
the grief of a people should be manifest,
and over his last resting place the tears
'of combined admiration and regret
should dampen, for many a year, the
sod that will be as green a8 his memory
in the annals of Quebep’a history and in
the heaxta of the peovle he loved.

The man who aross, by his own exer-
tions and by the exercise of his native
talents, from the position of an ordinary
student to & foremost place in the pro-
fession of his choice,—who entered the
political arens without any other wea-
pons than his akill in organisstion and
his magnificent eloquence,—who, despite
all opposition, all crushing attacks, per-
gonal and general, ascended the atair-
way of success; with strides so rapid
and with foot-steps Bo mecure that
he reached the highest position in the
gift of the people of this Province, and
swayed the minde and souls of & race to
gach an extent that their entire confi-
dence and hopes were centered in him,—
who was deemed worthy of special and
extraordinary honors from the immortal
Pontif who to-day governs the Church
of Christ,—who was as magnanimous in
subsequent defeat as he was generous in
the hour of victory,—who bad it within
‘his power to secure immense fortune at
the expense of a confiding people, but
“who retired from his lofty post of-truat,
having enriched his friends and forever
impoverished bimself,—who never mur-
mured at the ingratitude that. those
" who owed most to him,—who ac-
; ocepted the reverses as'he had.taken -the
- trinmphs of life,~and who died a poor
man, poor in this world’s wealth, but
" gloriously rich.in the mighty consols-
- tions of an imperishable faith—such a
" men is no mere ordinary politician, no
simple citigen, he is one of the grandest
‘oharacters on the ficld of Canadian his-
tory and ohe to whom 'pen or voice oan
"~ scarcely pay & sufficient tribute.
""" The magnificent ‘sexvice that he ren-
_-dered to the Catholic Church in this

‘. Province, when risking his high office of

Prime Minister in order to restore to the
_ rightful owners that which belonged to

themand of which they had been so:

| unceremoniously deprived, will long re-
main a3 & monument to his.zeal, his
sincerity and his devotion to the cause
of truth, The manner in which he
fought for the rights and privileges of his
immediate fellow-countrymen must for-
ever atamp his character with the seal of
the patriot. The numberless evidences
of a broad and generous spirit which he
gave—even after the shadow of political
defeat had come upon bim—indicate the
inwardness of s noble heart and .the
workings of a loftly mind.

But all is over. Hodie homo est, et cras
non comparel, Yesterday he was the
leader, the powerful-voiced orator, the
mighty tribune thundering his appeals
in the ears of & peaple ; last evening he
was the vanquished, but still unconquer-
able hero, who faced death with the
serenity and confidence that a grand and
soul-absorbing Faith alone can impart ;
today he is no more; the]
frail form that contained the bright
spirit lies thers, but the soul has been
wafted, long since, to a region beyond
the din, the tarmoii and the sorrows of
this existence. His ashes will elumber be-
neath hisbeloved Canadian soil ; his name
will be inecribed on the page of Canadian
bistory ; his memory will survive in the
hearts of his people ; and his soul—rfen--
dered glorious in the contact with the
Church’s sacramental gifts—will enjoy,
we pray, that repose, that happiness and
that peace promised by the Saviour to
“every good and faithful mervant.” To
his bereaved family—wife and children
—woe extend our heartfelt sympatby, and
trust that they will find consolation in
the knowledge of bis edifying death and
m the faoy, that, as far as this Provinece
is concerned, his was

‘' One of the few, the immortal names
That were not born to die”

CATHOLIC TRUIH BOCIETY.

—

GRAND CONCERT IN THE GESU HALL,

The second annual concert of the
Catholic Truth Society, in aid of the
Cathohe 8ailors’ Club, was held in the
academic ball of the Gesu, on Monday
ovening. There was a large attendance,
and the varied and excellent numbers on
the programme were heartily appreciat-
ed. The piano selections, by Miss Bar-
bean. and Miss Wheeler, were well ap-
plauded, and Professor Sullivan’s bril-
liant rendition of some classical violin
solos elicited an enthusiastic encore.
The songs of humorous Mr, Holland, and
Mr. Frank Feron, were very enjoyable
in their different classes. The singing of
Miss Bertram and Miss Dalaney was well
received. Miss Mona BStafford, who has
an unusually sweet voice, which she
modulates without the alightest apparent
effort, sang a pretty song wbich was
enthusiastically received. Miss Mec-
Andrew’s olear voice was also heard to
great advantage., The musical selections
by Mx. J.8. Shea, Miss Shea and Master
Shea were very clever and pretty, Miss
Mamie Stafford recited a difficult piece
very gracefully and exceedingly well.
Miss May Milloy also performed as artis-
tioally and thoughtfully as usual, The
dainty recitation by pretty Miss Apple-
ton was, a8 it deserved to be, one of the
best received performances of the even-
ing. One of the sailors was called up
from the audience and aoquitted himself
g0 well that he was encored twice. Per-
haps the most charming item of the
evening was the violin playing of Miss
QOamille Hone, a very graceful young
lady, who, for one 8o young, has & sur-
prising mastery over that most untame-
able of instruments. Miss Hone played
first in company of Miss Lefebvre, aleo
a olever little lady, and, alone, played the
Musurka de. Courant in the most charm-
ing and dexterons manner. The man-
dolin selections by the Ladies’ Musicale
were ‘very enjoyable. Altogether, the
concert was & most enjoyable one, and
those who attended it were well satisfied
with the entertainment provided.

When & lady, in answer to an impor-
tunate alms-taker, answered that she

beg

into going in the parlor.

pever . gave anything at - the door, the
gar said a8 to that he had no soruples. | sider th .

HIS GRACE VICTORIOUS:

* — ——— —

Deocision in the Famous Case of the
Oanada Revue Agalnst Archbishop
. Fabre.

On Tuesday morning Mr. Justice
Doherty deliversd s moat elaborate and

comprehensive judgment in the famous
oase that bas been going on between the
proprietors of the defunct Canada Revue
and His Grace the Axohbishop of Mont-
real. Owing to the late hour of the
judgment, we are unable to give more
than a synopsis of it, but sufficient to
show that the Archbishop has been up-
held throughout. We take the following
from the Witness report.
The case being put before the Court,
opened four guestions for examination :
First—Did the Archbishop’s oircular
constitute & libel ? Second—If so, was
it a privileged communication ? Third
—Was the prohibition a wrongful act, or
wag it the mere exercise of a right?
Fourth—Did such exercise, if 80 it was,
constitute an invasion of plaintiffs
rights ? i
As 8 sequel came the question of
damages, but the proof clearly establish-
ed that plaintiff suffered loss as a result
of the circular complained of, and the
only question on thet point was the one
of responsibility for such loss. :
First—Did the circular constitute a
libel? On this point the Court held that
if there was any libel the proof thereof
must be found in the document com-
plained of. While plaintifi’s deciaration
referred to tbe circular as charging bim
with the intention to disperse and de
stroy the bishop's floak, the Court found
it difficult to see anything in said circu-
lar but of comment, criticism or imputa-
tion upon a puplic paper. Now, did
auch constitute a libel? After quoting
from both French and English anthors,
the learned judge came to the conclu-
sion that there is a marked distinction
between the defamation of & pers:mn and
a condemnation of his writings, and with
the law as it now stands and must be ap-
plied, criticism, however severe, is not
alibel. If the criticism is unfair it may
give rise to damages, but the unfairness
must be established. This orivilege of
oriticism -was not confined to journalists,
but it was the right of every man.
Plaintiff olaimed that the comment com-
plained of was unfair, but he failed to
establish that point, and the Iaw supplied
no presumption of such unfairness. The
Court did not say that it would have
arrived at the same conclusion as de-
fendant did with reference to plaintifis
writings, but the conclusions arrived at
were such ag could be reached by an
honest man oriticising them. TUnder
those circumstances the circular must
be pronounced as not comstituting a
libel. This question being settled, ren-
dered it unnecessary to examine whether
or not the circular was a privileged com-
munication, and the third question must
be taken un. :
Third—Was the prohibition a wrong-
ful aot or the mere exercise of a right ?
Qn this point the Court declared that
the defendant had in no way questioned
the jurisdiotion- of the Court in
deciding this point. As a matter of
fact, the Civil Code declares that the
law applies to all persons who are able
to discern between right and wrong
amenable to the law, and there was no
reason to depart from this course in the
present case. While contending that
defendant’s condemnation was wrong,
plaintiff admitted that the bishop had
the right to condemn heterodox books.
At the same time he held that the sufi-
ciency of ground for such condemnation
should be pronounced by the Court,
Dafendant claimed, on the other hand,
that this wag a matter left to hig own
discretion, which the Court could not re-
vise. Plaintiff based his pretension on
this point on the old French law of
‘Appel comme d’abus.’ With this view,
‘the bishop’s decision was actually made
o judgment in the first instance, and the

should imply, without the contrary being
proved, that this: first judgment was
wrong: ‘Appel comme -d’abus’ supposed
an abuse, but here no sbuse had been
proved, although it rested -
to makesuch proof, " 1 o

Although not necessarily ealled upon
to_do so, the'Court was; willing : to' ‘con<
sider the further question whether' the
applied in

Court was not prepared to admit that it|.

with_' lflaintiﬁ .

Canada. In the opinion of the Court it
did not, having disappeared ‘at the time
of the cession, with ‘all the:other laws
governing the relations of profection
between the Church and State in France.
Under our present regime all subjects
were purely citizens, and all religions
stood in the same light as other organi-
zations recognized by the state. Now,
all such organizations could make rules
for their internal government, provided
such rules were not contrary to law.
After quoting decisions of the Privy
Council in support of this doctrine, the
learned judg:: went on to say that the
evidence had shown it to be & funda-
mental rule in the Roman Catholic
Church that the bishop has a right to
govern the reading of books by members
of his flock, and there'was notbing to
show that such domestic rules were con-
trary to law. On’ the other hand, there
wasa not the slightest indication of any
malice on the part of the defendant, and
the Courts interfered in the domestic man
agement of any organizition only inthe
case of such malice. Under all these olt«
cumstances the prohibition must be con-
sidered as the mere exerciee of & right,
Fourth—Did the exercise of such right
constitute an invasion of plaintiff’s own
rights? No doubt the exercise of the
Archbishop's right had seriously affected
plaintifi’s interests, but it could not bs
considered to have invaded his_rights.
Plaintiff had the right to offer his paper
to those who were willing to purchase
it, and even after the publication of
the circular, everyone was still at lib-
erty to purchsse the 'Cs.l;a.da-Revue’
if he eo desired. The Bisuop’s act
did not consiitute an invasion of
plaintiff's right, althongh it affected bis
interests. It was ‘damnum absique 1n-
juria,’ but did not render 1is autur re-
sponsible in damages. For all of these
reasons plaintifl’s activn must be dis-
missed.
Once more the Court remarked thab
the judgment had been rendered on
purely civil principles, as affecting or
dinary cases, and in no way guing inwo
the merits of eoulesiastical authoriy.

THE CONIRaCL AWARDED.
The contract for the decoration of the
body of 8t. Patrick’s -Courch has been
awarded by the Advisory committee to
Measrs. Arnold and Locke, of Brooklyn.
The firm have proved themselves, by
their work in the churches of New York,
Brooklyn and other places, to be fine
artis's, It may be of interest to know
that Mr. Locke, the artist of the firm, is
& sister's son o the late Monsignor Con-
roy, Papal delegate to Canada.
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A HYPOORITE.

Hypocrisy is always the pretence of
othei%eoplg—not our own, Witness this
little dialogue : .

T despise & hypocrite,” says Boggs.
“So do IL” says Cloggs. “Now take
Knoggs, for example ; bhe's the biggest
hypocrite on earth. I despisethat man.”
“ But you appear to be hia best friend.”
“Oh yes ; Itry to appear friendly to-
wards him. It pays better in the end.”

. -

Sporting Husband : * Now I'll be off.
See if I don’t bring you home & brace or
two of pariridges, my dear.” Wife: “No,
no; a couple of ducks will do me juet as

well. They come cheaper, you know.”
.

Home is the first and most importan
school of character. .

‘ - WEARINESS
in women, that nervous,
_ aching, worn-out feeling,
comes to an end with Dr.
Pierce's Favorite Prescrip-
tion. It restores your
strength; it puts new life
into you; it brings you
back into the world again.
1t is a powerful general,
a8 ;vall as uterine, tonio
and nervine, especiall
adapted to woman's. 'dehz
cate wants, It re tea
and promotes all.
-\ ural functions, and builds
7 up, invigorates, and cures
Di. B, V. Prenge:. Sir—My yits Brproved
"DR. s :
in -health gradually from. theyume she com-
menced taking * Favorite Prescription® until
‘. now. BShehasbeen doll.}i:xor own housework
.for the past four mon -When ghe be
P R A
‘eet, 8he suffer i lity.
1 can hesrtily recommend it:for such cases.




