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Ramily Bypartwent.
4 ORY FROM THE WILDERNESS,
G, brethiren, blessed of the Lovd!
We read of your charches of #tone,

Of your veseels of silver and gobl
And your aorgans of silvery tone.

Ot windows where glitter the hues
Of the precivu~ gpems of the nmine,

Of pulpits of brass, wml of ultars
OF costliest work snad design.

We rejoice that His servants are willing
To bring their gifts to Hin sbrine,
And offer the bert and rarest
Ta houar the Master Divine.

But, ob ! we pray you remember
T'he seattered sheep of the fuld,
Who wander afur in the deser,
1n hunger, inda~kness nnd cold.

No sheplierd to guard or to warn them
Of peril on every side,

To lead them to heavenly pastores,
T'o gather the lambs, or o guide,

We faint by the way~—we nre waiting
And watching with longing eyer,
Yor a erminb from e Master’s Tuble
Ol will you not heed onr cries ?

= e iyl AP — e~ ——

THE *ROUND ROBIN.

——

BY EMMA M. ROBISON.

——

(Concluded)

“ Oh, Herbert, you wouldn’t give it upnow "
she exclaimed.

“« It will be now or never. 1 shouldn’t want
to decide such a thing but once,” was the quict
reply.

“Tt is all my fault,” said Helen, hall crying :
“ I'm sorry I said such a hateful thing, Herbert.
1 didn't mean it, really.”

“\What you said was true anyway, though 1
hadn't thought of it before. 1t Js selfish to
spend so much for something 1 can do without,
when others are needing ——"

“You're thinking of Miss Fdna and her chair,”
burst in Helen. * You couldn’t give her one,
anyway : mother says it is very hard to give the
Deans anything, you remember.”

“ Mother could find a way, though,” said Her-
bert, with absolute faith in mother's judgment
aud tact,  * But | havewt decided yet, Helen,
and you are not to speak of it, unless U give you
leave,” and he hurried out. while Hefen rushed
to her own room aud had “a real gond ery.”
She was sorry for what she had said about the
bicycle, and ashamed of what she had said about
the Baster offering. And then to think ol Her-
bert giving up alt lix maney o that way made
her plan appear rather too selfish for her own
peace of mind,

“7 can't give up the dress, anyway,” she
thought, and tried to persuade hevself that she
was right, though she did not suceeed very well,

As nothing were was said about the bicyele
she allowed nersel( to hope that either Herbert
had decided not to make the sacrifice, or that
her mother had refused his request,

Rut the next Friday evemng, as she was Inok-
ing over her music, tor Saturday’s lesson, Her-
bert came in, saying to hix mother, * Well, they
will be here toumorrow. I've tound the last
boy.”

“The last boy” echoed lelen, “ what in the
world d» you mean 2"

 Mother has thoaght of such a * dandy’ plan,
I told you she wouwl,” satd tHerbert, riitmph-
antly.

» What 1s 112" asked Helen, with a sinking
Leart,

Mrs. Forbes explained that she thowzht i

best to give all of Miss Edna’s class a chance
10 contribute something towards the chair.  Miss
ing it, and the boys would be glad of ‘he privi-
lege of giving for such an object.

The boys of the class, still living in the city,
were to mect at the rectory the next evening,
when Mrs. Forbes would tell them the plan,
and prepare a * Round Robin ” for their signa-
tures,

< Didn’t 1 tell you mother would know jnst
how to fix it?” demanded Herbert, happily
ignorant of Helen’s state of mind.

She gave an affirmative nod, and began 10
praciise vigorously, not wishing to talk about it
any further.

The six beys came on Saturday evening and
Mrs. Forbes latd the matter belore them. They
were very much pleased with the ider of doing
ammething for Miss Fdna ; Johnnie Symes voic-
ing the sentiments of the crowd, when he de-
clared her to have been ¢ just a daisy teacher.”

Each name was signed 1o the Round Robin,
with as many flourishes as possible, and the
amount that each would give was to he sent to
Mrs. Forbes within ten days.  (She was chosen
treasurer and general manager. and she alone
knew how much each gave.d  Will Downer was
written to in his far-away home, and the answer
came promptly. ten dollars being enclosed.  He
P wrote that he was ghd to do a litde for Miss
Idaa, who had always been so kind w hiw,

the cliss, was told ol the plang and he gave
fiftcen dollars,

“Of course, b oshould ke o get it with my
own money entirely, but it is so kind of the boys,
and Edna needs it so much, that 1 am very glad
she will have it without waiting so long,” he
said, as he added his name.

Mrs, Forbes now had thirty-seven dollars, and
Herbert added twenty-three, as his father said
that the sixty-doliar chairs were much better than
a cheaper article. The money, the Round
Robin, and Will Downer's letter were enclosed
in one envelope, and sent by mail, the boys
being far too shy o undertake the delivery
thercof.

In a very few days, Miss Fdna sent a beaou-

pressud the hope that sometime she might have
an opportnity o thank each one personally.
She had already been around  the bloek in the
new chair, and was looking forward to many
deiightful jourpeys in i, when summer came ;
and that she should now be able to attend the
Faster scrvices, a privilege very dear to her.
* And then, as now, my prayers will he for the
welfare ot my dear boys," was the concluding
sentence,

Mrs. Forbes made a copy of the letter for
cach of the hoys, and sent the original to Will
Downer, Herbert saying that he deserved it
more than the others, as he had never negleeted
Miss Edna.

Meanwhile Helon had been struggling with
Berself, and gain-d the victory over ber seliish
vanity,  And when M. Forbes spoke about
the new suit that was 10 be made ready for
Faster Day, Helen said, gravely, *1 have de-
cided not o get the blue suit, mamma, and,
afier Iaster, I would like to get oniy what you
think best.

“ That is right, my daughter,” said her mother,
with tender approval. " You know, dear, | do
not think fine dresses at Easter a huing prepar-
ation for that hoty day 1 and that both papa and
I think that voung girls should dress plainly
and sanply at @l vimes. Buc an t Nelids gin
having always boen wifowod vou to spend as
vou pleased, we o wourld make no oppositon
your wishes.”

On Faster morning as Helen and Herbert
walked together to chuwen. she saud, shyiv, 1
want you to know, Herberiothas 1 oshall give a
tenth as wsuad, and [ aw ashaoed that ©even
thought of giving less.”

Dean could then have no scruples about accept-

Then T'om Den, having beerr amember of

ful letter of thanks to them collectively, and ex-:

Herbert gave a quick, surprised glance at the
old dress and hat.

« | say, where're the drooping plumes, and
all the rest ? 7 he asked.
“[.ou Dutton has

answered, lightly.
“Why haven't you, too ?” then added. = |
think I know, though, and I'm sure you luui
nice anyway,” giving her an approving pat on
the shoulder, as she turned toward the choir
room. There was i new baanty an Helen
voice as she sany that day.  © Thanks beto God

them, I suppase,” he

fwho giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ

our Lord.”
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HOME WITNESS,

“Gohowe 1o they friends.”—Sr. Mank v. 19,

Turse words of our Blessed Lord teach usa
very important truth as regards our witnessing
for Him. On another occasion He had said,
“Tollow Me”; and on another had spoken
those seemingly severe words: “If any man
come to Me, and hate not his father and mother
and wife and children and brethren and sisters,
yea and his own life also, he cannot be My
disciple.”  Dut to this man, out of whom a
legion of devils had Deen cast, and who was
anxtous to follew his Deliverer, He says, © Go
home to thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Tord hath done for thee, and huh
had compassion on thee”

Self-denial and self-sacrifice are at the root of
true religion, and these are called forth different-
Iy in different persons. and under different cy-
cumstances, and therefore we can see how thesc
two savings of our Biessed l.ord do not contry-
dict each other.  The principie underlying each
15 the same, viz.,, weare not to please ourselves,
and we are to be ready and willing at any cost
1o follow Christ, and to witness for Him.  Inthe
case before us it might have been an easier and
a pieasanter thing for this man to have followed
Christ than to go home and wimess for Him
there.  And the same truth finds application in
our own day. We hear and read a great deal
o people going outas missionaries to the heathen.
joining sisterhoods  and  beeoming nurses o
cattend upon the poor; and itis good and right
Vthat suech  things should be.  Bur it does not
follow that cveryonez, out of whom *he evilspirit
“has been cast or who has yielded to the Spirit of
God, and desires to devote himself to the ser-
 vice of God, should thus act.  On the contrary,
from what is secn and known around us, we
would readily belizve that it would be much
“better if the command of the Tord, ¢ Go home,”
“were more often heard and obeyed.  In some
cases, there can be no doubt where the duty
lies, where is the true self-sacrifice and sell-denial.
An only daughter’s place is, without doubt. at
home : and one can hardly belizve that an only
son ik justified in leaving his  father and mother
for the mission field. It we are faithful to our
seives. and will analvse our thoughts, we shall
often find, right down in the bottom of our
heart, a seeret  desire 10 escape from  the res-
traints and difiiculiies of home. and we at last per-
suade ourselves thatwe are * doing God service”
by going out and preaching to the heathen. The
trath is, that ** home witness” for (od is often
far more ditficult than making some open decla-
ration which is seen and praised of all men.
There are many instances where one in a family
has been led to give hum or herself 1o God, and,
of course. such an one meets with much opposi-
tion in une way or another ; but mare isdone for
God by showing an enla ged sympathy for the
other membors, and 2 ncreased interest in
their lawful puarsuits, than by runming off o
church at all hours of the day, and thus disturb-
g the arrangement of the howschuid,  The
relation between children aad parents is a very
delicate one, and the godly chid of wagoediy
pareats has a most difficult task to perform :




