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HYMN FOR THE

NEW YEAR.
H —_—
a(r)p, awake ! tell out the story
Lute 297 love, and Jjoy, and praise :
! Awake 1 ke our glor
oin awake our g ory,
Loty 2 thankful song to raise :
3 €me for notes of sadness —
Surselyes with sin defiled :
5 Qi eme for holiest gladness—

Hea. ¥ Father reconciled.

Ang ly Suardian ! Thou hast lengthened,
5Wessed, our mortal span;
wbat "Weak hearts hast strengthened
In the dnthme own free yrace hegan.
o 5t we bend before Thee,
Yet i} cm]ess hests above ;
God OWly joy adore Thee,
" OUmercy, grace, and love. 3
C:—hy favour, and thy blessing,
Eae U:Y"Ill the year we now begin ;
rouaz i;lt;lrx:clo;feaﬁssiees !tl: %i’n
‘- ’ =
%{ms are around us, hearts are quailing,—
Buslgns in heaven, and earth and sea ;—
%, when heaven and earth are failing
Viour, we will trust in Thee.
—— ‘\_g%"
FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION,
JANUARY 131, 1851,

eT:: C"LLECT.—The.Circmncision of Christ is
by o“ Sreat event after his Nativity.  He who
he "a'lss.umed th? human natue became subject
M'ilege: n all things, and is admitted into the
Wiy of the covenant which had been made
ey i: descendants of Abral}am at the time, and
%'ehangg to the manner wh]ch the law of that
th g Commanded. In the circumstances of
the iv‘m' lh.ere is proof afforded of the union of
_Chrig, "% with the human nature in the person of
g gy o " 29 Usual at the initiation of the child
“hil, i l.hmhzf""c couvent, to give hin a name
Uame of Plied his union to the God of Isracl. The
8hi - t € Messiah, which denoted His relation-
Ve“'“‘“” a".d nature, was announced from hea-
of 1, Ough it was given according to the custom
the AW on eartl,, Received into the Church as
heu‘e:n ¥ Abraham, Christ was declared from
He . '° be the Son of God. As the Son of God
Plag, * free from sin; as the son of man He is
thyy “"fi" the dominion and power of the law ;
lmleqe m“lt‘%nens of his nature might be demon-
Mg i Y the sinlessness of his obedience. Being
Grep op 1 things like unto Ilis brethren, the chil-
Paiyg dam, Ife endures the first of the many
‘hed."nﬂ‘c‘ed on Him as the surety of man, and
Hem .le st drop of that precious blood which
Pitil!io ™ 1o pour out upon the cross, as the pro-

gy, O the sins of the world. One day of
eireum:".mmmnoration of this great event, of the
the ¢8O0 of our Lord, has been set apart by

Wag i T¢h from an early period. This festival
"ltiyit _":‘".Y liturgics merged in the octaves of the
the o Y: but there was always in the services of
fheq ti th day after Christmas, an especial refer-
R‘d the circumeision and naming of our blessed
Rtu,g’me" In later times, the eighth day in the
kno‘,,'n of the ‘Anglican and other Churches wzs
hbnoure:; the day of the circamcision, and was
q‘hu,‘,m hy.Pl’culiar services suited to the just
g °Tation of that event. ‘T'lis festival falls

Year's day ; or the old kalends of January.

[t was a-general custom among heathen nations to
celebrate this day with riot, feastings, and intem-
perate rejocings, which frequently led to impurity
and excesses, The converts to the Christian
Church endeayoured to engraft these practices of
their heathen ancestors upon the observance of this
festival, Many of the Christian fathers and coun-
cils denounce this desecration of a Christian holy
day; and these practices probably caused, to some
extent, a discontinuance of its celebration. ‘The
Church of England, in consistency with the ser-
mous of the early Fathers, allows to it the title of
“ New year's day,” but celcbrates it with the due
religious services, as an anuiversary commemora-
tion of a most important event in the life of our
blessed Redeemer.

Tue Ertstiz (Romans iv. 8).— Justification
by faith ouly, was the one mode of acceptance be-
fore God in the Patriarchal, Levitical, or Christian
dispensation, Jew and Gentile were brought ua-
der condemnatlon by the law. They both are ac-
cepted by faith in Oue who, having fulfilled all
righteousness, suffered as a transgressor. Abraham,
the great founder of the Jewish nation, the pattern
of belicvers, and the friend of God, was in one sense
the father both of Jew and Gentile, and became so
in the reception of the sacrament of circumcision.
Abraham received this rite of circumcision not as
a cause of justifieation; but as a token of God’s fa»
vour towards him ; and asa seal, pledge, and token,
that the very faith which he had, being uncircum-
cised, was accepted before God. Abraham being
accepted in uneircumcision, was the father of the

| Gentile believers; and gave them an assurance

that all who should entertain the same faith, should
be rewarded with a like acceptance. Abraham
called by circumcision, was made, in a more par-
ticular mauner, the father of the Jewish people;
and obtained by this sacrament a seal to all his
descendants, of the certain fulfiluent of the pro-
mises of Jehavaii more particularly vouchsafed to
them.  Cailed as a Gentile, the vencrable patriarch
was a pledge to the Gentiles, of the acceptance of
a Gentile faith before God. Made by covenant a
Jew, ke was the source of peculiar Llessings to his
children and sons according to the flesh. Accepted
whea in uncireumeision, he became in cireumecision
the head of a peculiar and beloved people. The
institution of circumcision, the future seal of more
peculiar blessings, daid not disannual or diminish
the efficacy of his former faith. In both circum-
stances he was justified by his faith in the expected
sced of the woman. He believed the promises of
God, and it was accounted unto him for righteous-
ness. By the like faith all, whether Jew or Gen-
tile, are alike justified. A passage of Scripture
which thus points out the blessings secured by cir-
cumcision to the children of the covenant, and
proves that the blessings of the former dispensation
are secured 0 a right faith, and not withdrawn or
disannulled, i8 suitable to the services of this fes-
tival.

Tae GosPeL (8!, Luke xi. 15).—This Gospel
relates the fact of the circumecision. [aving as-
sumed our nature in all its weaknesses, infirmities,.
and wants, Christ became subject to all the re-
quirements, penalties, and exactions of the Jewish
law, and submitted to all the burdensome obedience
to rites and ceremonies required of a child of Abra-
ham. Ile came unto his own and his own received
Him not. He tock not on him the nature of an-
gels, but He took on him the seed of Abraham.—
As Abraham was under two laws, to each of which
he owed obedience, the moral and the ceremonial

law ; so Christ, as the partaker of the nature of the |

children of Abraham, and asa surety for his bre-
thren, paid an obedience to each of these laws.—
As they were u.nder the moral law, 1le gave a per-
fect and unsinng obedience to all its precepts,—
As they were under the rityal law, so lle became
obedient unto the same, and [le began that obe-
dicnce at this moment, Ife came as it was deter-
mined from the beginning, to do the will of God.
The will of God was revealed in the moral law at
the beginning, ' the ritual law of Moses, in the
law of repentabte¢ under Johp, and in the law of
implicit obedience ending in the completion of the
atonement, which, though it wag begun when Chiist
befure the ereallon consented to become man, was
only terminated by His painful dearh upon the
cross, By bis ¢ondescending to become man,
Christ began bis obedience 1o the moral law. By
his eircumcisions He began his obedience to the ri-
tual law. By his b_f'lplism from the hands of John,
He began his obedience 14 the law of repentance,
that Lle might fulfil ajy righteousness. By his vic-
tory over the eMPlation, He pegan his obedicnce

in all poiuts, #bieh either did or did not come un-

der one of these descriptions of the law of God, |
and he finished his course of sinlessness on the |
cross, as the prophets bad foretold. The eyent of |
the circumcision was ths seal of the covenant, the |
everlasting covenant, to which Christ as at his
time submitted : that ITe might thereby as surety
for man fulfil all righteousness, and perform the
will of God, by rendering a perfect obedience to
the requirements of his law.
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Erclesiastical Inttlligence:_

DIOCESE OF TORONTC.

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS' FUND.

Collections made in the several Churches, Chapels, and
Missionary Stations, throughout the Diocese of
Toronto, to be applied to the Fund for the support:
of the Widows and Orphans of the Clérgy in this

Diocese.  The twentieth Sunday after Tpy ity—
13th October. 1850, 4 Z
Previcusly announced 1 No. 18..... R 1 8

St Mary Magdalenes, Napanee £0 15 0
St. John’s Bakers Corners... 0 5 0

i3

—per Rev. W. B. Lauder........ccc..... I o 0
St. James’ Church, Stoartsville, per Rev
BV ROBETS iy o tiiiite e dovivite 215 1
Waterloo, per Rev. W. Greig............ 0 2 9
St. Luke’s, Camden.............. 0 6 73}
Dunbar’s Schoul-house. 0 2 6
Tiner’s do.... 05 0
Baker’s do.. 0 2 84
Williams #0¢ a0 87 10
—per Rev. Paal Shirley.......... Sidlieg 019 10
Trinity Church, front of Lands-
QOWD s isioiio Bicinh o100 ooe 010 0
Gananoque......c.. ..., 9
11 Con., Elizabethtown. 6
SemtlLakev atweiis i i 9
—per Rev. F. Tremayne...... Cedeebanes 11 o
Mersea, per Rev. R. C, BOFeroo v 110 o
St. Mary's Tullamnre, Chinguacousy,
per-Rev. W. G, Tucker .........oures 0 6 o
! Colchester. per Rev. F. G. Elliott........ 015 o
E 160 Collections amountiog to......£307 3 4~
| BircHaLy,
| Toronssy DeeW1850.

]

; The Treasurer has also received from the Oakville

Parochial Association, for the 8th year, per the Rev,
Alexander Pyne....c:. cifgiiiss sianimnnib Ll 5
From the Rev. F. G. Elliott, Collection on

| account of the Misgion Fund, 8th year 010 0
{ Ditto Widow’s and Orphan’s fund'do. 015 0
| Ditto Bishop’s Student’s fund o, 9% D

Ditto  Mission Faad, 9th bh RIS U [ B

CHORISTMAS DAY,

This holy festival, so delightfal to every Catholic
Christian, was celebrated last Wednesday in a becom-
ing manner in the several Churches of our city. The
sacred edifices were appropriately decorated with ever-
greens, arranged in a tasteful and, in many instacces,
artistic manner. In parricular, we were pleased with
the style in which the Charches of the Holy Trinity,
and St. George were dressed, strongly reminding us, as
they did, of the Christmas-decked Churches of our
dear Father-land. The congregations in the various
places of worship were numerous, and the sermons
appropriate to the soleinn oecasion.

ENGLAND.

St. MARY's Caurcn, Wist Bromeron, LoNDON.
— This Church was Cousecrated on the 22nd instant,
by the Bishop of Loadon. It is in the form of a Cross
and is from the design of G Goodwin, Esq. F. R. S,
The espense has bren provided for to a large extent
by the Rev. H. J. Swale. The tower, not yet quite
finished, is to carry an octagon lantern and spire.—
The nave is 86 feet long, 33 feet wide, and 46 feet high
to the ridge of the roof. The tower is 17 feet square
inside, carried on fonr massive arches, with clastered
columns and richly-carved capitols. The transept
measares 81 feet in length by 26 feet wile : the chan-
cel is 28 feet deep, and 20 feet 6 inches wide. The
walls are of stone: the ehancel is paved with Minton's
tiles ; the other part of the floor with ordinary files,
of black, red, and buff colonrs. * The seats are open,
and of deal stained and varnished. The palpit, funt,
and sedilia are of stone well-earved and of good design.
The walls under the East window and at the back of
the sedilia are diapered. Two of the chancel lights
are already with memorial windows of stained glass.
The great East window is immediately to be filled in
a similar manner.  The Chareh will accomodate 750
persons.  The Orgao is sitnated in the Nerth transept
of the Chareh.

UNITED STATES.

The Secretaries of the House of Bishops, and of the
House of Cl_erical and Lay Deputics, have kindly fur-
nished us with the following attested copy of the ca-
noos passed in the late. General Cenvention.— Banner
aof the Cross.

CANONS PASSED IN GENERAL CONVENTION IN
CINCINNATI, OCTOBER, 15%0. .
CANON 1.
OF POBRIGN MISSIONARY BIOHOPS,

Secr1on 1. The House of Clerical and Lay Depu-
ties may, from time to time, on nomination by the
House of Bishops, elect a suitable person or persons to
"be a Bishop or Bisheps of this Chureh, to exercise
Episcopal functions .ia any missionary station or sta-

Treasares; - {+Chareh, in good standing,

tions of this Church out of the territory of the United

tates, which the House of Bishops, with the occur-
rence of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, may
have designated. The evidence of such election shall
be a certificate, to be subscribed by a coustitutional

| majority of said House of Clerical and Lay Deputies,

expressing their assent to the said nomination, which

| certificate shall be produced to the House of Bishops;

and if the House of Bishops shall consent to the conse-
cration, they may take order for that purpose.

SECTION 2. Any Bishop elected and consecrated
under this Canon, or any Foreign Missionary Bishop
heretofore consecrated to exercise Episcopal funetions
in any place or country which may have been thus
designated, shall have no jurisdiction except in the
place or country for which he has been elected and
consecrated. He shall not be entitled to a seat in the
House of Bishops, nor shall he become a Diocesan
Bishop in any organized Diocese within the United
States, unless with the consent of three-fourths of all
the Bishops entitled to seats in the House of Bishops,
and also of three-fourths of the Clerical and Lay De-
puties present at the Session of the General Convention;
or, in the recess of the General Convention, with the
consent of the Standing Committees of three-fourths of
the Dioceses.

SectioN 3. Any Bishop or Bishops consecrated
under this Canon, or any Foreign Missionary Bishop
heretofore consecrated, sgall, on presentment by two-
thirds of the Missionaries under his charge, for immor-
ality, or heresy, or for a violation of the Constitution
or Canons of this Chureb, be tried, and if found guilty,
sentenced in all particalars as if he were actually resi-
dent within the limits of the United States, except that
the Trial may be within any Diocese in the United
States.

SectioN 4. Any Bishop or Bishops elected and
consecrated under this Canon, or any Foreign Mis-
sionary Bishop heretofore consecrated, may ordain as
Deacons or Presbyters, to officiate within the limits of
their respective missions, any persons of the age re-
quired by the Canons -of this Charch, who shall ex-
hibit to him or them the testimouials required hy See-
tion 2 of Canon IX. of 1841, signed by not less than
two of the ordinary Missionaries of this Church who
may be subjected to his or their charge. Provided,
nevertheless, that if there be only one ordained Mis-
sionary attached to the Mission, and capable of acting
at the time, the signature of a Preshyt_er, under the
jurisdietion of any Bishop in communion with this.
may be admitted to supply
the deficiency.

Secrron 5. Any Foreign Missionary Bishop conse-
crated under this Canon, or heretofore consecrated, may,
by and with the advice of two Presbyters, one of whom
may if necessity require, be a Presbyter in good stand-
ing under the jurisdiction of any Bishop in communion
with the Church, dispense with those studies required
from a Candidate for Deacon’s order by the Canon of
this Church ; Provided no person shall be ordained by
him who has not passed a satisfactory examination, in
the presence of two Presbyters, as to his theological
learning and aptitude to teach. And provided further,
that no person shall be ordained by him untill he shall
have been a Candidate for at least three years. Neor
shall any Deacon so ordained be advanced to the order
of Presbyters, who has not been in Deacon’s Orders for
at least one year. Nor shall any Deacon or Priest, who
shall have been ordained under this Canon, be allowed
to hold any cure, or officia’e in the Church in these
United States, until he shall have complied with existing
Canons, relating to the learning of persons to be ore
dained.

SecrioN 6. Any Foreign Missionary Bishop or
Bishops elected, and consecrated under this Canon, or
any Foreign Missionary Bishop heretofore consecrated,
shall have jurisdiction and government, according to the
Canons of this Church, over all Missionaries, or Clergy~
men of this Church resident in the district or country
for which he or they may have been consecrated.

Secrion 7. Every Bishop elected, and consecrated
under this Canon, or Foreign Missionary Bishop hereto-
fore consecrated, shall report to each General Conven-
tion his proceedings, and acts, and the state of the Mis-
sion undler his supervision. He shall also makea simi-
lar report, at least once every year, to the Board of
Missions of this Church.

Secr1on 8. Canon VIL of 1844 is hereby repealed,
ls;l‘he former Canon on this subject was the seventh of

4.
CANON If.
OF EPISCOPAL RESIGNATIONS,

Secrion 1. If during the Session of the General
Convention, or within six calendar months before the
meeting of any such Convention, a Bishop shall desire
to resign his jurisdiction, he shall make known in writ-
ing to the House of Bishops such his desire, together
with the reasons moving him thereto; whereupon the
House of Bishops may investigate the whole case of the
proposed resignation, including not only the facts and
reasons that may be set forth in the application for the
proposed resignation, but any other facts and circume
stances bearing upon it, so that the whole subject of the
propriety or necessity of such resignation, may be
placed fully before the House of Bishops.

Secrion 2. Aninvestgation having thus been made,
the House of Bishops may decide on the application;
and by the vote of a majorily of those present, accept
or refuse to accept such resignation ; and in all cases of
a proposed resignition, the Bishops shall cause their
Proceedings to be recorded on their Journal ; and, in
case of acceptance, the resignation shall be complete
when thus recorded, and notice therecf shall be given
to the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies.

Seerion 3.—In case a Bishop should desire to re~
sign at any period not within six ealendar months he-
fore the meeting of a General Conveniton, he shall
muke known'to the Presiding Bishop such Lis desire,
with the reagons moving him thercto ; whereupon the
Presiding Bishap shall communicate, without-delay, a
copy of the same to every Bishop of this Church,
having Ecelesiasticl ‘jurisdietion: and also to the-



