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*‘f.’lgus LITTLE BELL.
rqo’ﬁx THE GERMAN OF SCIDD.

The King i¥ on Lis death-bed, he bids them call his son,
= n!'"pt,the stri‘P ing by the band, and, pointing to the throne,
Y son,” he feebly faltered forth, ““yon royal seat is thine,
©t; erethou donu’st thy father’s crown, thiuk on these words
igMmine: % =
53
Faney perchance hath pictured fair this vain weak world of ours,
fl"!:{lncyl; dreams! 100 soon thow’lt find how few its
o owtigt. =
“:'flgll'd drpps it 'yie%u its bliss, in swollen streams its woe;
€W scant drgps 'mil thousand streams have been thy sire’s
-

to know.” "=

:i :lid and slept for aye~the youth his words hath heeded not;
as the rose which blooms in May deems he his lordly lot.

e - ; e
"‘t‘:‘::lpﬁl;e;l:mue, whilst scornful smiles athwart his fea-

* Now will T i
prove ho kl 3 2 Cod1”
High o’er the loftien' sickly dreams my doating sire betrayed!”

B > pinnacle that crowns his hall of power,
% b::, :m‘:»br:l:t. or reverie dispute the passing hougt’ ’
Each time it list ‘h‘“ .l"-“sl, its brazen chimes to breathe,
That will he souend bl:n to touch the cord that sways beneath.
& sbroad » that thro’ bis realm the news may spread
¥ Z
W cankering care forsakes his couch, how blissful is it lord.

- s no but, that that little bell,
ma:efl by biis willing hand, the tale of eloudless bligs shall tell.
rightly dawneth day by day, yet ere that day is o'er,

hopes that morning ushered i i
e iered in, at sunset smile no more:
ﬂ:::'ia the cord the princely youth his eager glance hath
et something stirs within his breast—the bell remains unrung.
w g:e?ms be his & well-proved friend, what gift with that can
“

?:;“d forth, thou brazen herald thou, for who so blest as 12”
“Bn:en envoy stands before bim—tears with his tidings blend—
—— t than basest foe is he, whom thou hast called thy friend!”

R‘O‘: ‘l f;md, fon(.l dream is his! he deems her heart hLis own!

A :wnr;\g' bliss, my matchless bliss, to all the world be
2t lo, his minister draws near, with face foreboding woe :
Sore] ;\y hege., and is it thine, nor truth, nor trust to know :”
] y his goul is chastened, yet hath he not his land,

tirerm[‘ny a princely treasure there, and many a gallant band ?
For G'od ween, no realm than his e’er pranked beneath the sun,

i gnd man, to do it grace, their goodliest had done. i

he" him to the. lattice, and he looked far and wide,

‘:i!lmyn_l eye is flashing, and his bosom swells with pride.
Wnci'th' L he joyous to the cord, now will he sound—but lo,
e lxn.the hall are hurried steps—a messenger louts low :

'e :g. see there, see there, yon flame that riseth bigh and

Ty

& l’d"e!h.ngs burn, our maidens flee, before the foeman’s spear!”

yul::'litlﬂ' slaves!” bursts forth the King, and stead of silken
He lnncl,xes i

up his trusty mail, and buckl i

Y y care hath thinned his locks al:::‘l dei‘ iy Lo
Aetdevher l;;ent rests the bell, the little bell on high

ud should a transient gleam of bliss illume his wi :

%cnree thinks he to awake its tones—it sWays ::n:::tlil::;dn?)‘::

e feels his sands are fleeting fast—be lays him down to die ;
““"\;rehn from without unceasingly he hears a wailing ery, -
: ;;en;?ns those sounds of serrow, what means that note of
“BAdh, Sire, our father leaveth us— his children weep below !”

i 0"[’ clu.ldren, bid them enter I—lov'd they their lord so well 7’

,t ﬁl;e,, could life but ransom life, their ready blood would

ell v’
But many a stout and sturdy heart is eager thronging in,
ce ;noyre to bless his dying lord—once more to see his King—
eusx d s then, my children?” and thousands faltered
ye!
Thn;d)'l.ng monarch caught the word—he raised Limself on high,

Se¢ized the cord—to Heaven one prayer his upturned eyes

addressed,

benreb:de the bell peal loud and long, and, smiling, sunk to
8

mmed his eagle eye,

~8harpe's Magazine.
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DIVISIONS op CHRISTENDOM axp DUTIES
OF CHURCIIMEN.

(F"";'" a C{earge of August 24, 1847, by Jomnx, Bishop of
redericton, delivered at his Primary Visitation. )

Whatever may be the evils affecting our Present
pos.nwn,_tl'ley are not new to the world.
at its origin, struggled with them in a mach greater
degree. Only it had then one great advautage which
::dhave not. It was then embodied in one definite

acknowledged system which was matched against

the world, and which suffered, bled, and prevailed—

oW men of the world ask, which is Christianity ?— |

-h:'c?h is the true Bible? Which is the right Bi-
P lp ’ Which is the true Pastor?  Which is the

al thing? Oris there nothing real after all p—

rom this statement you will see that what orators at
r\lbllc .meetings declaim upon with so much effect,

€ union of Christians in agreeing to differ, because

€y despair of agreement, is in reality not a good, but
& very frightf! practical evil, an evil certain t’o be
ade worse, if not incurable, by the commendations

estowed on it. It has produced a great deal of se-
‘cnr:; mﬁd‘ehty, and will produce, I fear, a great deal
ﬁrele. There is a vast body of persons, who live en-
"y i)['"(’\lllt. of what is called the religious world, who
fog alle igent, thought_ful people, very keenly watch-
s d-lhat.ls now going on around them, and very
e wssatisfied with all sects and all parties. They
Ch: great num.ber (3(' persons claiming not only to be
& lﬁtlar}s, b.ut. in this country to be separate church-
- &_ d.lsumlsed, often at open variance, never com-

Unicating with each other, yet in possession of the

o * .

th:i': dsi;":::)cl::e:l,\dﬂnd appealing to them in support ot
contrary systems with equal confi-

d.enc-e. I fear the effect upon minds of th‘ils desu; -

tion is a very great indifference to all, an indiﬂ’erenge

Bmounting to contempt.
It may be szid, perhaps, that such differences are
n? moment, and are felt to be of no moment by the
Parties themselves. I confess this is to me ineredible.
m: rational pious persons would form separate com-
fw:“’ns for what they believed to be trifles, not
the ded on their religious convictions. - But where is
community to whom their religious peculiarities
en°t appear of moment? Of so great moment that
3 3;:;:’2:36’;9?8;@'6(1 by them as the key-stones
s ik
Whole Gospel Scb;;el.ng of the Scriptures, and of the
euI;nl,s Zgam supposed that by the division of Christ-
2 b' nore good is effected on the whole; the divi-
odies stimulating each other to greater efforts.
'e:::“':f“ld be more reason in. this, if their efforts
eal of ﬂ":“ted to a common point: but when a vast
S that 1S energy is exerted against each oth_er, and
spins b l;\enns wasted, so that the web which one
Sppear {h 4y, the other unravels by night, it does not
¥iogs * we gain anything by our “unhappy divi-
pllCe‘Ro What satisfaction is it to learn that in one
 Roman Catholics have become Protestants, and
that L‘: another Protestants huve gone over t'o Rome ;
ang gy, re the Church has gained on the Wesleyans,
: ere the Baptists have prevailed over the Church,
"holee equilibrium of division be maintained on the
Dirit. *;‘“d good pious men, on many of whom the
% ho God has evidently descended, waste more
Alf their strength in undoing the good which
oS Wish to do ?
'n:r: l: the evil much amended by many of the fun-
thon bh doctnn.es of the Gospel being held in com-
“lnesgy all: for if any be denied, can there be, in 1..he
e by Of u“f‘APO?tolic sense, *one Lord, one falth
"nctio‘:,hs"-l? Where is this residuary Christianity
stin ed in the New Testament? ~Isnotthe “evr'sr-
'8 Gospel,” a systemfixed, limited, and determin-
'nne“hel' to be diminished nor enlarged by mankind?
"y ;:_'"ébe. a satisfactory state, when particular bo-
hristians make their selection of the traths
s velation, and their brethren, out of courtesy,
% ot to press POi"!tS of difference, which them-
be 'h;:::e'thele“, believe to be revealed? Wemay
tif ul that many traths are held in commen:
interegs i:)'lwﬂ‘e held as they ought to be, our joint
s them would unite us in Church-fellowship.
s 0 can never consist with a thorough discern-
and holy love of religious truth.

of our position as members of the Church in this Pro-
vince.

scribing,
world. It is our common weakness, reproach, and
punishment. = There is, however, among many of the
members of the Church in this Province, (and I'am |
inclined to think that the evil is felt in other Provin- |
| ces,) a surprising apathy, a want of conscious energy, |
without which nothing good or great can be accom-
plished, and a rematkable absence of public spirit.—
This may in some degree be imputed to the bad poli-
cy of the Mother Country. It arises, also, partly,
without doubt, from the noble yet sadly-abused gene-
rosity of the Society for Propagating the Gospel,
which did not insist from the first, that the people
should do their part in maintaining a religion to which
they professedly belong. ~ Yet the voluntary system
of support seems peculiarly liable to a capricious and
fitful charity, which promises much more than it ever
intends to perform. Whatever be the causes, the
facts (though painful) are too notorious to be denied,
and to conceal them is to render the evil fixed and
permanent. It is evident that much is received, and

|

hollow suspicion, and grovelling deceit from among us:
that he would give us truly to believe that there is a
God, a heaven, a hell, a future state of retribution:
that he would teach us to make our Prayer Books real

| books of prayer; our houses, houses of prayer; and

would make our hearts his home : that he would grant
to all who bear the Church’s name to be honest
Churchmen and consistent Christians!

THE PRAYER-BOOK AN AID TO MISSION-
ARY LABOURS.
( From “Illustrations of the Prayer Book.”)

—_—

The Prayer Book has been translated into most of
the languages of Europe and Asia, into many of those
of Africa and Oceanicea, and into several of the abo-
riginal tongues of our own continent; the number of
i lly distributed t ar to'less than

1es

 little paid. There can ‘that on the v hole
the'balance of wealth lies on the side of the Church
of England, yet, after making every allowance,- I
greatly fear that its members, taken as a whole, con-
tribute less to the steady and continued maintenance
of their own religion than the members of other reli-
gious communities.  In several parts of the Province,
which it might be invidious to name, a large number of
Churchmen, it is well known, do nothing for the sup-
port of the Church, or next to nothing. A few indi-
viduals give very liberally; and all that is done, to
their honour be it spoken, is done by them, and they
are called upon to give again and again. - Yet those
who do nothing are often very well able to afford to
give, but always have an excuse ready: in truth, they
feel little interest in religion, and they know that Eng-
land is ready to help them, and they forget the fearful
account which they will soon have to give. So great
is their ignorance, that they obviously regard the funds
of the Venerable Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel as a kind of patrimouial inheritance laid up
for themselves and their children, of which they are
robbed, when it is not granted to them, forgetting
that they are only pensioners on its bounty, that it re-
ceives now no support from Parliament, and that every
body of Christians is bound to contribute to the main-
tenance of their own Clergy, and the support of their
own charitable institutions.

It would indeed be only an act of justice, as well as
gratitude to that noble Society, the nurse of all our
Missions, that this Province, which has received so
largely from its funds, should occasionally, if not
statedly, render it pecuniary assistance in return: -~ I
am persuaded that by many it is still regarded as a
kind of government fund to which it is wholly unne-
cessary to conttibute,

For though the Mother Country has her own duty
to fulfil, nothing is more clear, than that, as long as
we are wholly dependant on the charity of others, we
shall never effectually maintain and propagate our own
faith. And do we esteem that faith so lightly, as to
consider it a matter of small importance whether it be
upheld or no? Arenot they who remain in a Church
without supporting it, even more guilty than they who
leave it? Iam unable at present to propose any

Chrislianity |

general remedy with any hope of its being adopted.
| The only true remedy seems to me to be an assess-
| ment upon the property of Churchmen, for the sup-
| port of their own religion. The burden would then
be felt most by those who are most able to bear it,
and the charitable efforts of individuals would be ap-
! plied in aid of poor and really destitute places.

It would be at the same time very angrateful to
deny that an iucreasing disposition to co-operate for
the good of the Church has been manifested for some
time past in many quarters, and that the liberal sums
contributed to the Church Society, are, it is to be
hoped, an earnest that a better spirit is beginning te
arise. And in saying what I deem it my duty to say
on this point, I must oot be understoood to reflect on
individuals, nor to deny a measure of willing co-op-
eration; but to speak of the united efforts of the
whole body of Churchmen, which I consider to be very
far below what might easily be accomplished, and
would be accomplished, if men were as eager to prac-
tise religion, as they are to dispute about it; orif
their gifts were made on a systematic system of chari-
ty, and in any degree corresponding to what they lav-
ish on themselves.  And I take this opportunity of
respectfully, but earnestly saying to my lay brethren,
the merchants, shipowners, and landed proprietors of
the Province, that it is their bounden duty, on gospel
principles, to make some permanent provision for the
Church in the place where their fortunes are made, or
their estates lie, out of the property which God, not
their own might and power, has given them. Let
them forgive me for reminding them, that * God isnot
mocked; but that whatsoever a man soweth, that shall

he also reap.”

The root of the evil no doubt lies in that hollow
worldliness, which makes men prefer the acquisition
of wealth to the salyation of their souls. Indifferent
to their own salvation, they care even less for the good
of others. They are not properly Church-members,
though they may be Church-goers. They abstain
from the Holy Communion, deeming themselves unfit
to.receive it, and perhaps justly ; yet they take no
pains to become better and holier. Our Church is
full of such broken reeds, who, when we lean upon
them, pierce us through and through with empty pro-
mises never made good to those who have depended
on their fulfilment. A vast train of sins follow closely
on this unholy state of mind, Parental discipline is |
wholly relaxed, so that little children become theif
own masters at a very early age, with the ignorance
of children, and the cunning of men. Early indul-
gence as children induces habits of greediness in after
years. Ixcess in eating aud drinking, and an inordi-
nate fove of pampering the appetite, making provi-
sion for the flesh,” reign without check among us.
Even at mid-day festive parties are held, in which the
use of an inordinate quantity of wine is encouraged,
and among both the younger and older members of
society strong driok in immoderate quantities is con-
tinually used. Among some a great waut of honour
is observable in the ordinary transactions of life. In
the remote districts a frightful irreverence in all divine
offices is observable. Had it not been for the generous
gifts of the two great Societies at home, there would
often be neither Communion Table, nor Font, nor Ves-
sels for the Holy Communion, nor a Linen Cloth, nor
Books for the Offices. Lven at present, in some
places, the Vessels 1 have been compelled to use in
administering the Lord’s Supper would not be used in
any decent parlour in the Province. The Canon
which requires @ Font of Stone is neglected in the
great majority of Parishes, nor is there even a font of
any durable material. Such are the results of leavicg
every man to do “ that which is right in his own eyes.”
Man, the creature, despises his Creator, and pays him
less revercnce than he exacts from his fellow-sinners
to himself.

Yet lest I should seem to discover no bright spots
in our horizon, 1 thankfully acknowledge that there
are those whose reverential love seems ever ripening,

who are found daily in the temple, blessing and prais-
ing God: who are never absent from the Heavenly

Board: whose hand never grows weary in charity, nor
does their love evaporate in words: were Christ again |
on earth, these faithful souls would pour the spikenard |

half a'million; and, as *God has made of one blood
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth,” they thus endeavour by the diffusion of catho-
lic truth, and in humble dependance vpon Him with-
out whom * nothing is strong, nothing is holy,” to unite
them also within the fold of one universal and Apos-
tolic Church, *having one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God the Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in all.”

It was remarked at a late anniversary of the London
Prayer Book Society, that dissenters in that country,
surrounded by all the means of grace, had their little
prejudices against the Church, but that if they went
abroad, the first thing they would do after making a
translation of the Bible, would be to translate the
Prayer Book; and whatever difference of opinion may
prevail respecting the value of liturgical forms to the
inhabitants of Christian countries, it would seem in-
deed, that a doubt could hardly be rationally enter-

Yet this sad division is not, in my view, the worst | on his sacred head, would anoint his body for the peared m(, join in the singing, and in the responses,
burial, would treasure up his holy sayings, would fol- | with the greatest possible propricty and devotion.—
How fearful soever the evil I have been de- ‘[ low him, and minister to him of their substance. O | :
we share it in comtnon with all parts of the | that God would give us to see more of this blessed ‘ that it was with difficulty I could suppress my feel-
spirit : that he would root out heartless doubt, and ' ings when the notes of the organ were almost drowned |
by the full burst of these native worshippers, who,
from haying been once cannibal savages, were now

Indeed, so intensely interested was I in the Service,

uniting in the praises of God."”

47TA missionary in India, visiting a dying native, was
surprised at the composure and resignation which he
displayegi, and intimating a desire to know what had
produced so happy an influence, the sick man drew
from under his pallet of straw a copy of the Prayer
Book, and assured him it was that which had prepar-
A similar instance is related by
one of the English missionaries to Greece. - He pre-
sented a copy of the Prayer Book in Romaic, to the
‘The misfortunes of her
kindred, preying upon her spirits, had impaired her
health, and she sought consolation in the prayers
of the Liturgy. During a painful and protraeted ill- | ahandon the very appointed spot of mutual recog-
ness, she kept it constantly beneath her pillow, and | nition; for where is it,
t hours of her life were spent in reading and

ed him for death,

daughter of a noble family.

the
meditgting upon its contents.

Faets without number might be adduced in further
proof of this position, for every people to whom a mis-
sionary has been sent, would furnish abundant illus-
trations ; but not to increase unduly the size of the
present work, it will suffice to quote in conclusion, the
evidence of Bishop Wilson of Calcutta, in whose ex-
tensive diocese, the converting power of Christianity
“Prac-
tice and experience make way for our Church beyond
other forms of ecclesiastical government, by the ex-
cellence of our Liturgy, her spiritual devotion, her
stability, her safeguard against innovation, her assis~
tance especially to the young and immature Christian
and the strength she affords to the native convert, I
said practice and experience produced these results,
bat I look higher; it is the Grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ which descends on the means of His own ap-
pointment, and on the primitive forms of devotion,
yhich from the birth of Christianity, have been used

has been of late years, so signally displayed.

in the assemblies of the faithful.”

tained of their importance under other circumstances.
Upon the understanding of the untutored heathen,
darkened through the ignorance that is in them, the
truths of Christianity exert a feeble influence, and line
upon line, and precept upon precept, are generally re:

quired before any lasting impression can be made.—
Something is absolutely necessary to fix their wave:-

ing and imperfect ideas; and, as might have been an-

ticipated, experience has shown that the Prayer Bok
is as well adapted to their wants, asif it had ben
originally intended for them ;—teaching them hov to
pray, and supplying a form of devotion, iu whica all
the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel are fully em-
bodied, and methodically brought before their view;
while the short distinct prayers into which it is divided
are easily retained in the memory. The 'ate Dr.
Morrison, the Chinese Missionary, himself a dissenter
from the Church of England, was so strongly impress-
ed with its importance, that he even trapslated the
more necessary portions before he had completed the
version of the Scriptures. In a letter to the English
Board of Directors under whom he acted, he says,—
“T have translated the morning and evening Service
just as they stand in the Book of Common Prayer,
altering only those parts which relate to the rulers of
the land. These I am printing, together with the
Psalter divided for the thirty days of the month. I
intend them as helps for social worship. = Mr. Milne
wished me to modify them, so as to render them more
suitable to our peculiar circumstances, but as they
possess here no authority beyond their intrinsic excel-
lence, and-are not binding upon the practice and con-
science of any, and as they are not exclusive, I judged
it better to preserve them as they are. Additional
helps may be afforded, if they should not be found
adequate; The heathen at first require helps for so-
cial devotion, aud to me it appeared that the richness
of phraseolugy, the elevated views of the Deity, and
the explicit and full recognition of the work of our
Lord Jesus Christ, were so many excellencies, that a
version of them into Chinese as they were was better
than to remodel them."”

The testimony thus borne, is amply confirmed by
facts in reference to the aborigines of our own country,
and the experience of chuarch missionaries abroad.
An instance of recent occurrence among the former,
is thus related by Bishop Polk:—*The lady in charge
of the school for the Cherokee nation, and who is a
missionary of the “ American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions,” having laboured among that
people for above fifteen years, assured me that she
found nothing so well adapted to her purposes as the
Book of Common Prayer. The whole arrangement
was well suited to impress the truths of the Gospel on
the heathen mind, and particularly the regular recur-
rence of the same language and ideas in the Sunday

Services.”

Bishop Chase visiting some years ago an Tndian
tribe discovered a copy of the Liturgy, published in
1787, by the venerable Society for Propagating the
Gospel in Foreign Parts; and was informed that they
had been enabled thereby to conduct their public de-
votions every Lord’s day, during a long series of years.
He protracted his sojourn beyond tl'1e Sunda:y follow-
ing, and united with them in their worship. *By
proceeding,”’ he observes, “with all the prayers, as the
Church has directed, the whole congregation through
an aged reader, could join in tepeating_ and oﬂ‘el:ing
up the same petitions with myself, they in the Indian,
and I in the English language. My mind was most
favourably impressed towards these poor people; and
my attachment to our primitive Liturgy was mightily
strengthened by this instance of its great utility.
Without such a help, how much of the missionary’s
labour is lost, like oil spilt upon the ground, without
a vessel to contain and preserve it. Iad it not been
for this Prayer Book, the worship of God would, to
all human view, never have been perpetuated to the
edification of this now interesting people.”

According to the Rev. Mr. Yate, “the Liturgy of
the Church of England, as translated into the lan-
guage of New Zealand, has been next to the preach-
ing of the Gospel and the use of the Holy Scriptures,
one of the most efficacious means of Christian instruc-
tion. It is so simple, expresses 8o well the wants,
both spiritual and temporal, of the people; and
like the Bible, from whence a large part of it is
derived, it so exactly meets every case, that it comes
home to the experience, the heart, and the conscience;
tends to awaken the unconverted, and is a source of
consolation to the distressed sinner under his convic-
tions, while the more advanced, are edified by the spi-
rituality of its petitions. My mind is more than ever
convinced ef the essential value of a liturgical seivice,
to a people so uneducated, so unused to prayer as the
New Zealanders. 3

“It is a gladdening sight to see and hear the natives
at prayers. Religious worship is generally conducted
by & baptized native Christian.  Their language con-
veys in its tones something peculiarly devotional.
The Confession, the Lord’s Prayer, and other parts of
our beautiful Liturgy, sound in the native tongue,
really awe-inspiring. Every morning and evening,

|« Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

never knew.
| station ?
positive evil,
proper station cau no more know the Lord, and so

be known by Him, than he who knows the Lord will
step out of his station. To do that is at once to

but in the very execution of
our duties under his grace, that the acquaintance is
either begun or maintained? For there is required
the opening of the heart in watchfulness and prayer,
in self-examination, and in noting and putting to ac-
count the daily opportunities peculiar to the station
in the confidence of faith; in dependence upon divine
belp, in reliance on heavenly promises. In short, as
well might the Jewish priest have sacrificed outside
the Temple, as the Christian priest offer the sacrifice
of His body on that spot which the Lord has not ap-
pointed to him.

How utterly did God disapprove, through the mouth
of his Apostle, the doings of men who had even been
commissioned by Him through the manifestation of
extraordinary spiritual gifts, but went out of their
way, and abused them to the selfish purpose of ob-
taining the lead of a party. He tells them, that how-
ever God may have used them for his purposes, yet
their relation to Him, and His to them, is no closer,
1o higher, than what exists between the man and the
trumpet which he sounds, or the cymbal which he
strikes.  Are these instruments profited by such use,

and are they not laid aside as soon as done with? It

THE CHRISTIAN COMING TO CHRIST
WITH THANKSGIVING.

(From *“ Sermons for Sundays, Festivals, and Fasts.” )

We know who is our Redeewer, and we know that
Heis our King. Weknow that He reigns in Heaven.
We know that His ministers are with us on earth, and
that they do His work not in their own strength, but
by His Spirit that works in them, and with them.—
We know that He accepts our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, = We know that He feeds us with the
flesh of a sacrifice, of which they had no right to eat
who served the Tabernacle (Heb. xiii. 10)—the great
Offering for sin. We are come not to the flames and
thunders of Mount Sinai, at which Moses himself
trembled, aid the people could not endure them,
(Heb. xii. 18,) but into the Church of God, which is
one with the Church in heayen, in which God dwells,
and brings us pear to Himself; so that we can ap-
proach Him readily and constantly by a new and liv-
ing way (Heb. x. 20).

Thousands of Churches are one holy Temple in
which His people meet before Him. = Millions of wor-
shippers, in all parts of the world, are one congrega-
tion, for they sre one Body in Christ. = * O house of
Jacoh” we may say with the Prophet, ‘come ye, and
let us ik in the light of the Lord.””  (ls.ii. 5.)—
Come gt ye who name the name of Christ, and gather
yourse]yes together in His name, *‘to render thavks
for the benefits you have received at His hands, to
set forth His most holy praise, to hear His most holy
word, and to ask those things which are needful for
body apd soul.” Come and rejoice together in what
He hag dove for you, when Ilis Church celebrates the
great gets of His life on earth, or the work of His Spi-
rit in Hjs saints and martyrs.  Come and partake of
the gacred feast He makes you. Come and join with
angelg and archangels, and glorified saints, in celebra-
ting Fyjs praise.

Come—unless you mean to turn away from Him—
to show, by your unwillingness to be with Him, that
you do not care to be found among His people at the
last day. Come, if you wish the joyful sound of His
praise 1o ring from land to land, and the earth to be
filleq yjth the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea. Come, unless you are con-
tent ¢, pe among the people that forget God. (Hab.
i 14, Js. xi.9; Ps. ix. 17.)

By¢ come remembering into whose presence you
are coming. Come determined to * walk in the light
of the Lord.”  Not as those who walk in darkness,
and «pate the light, neither come to the light, lest
their qeeds should be reproved.”  (John iii. 20 )—
Come gnd be ready to live in the light. Submit
yourselyes truly to Christ, take His yoke upon you,
and legrm of Him. (Matt. xi. 29.) Remember, until
yOu cap remember it with joy, because you are doing
the tyy¢h, that God searches the heart, and knows the
most gecret springs of all you do. Do not a thing
which you would wish to hide; for to think of hiding
it froy, Him is worse than folly; it is to deny Him.
Think pot you can rejoice in Christ, and not rejoice in
rightegyeness.  Think not you can rejoice in Christ,
and d, the deeds of darkness. Think not you can
rejoice jn Christ, and keep hidden malice in your
heartg, or deceive your neighbour for gain.—Think
00t yoy can rejoice in Christ, and delight in thoughts
of the world and of the flesh.

The light of God's countenance shines through all
creation: it cheers the martyr in his dungeon, it glori-
ﬁe.u the ucknown or despised saint, it detects the
wicked in his hiding-place.  Yes, whether he wrap
hims€lr in the shade of night for theft or murder, or
in the depths of deceit for fraud and filthy lucre, or in
the splendour of wealth for pride and oppression, and
carelessuess, or in the show of religion itself, to stand
well with mep by his hypocrisy. It is under this eye
that yOu are called to venture upon holy ground, or
"th.e t God has placed you within His courts, and
reminds you that you are walking in them, and in His
presence. . “Tet every one that nameth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity!” (2 Tim. ii. 19.)

STRAYING FROM OUR APPOINTED
SPHERE.

(From “ The Ministry of the Body,” by the Rev. R. W.
Evans, B.D.)

How sad a case is that which now so com-
m.o'nly Prevails, when a man, haviog excited his am-
bition by a future prospect, proportioned in bril-
liancy to the tawdriness of his self-conceit, leaves the
duties of hig proper sphere unfulfilled to interfere with
those of another, setting himself up as a bishop over
other men’s affyjrs, and is thus at once unprofitable in
the post assigned to him, and a hindrance in that
which has been agsigned to another. The proper
duty of his post js oo palpable for him, too much
matter of fact anq of common-place. ~He finds it too

is possible, therefore, to make a very showy display
out of the bounds of our station, and yet be very far
from the blessing of God.

The work of his station will always be drudgery to
the spiritualist. It is a severe task to the indolence,
the vanity, the love of novelty and notoriety, which
are generated by his speculative flights; and, there-
fore, that part of the building which was assigned to
him in the edification of the glorious temple of the
Lord's body is neglected. Its architecture was too
familiar, perhaps ouly a plain course of stone, while
he would be at pointing a pinnacle; and the labour
too mechanical, perhaps only laying a stone, when he
would be carving one. He, therefore, abandons his
work to set up for himself, and builds a castle in the
air, a true modern architect's castle, fantastic, incon-
gruous, unjnhabitable, and found to be in every body’s
way. But even this soon makes way for some other
fabric of the fashion of the day, equally unsubstan
tial, equally absurd; and the builder is succeeded by
other builders equally vain, equally giddy, equally
babbling thedialect of Babel, equally at home abroad,

japOstleship, and intruded with his own will on the
| duties of those who were posted by the will of God,
after the work of disunion and confusion which bis
ambition and vanity have wrought, he looks compla- '
cently and confidently forward to the welcome of
It
never. for a moment enters into a mind so fully pre-
possessed with the notion of its own merits, that there
is another and very different salutation for those who
bhave prophesied in the Lord's name, but whom He
And will the Lord kuow, does he rccog-
i nise, any vne who thinks to work out of his own
The man may, perhaps, point to some
| seeming good for a sign, but he shuts his eyes to the
Ile may point to following crowds, but
does being followed by crowds place God at our head ?
Let him be assured that the man who steps out of his

A FASTIDIOUS DISPOSITION.
(From* A Guide to Church Fellowship." )

All men, in obe respect, resemble the wucient
Athenians, who were eager *“to tell or to hear some
new thing,” (Acts xvii. 31 v.) ~In the present day of
religious excitement, such a disposition is more than
usually prevalent, and ealls for, on the part of Chyist«
ians, mare than usual precaution. It is by no means
uncommon for some congregations te grow in a few
years tired of the minister, whom they once not only
welcomed amongst them with the strongest demone
strations of regard, but whom they almost idolized,
And this state of feeling has arisen, not because he is
deficient in talent, or indolent in study, or because
his discourses ave feeble and meagre, incapable of
enlarging their acquaintance with divine trath, bat
simply because they possess him. The charm and
freshness of novelty in his manner, which was once so
attractive, has passed away. The same tones of voice
falling constantly on their ears, weary and pall. They
are restless for a change, and like the pampered epicure
sated with delicious viands, they long for an alteration
of their diet, and can turn from the most luxuriang
:_able,«to sit down to eveu the goarsest and wmeanest

are.

Such a disposition has ever been favourable to
schisms. - Something new has ever been sought after,
although every thing new in religion is a grand imper-
tinence.  Whatever does not bear upou it the stamp
of antiquity in doctrine or precept, is erroneous,
“Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways and see,
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls,”
(Jer. vi. 16 v.) !

To gratify the corrupt appetite for novelty, men of

misguided or designing minds have tried, and tried
alas! too successfully, every kind of artifice and ma=
neeavre.

Spiritual empiricism, has been as rife, as
popular, as well attested and recommended, as the
quackery for corporeal maladies. Indeed, in propor-
tion to the absurdity and extravagancy of its nostrums,
to the hardihood and vain confidence of its experi-
wmenters, have mankind yielded to the delusions. He
must be slenderly acquainted with the history of our
race, and but little observant of what is now pussing
around him, who does not know that these devices are
some of “the depths of Satan,” (Rev. ii. 24 v.) whose
maxim it is “to divide and to destroy.” 'To sober

and serious Christians, it is a source of anguish to
witness many of the doings of the present day, which
are carried on under pretext of superior illumination
and sanctity, to see going forward amongst some sec-

taries, as much arrogant pretension, pharisaical con-
ceit, boasting of miraculous gifts; and these things
supported by artful illusions, and followed by as gross

credulity and obstinate folly, as ever characterized any
age of mankind.

Let us dread then, the idea of the mental dissipa~
tion which disposes to sach feverish excitement, and
which may render us a prey tosuch wild illusions.
Let us fear to mistake the frenzy of the passions for
the renewal of the heart. Let us testify a decided
abhorrence of the wretched impostors who in order to
“make gain of godliness,” (1 Tim.vi. 5 v.), are intent
upon exciting certain theatrical emotions of horror, and
producing in the Church feelings and conduct, which

aud abroad at home, and carnalizing the spirit by the
proud attempt to spiritualize the body.

materialy 100 mych of a confinement for his-enlarged

THE DIVINE SAVIOUR.

(From * Lectures on the First Nine Chapters of St. Mat-

thew's Gospel,” by Archbishop Leighton.)

—_—

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ. Many

great volumes of history have been written of states

and kingdoms of the earth, and lives of famous men,

and the reading of them may delight and inform the
mind; but what are they all, how empty and comfort-

less stuff in respect of this history!
generation of Jesus Christ.

T'he book of the
This is the gospel, the

alone good tidings to all nations and all ages; still
fresh, and equally good news from one generation to

another.

Had not the Virgin borne this Son, we

must say, all of us, “Good for us we had rot been
born."

Now, that so many ages were run by, before his

coming, H1s will, who chose that point of time, is suf-

ficient reason,

But, 1st, We may perceive by this,

that the faith of the church and people of God was
exercised in the expectance of this promised seed, in
whom all the nations should be blessed.

2dly. And the esteem of this rich gift raised (and

well did he deserve to be) the desire and hope of the

nations.

Thus the Lord hath been pleased, in other

great favours, to use this way to reveal them in the
promise long time before the performance; so, a son
to Abraham, and the deliverance from Egypt, and that
other from Babylon long before the captivity.

3dly. He was equally from the beginning, in his

father's view, for the interest of believers, in all those
preceding ages, as if he had already lived and died
and rose again, A Lamb sluin from the foundation of
the world; for he sees through all generations and suc-
cessions of times, and all things in them are always

alike present to his eye.

But in the meantime, while

the church was held in prefiguring shadows, this was
their grand desire, that he might appear in the flesh;
still looking and waiting when the day should break,
and the shadows flee away. And thus in the Song of
Solomor may we take that wish (ch. viii. 1.), OR/
that thou wast my brother! ~And though the ti:ne
seemed long, yet the vision was for the set time, and
then it spake, and lied not; and he was coming for-
ward in the succession of time, hastening as a roe on
the mountains, skipping from one age, fron one one hill

to another: as here we have it, Abraham begat Isaac,
Isaac begat Jacob, §¢. And this is now the great
wish of his spouse, the church, and of each particular
soul espoused to him, that he would come again as he
hath promised ; and he will doso. What a sweet

seem to be the renewal of the ancient orgies of de-
mons ; ofttimes so dethroning reason from its empire
in the minds of the young, as to render them incurable
maniacs, and acting the most mournful of all tragedies,
without the spectators thinking there was any tragedy
acting at all, Eeét us lift against such doings an in-
trepid voice. St. Paul lays it down as a characteristic
of “Those who cannot endure sound doctrine,” that
“they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears.”
(2 Tim.iv. 3 v.) A prudent and faithful Christian
will resist all importunities, even once, to desert his
pastor, to run after new teachers, however they may
be lauded or he may be solicited. 1f his heart be in
the right place, he will feel no inclination to listen to
them, “No man having drunk old wine straightway
desireth new, for he saith the old is better.,”” (Luke
v. 39 v.) g

It is much to be lamented that some professors are
so vagrant in their habits, that instead of adhering to
their own communion, they are always wandering
about from plice to place. Every new preacher or
new occurrence calls them away from their own sance
tuary. By this means they foster the spirit of fasti-
diousness in which they indulge; they listen ouly to
be gratified and excited; they never profit. “Asa
bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that
wandereth from his place.””  (Prov. xxvii. 8.) Such
persons are always, spite of their self importance, the
most ignorant in divine things; “ever learning and
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (2
Tim. iii. 7v.) They are always captious, carping,
carried away with overweening conceit of themselves,
feeding and fanning divisions, allured by the glare of
every meteor, and led on from one illusion to another,
“These are spots in your feasts of charity.” (Jude
12v) “Thus saith the Lord—they have Joved to
wander, they have not restrained their feet, therefore
the Lord doth not dccept them.” (Jer.xiv. 10 v.)
«The man that wandereth out of the way of under-
standing, shall remain “in the congregation of the
dead.” (PI’O'- xxi. 16 V.)

Let us then check a fickle and fastidious temper, as
we would avoid falling into the sin and incurring the
punishment of schisw.

THE CHURCH OF NOTRE DAME, AT PARIS,
(From Sergeant Talfourd’s Vacation Rambles.)

Through such avenues we threaded out way, half
blinded, and quite stunned, to the front of the venes
rable cathedral; an open space, indeed, but more
resembling a filthy inn yard, than the approach to one
of the most famous churches in Christendom, where
every kind of filth was allowed to accumulate, and
rubbish might be cast, not in secret, bat under the
great eye of heaven. Not a trace of reverentiul care
gave token of Christian piety or antiquarian sentiment;

echo there (Rev. xxii. 17) of Come! The Spirit says | but (he poor old majestic pile, neighboured by dirty

Come, and the Bride says Come; and he says, (ver.
20), Behold I come quickly; and they resound again,
Amen, even so, come, Lord Jesus!

But thou shalt call his name Jesus. That is the
name that refreshes the fainting spirits of humbled
sinners, that the sweet smelling balm, that the oint-
ment poured out, that draws the virgins to love him ;
sweet in the mouth and in the ear, and life in the
heart. A4 Suviour, for he shall save his people from
their sins, ‘The Jews were his people once in a par-
ticular way ; but all Jews and Gentiles that run unto
his name as their refuge, are his people, and he hath
engaged himself to be their Saviour, whatsoever kind
of people they be, and whatsoever kind of guiltiness of
sins they bring with them.  And for that rea:en, as is
observed, are named in this his genealogy, persons
grossly stained, and the woman too, is specified, all
under the same blot; and one a atranger, not of the

seed of the Jews; signifying him to be a Saviour of

all nations, and even of the vilest sinners. But we
know not his riches or our own poverty ; therefore we
run not to him. We perceive not that we are lost and

perishing; therefore a Saviour is a word of little relish.

the chief and the slave, the once cannibal warrior, and | and spiritualizeq mind; and that duty which clearly | Ob, were we convineed of the huge mass of guilt that

the smiling babe, are to be found prostrate before the | calls Upon him for exertion on the spot, is idly | lies upon us, and the wrath that for it hangs over us,
‘ and capriciously ‘orsaken for some imaginary occasion | ready to fall on us and sink us, this would be our con-
Captain Jacobs, of  of usefulness, just as the doll is' thrown out of the | tinual thought, till we were resolved in it, “Is this
And to the end we might find bim

mercy-seat of their God and Saviour."

Speaking of the same people,
the East India Service, observes, “ never did 1 witness
a more attentive, orderly, and devout assembly, even

in a Christian country. T'he whole congregation ap-~ | after having run about the country on his self-elected

| window by the child that eries for the moon.
' come to the melancholy conclusion of the absurdity,

And to | Saviour mine?”

|

cafés and baokrapt-looking shops, seemed left meckly
to vindicate its claim of respect before beaven, like
Christianity in its earliest days, rising above the scorns
and the abuses of the world. I was disappointed in
the size of the edifice, having received a shadow
notion of an enormous building, from Victor nusu'i‘
great romance, of which it is the scenc; but abundantly
recompensed by the sense of dim antiquity which it
conveys with more hoary power than any pile which [
recollect, not in ruins, Its square grey turrets are the
haunts of innumerable birds, former generations of
whom have shivered away the erumbling stones for
their posterity to “make their bed and procreant
cradle in;”" and the low archways over the humble
portals beneath them, seem carved out of wood which
has been charred by the action of fire, The interior
is naked and gloomy, and struck us with a vault-hke
chillness. How different from the pride of Paris—tha
Madeleine, which we visited the next day, elevated on
broad platforms of steps, a huge Grecian building of
white stone, like an Athenian temple without, like &
gaudy music-room within! The interior is still un+
finished ; but all glowing with purple and gold, with.
out shadow, without repose, shows that in its perfec-
tion it will be a miracle of French art, raised to French
glory.  For such a gew-gaw as this, do the Parigians
neglect their own holy cathedral; but no wonder;
self is ever rebuked before the embodied presence of

80, we should tread upon all that lies in our way to| ages; Notre Dame is the grave of vanity, the Made-

run to him.

leine will be its thrope.



