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OLD FORT FRONTENAC.

T the western extremity of Carleton Island, which
8'~I~~lies near Lake Ontario, on a promontory of land,j~j ending in a rocky bluff some seventy feet in

height, are the ruins of an old French Fort. The
half-ruined and toppling chirnneys alone remnain as nionu-
inents of the glory which has departed. The history of the
fort is welI nigh lost in the mist; of the past, but the ruins
are supposed to be those of Old Fort Frontenac. The fort
must have been buit at an early date, for in 1760 it fell into
the hands of the English, along ivith the entire French po -
sessions. It is recorded, that in the war of 18 12 it was taken
by a party of Americans, under commanid of an ex-revolu-
tfonary soldier named Hubbard, at xvhich time it %vas occu-
pied by two women and three invalids, xvho made a slight
resistance but soon capitulated. The fort, which at that
time had advanced considerably in decay, was fired, and the
Americans took their prisoners ashore at Cape Vincent,
'vhere the victors were reccived with great enthusiasm. At
one time the fortress must have becn anl important one. 1ts
construction exhibits a good cleal of skill in the line of de-
fences. The fortifications in the rear xvere semi-circular in
form, having a trench cut in the solid liniestone, twenty feet
wide and four feet deep ; the rock wall was also four feet high.
The front portion of the fort was naturally impregnable, and
was doubtless defended by a stockade, although the ashes of
it, when the fort was burned, were swept away, leaving no0
trace of what once was. To the rear of the fort, in a fiat field,
lie a number of graves, and further back, in a copse, is an old
Indi 'an burying ground. Many of these graves have been
desecrated by the ruthless relic hunter, and some French
buttons and rusty buckle.3 have been found in some of the
former, while stone arrowv heads and stone tomahawk heads


