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In presenting Lo the public the first number
of what wo trust ~hall becomo the leading
journal of Canadian wit and humour, it behoves
us to suy but little of the reasons that bave
actualed us in doing so. We hare long folt
that thers was o great Jack of such an institu-
tion; wo cannot holp thinking tbat thnt Jack
has been, until now, ansupplicd.

From timo to timo there bave sprung up in
tho country mushroom growths of humour
that, for & time, have lickled tho palate of a
fow readers. But they have vanished away,
one after another.  Thero still exist one or two
toadstool growths, which cke out a misemble
orratic oxistenco, and which still retain a fow
subseribers by dint of seurrilous persounnlity,
which is so suro to ubtain popularity with a
cettain olnss.

Our fixed and sole endeavour shall e to
provide fun and humour for our readers, and
oceasionally wib. 1t i3 a general misapprehen-
gion that a paper of this class canuot retain
popularity without, to a certain extent, over-

stepping the honnds which restrain the tone of

an ordinary daily paper.  This i3 a mistake,
aud wo shall provo it to be such. On no
account, and on no oceasion, shall the slightest
personality be indulgedin by us at the expense
of these who are not in publie Jife. The pnblic
life of any ono is fuir game, and shall be treated
by us agsuch; and we think that we enn, in the
public actions of public men, and in Canadinn
lifo and literaturs in general, provide oursolves
with honost mixl good materinl to work npon ;
and lots of it at that,  All that new remains is
Lo hope that the publio may look with favour
upon this enterpriso, nnd give it that suceess
which they may deem it to deserve.—£n. Caxy,
Tuxen. ,
—_—

A VICTIM TO MISPLACED DIFFIDENCE.

In his voply wilh regard lo the numerously
sigmed roquisition, presented to bim, vequesting
him tobecomo o candidate for the Councillorship
of tho West Ward, Mr. Romeo 1L Stephons
makes nso of the fullowing words: * | nceept it
with difidonce.” Now, every day, it is our
common lot to see men who suller from * Mis-
placed Confidencs” or too grent an opinion of
their own capabilities; but it is seldom that the
reverso of that stato of things is noticeable.
Such, howover, is the case here. There was
not the slightest need of auny decluration of
diffidence. A better represoutative for tho West,
Ward than Mr. Stephons conld not he found,
and if the acquisition of that office should
prove in time a step towards the Mayorality, it
would bo decidedly, as far as the city is con.
corned, a step in tio right direction.  Still of
the two oxtremes * Misplaced Dillidence” is
more to Lo desived than * Misplaced Confi-
dence  Mr. Beandry, attention!

———

Tho averago cost of a Prugsinn soldier,
inclnding the pay of the oflicers, &e., is
ostivmtod al £30 o year; of o French soldier,
£40 a year; John Bull’s red-coats, £100 a
yeav—dmerican Paper.

Taking into counsideration the comparative
fighting power of the three specimens; the
English avmy will be found to be conducted-
most ceonomically of the three—Dby fur.

*WOULD YOU ROB A POOR MAN OF
1ITS BEER? "

The Krening Telegraph of last week anim-
adverts severely upon the fact that some
enterprising brewer in Quebeg is about to open
up an establishment on a large scals in that
city. Uad the writer of the consuring pava-
graph evor suflered o bottle from the tap of
one of the hreweries at present extant in (he
“ancient enpital,” he would bave hurst into
panegyries of praisc rather than o fit of fuelt-
finding. 1l says that the “ Quebee flavour
pervades the whole transaction.” I such prove
the case, alay for the Quebecers. But il the
new caterer to the taste of Quebee alg drinkers
can ouly manage to put in a little of Lho
“ Montreal fluvonr,” then—Quehee shall once
moro he blest, and onee more, perehance, may
find ber teade revived and her resources re-
susciteted.

Over and above the fuct that the Quebeeers
have determined in future o deink good ale in
preferenco to the stafl they have hitherto
“worried down,” as the Bastern "Townshipers
sny, tho bachelors in their midst have deter-
mined to give a ball. Chis meets with much
censure likewiso.  In fact, to plenss some
poople, Quebee must behave hersell very
primly,  The eves of the Dowsinion are upon
her, ler inhabitants must dress in gray ;
broad-brimmed hats must he universai, and the
woods on her hills must bo clothed next spring
in sombre tints,  Sv say some, but so do not
wosay. We are happy Lo hear of the improved
beer, happy to hear of the bachelors’ ball, and
ouly regret that wo cannob be on hand to
onjoy thew,

A NEW VERSION OF AN OLD) PABILE.—~
“TINE UNRULY MEMBER.”
Demeaten To e 1oy, Jos. Juwk,

Ouce upon a time a body which had but
veeently sprang into existence was mneh
admired (or the beauty of its proportions, and
overy one prophesied for i a long and happy
life, aud & speedy inerense in heauty and wealth.
Bvery portion of the frame scemed to work
woll, with one solitary exeeption. One member
beeame unruly. It was the nose, and moreover
this uose was a Blue Nose. It asserted Lhat it
had been brought into becoming a member of
the body against its will, that when it was an
imlependent nasal attached to no body what-
ever it was of more conseqnence.  That it had
Leen persistently bled sinee becominga member
of tho obnoxious bhody And morcover it
asserted that not only did it wish to leave the
framo it was attached te, but it would be blowed
if it would stay, )

Hereat the whole body was moved, for it
was attached to the Bluo Noze—even though
it did not wish to be attached to it.  And the
other members set about devising how the
Cerulean fenlure might be retained-—but, alas!
tho fuble goes no further,

Morat—Will not be known for some lime
yet. ‘Wesay: Let her slide.

A IlsTontean Parabikn~r, Kerr, Q. C.,
brought an action for damages ngainst the
Evening Telegraph, aund Mr. Train brings a
similar action against the British Government.
The conclusion of the latter ease will probably

prove a3 refreshing and remunerative to the
modest plaintifl’ as.was the former to its
promulgator.

WARNING TO BILLLARDISTS.

Scexg—Young Charlic Miscue, just arrived
home from an cvening spent al James's.—
T'o him :—

Mus. Miscue.—Why, Chulie dear, where on
earth do yon spend your evenings that you
cume home all covered with that nasty chalk?

Cuartie —Well, al, by jovo, ah, vtell you
the trath, we, that is to say T, no, we, ah, have
opened up a night school for the teaching of
the poor; and that confounded writing on the
black-board, you know, dear,

SPORTING NEWS.

A correspondent asks us if tho * Lacvosse
Democrat” and the “ Sporting Bditor of $he
Gazette " are synonymons terns, We correet
the naturally arising misapprehension, The first
is an American joumal of current news and
literature, while the latter is what Dr. Johnson
called the indignant fishwoman, “an indi-
vidual.” '

NEARLY A MILE A MINUTE!!

IL is genernlly known that some of the
amatenr pedestrians of this city can cover
gronnd at a pretly good pace; bug tho follow-
ing, osteacted from a daily paper which pro-
fesses to Lo somothing in the sporting line,
Leats anything we have yet come aeross. We
should like to enter the suow-shoer in quess
tion {or the Derby. No wonder that it was
diflicult to Lime such a race with any degreo of
acenrney :—

“ Sxow-31ouIxa.~The Lo miles ran npon
Sherbrooke street yesterday morning, in answor
to a challenge that they could be accomplished
in 2m. 503., were by one authority covered in
2, 55s., while another held that the time made
was 2m. 5043, Tt was in consequence decided
that all bets taken upon the issue should be
considered drawn."—Daily News.

WIO IS MY UNCLE?
(By our Skort-hand Writer.)
Thy Uuele! it is e who lists
With pity to thy groan—

Who takes your time-picee in his hand
And makes your case his own!?

Thy Uncle! it he who aids
Young Bankrupt Swells forlorn;
Who puts their jewels in a chesst,
And cheeks them with a pawn.

Thy Uucle! Solitary man,~—
T'o bim no *hid” helalls,—

Still every night he doth attend
No fewer than “ three balls.”

Thy Tnele! fear not, he shall loso
lis gems and jewels bright—

For strangers, even, go and put
A aeateh in every night!

Thy Uncle! like the Aunly NHowe,
Knows what he iz about;

Like him lives on the bread of fools,
Whe live upon his * spout.”



