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out of a pair of berlins, once white, darted into the
court and out of the court int the street. If there
wus one portion of Chestcrfield that Skegg,4s admircd
more than another, it was that wherein he advises
never to hurry through the streetn, as it betokeneth
not the grentlemAin but the man of business, and that
he might flot be mistaken for such, so innate witb
us in every dcgree of life is this feeling of assump-
tien, he invariabiy made it à point of starting much
eariier than necessary, and to saunter along with
the slow and careia air of a maxn who wishes to
impress on the worid that bis time is bis own. It
was thcrefore ivith some degrce of mortification that
Mr. Skeggs found bimscif for once compclled to use
more than ordinary despatch; arrived at the next
church, tbe minute hand poin.tcd to ten ftiinutes past.
deBîa me," quDth Mr. Octavius to hirnself, deand
1 have yet twcnty minutes walk to accompiish."
Wbat was te be done 1 he couid not resust-off he
started, fast, faster, faster stili, and in iess than five
seconds lie was fairiy runningY-but it i1puld'nt do.
"Wbat can people see in mie to be staring s0,"'

thouglit Mr. Skegg7s, but the idea originatcd in bis
own fanciful conceptions, for even at that early
hour people werc too busied in their own affairs to
be at ail conscious that such an important person-
a,", as Mr. Octavius Skcggs was hurrying, past
thcrn. He knocked bis bande together, starnped bis
feet, poured out a volume of breath ani shrugged.
his shouiders, boping thcreby to convey the idea that
the coolness of the air causcd bis accelcrated speed;
but it not happening to be a coid morning, the re-
suit was, be succeeded ini attracting tbat attention it
was s0 mucli bis desire to avoid. Yet on lie went,
but had not proceeded far, ere he fancied, lie caught
the sound of feet clattering bebind-be was too
ernbarrassed to ascertain the cause-it gained upon
him, was at bis heels, and now at bis eibow-he
iooked'down, and discovered a ragged urchin run-
ning and pantin- by bis side; observing be was
noticed, tie boy looked tep witb a grin on bis un-
washed ebeeka, whicb, correctiy interpreted, meant
to impiy that lic could run equaily au fait as Mr.
Octavius Skeggs--but tbe -latter, wbo was at no
time an admirer ofjuveniles, frowned fierceiy on the
boy, Wvho misinterprcting the frown, oniy grinned in
return. Skegg frowned more fierceiy, in vain, bis,
annoyer was nlot to be disconcerted or driven from
the performance of a feat he considered rather me-
riting a pproval than- censure. Skeggs waiked, so
did the boy-be ran, so did his tormenter-he
could'nt stand it, and actingýon the impulse of the
moment, lie bestowcd no0 very gentie box on the
young gcntleman's car, at tbe instant when bis
countenance was lightcd up by a broad grin, ex-
p'ressive of triumph. Astonisbed, and writhing
under tbe etfects of the blow, lie flew to the road,'
a414 seizing a bandrut of mud, in a second Mr.

Skeggs presentcd the appearance of a spotted lcopard,
The youngster awaited not the issue, but darted
across the road and flcd, leaviulg the unfortunate
Skeggs to be indebtcd to the kind offices of a strari-
ger for bis clcansing-a -crowd baving- collected
around him, each demanding wvhat, ias the matter,
how the gentleman was run over. &c. &c. Skcggs
witb some difficulty rnanaged to escape, and cross-
ing, into a by-street, comrnenced tbreading bis '"Y
tbrough the back lanes-but bark, St. Sepuicbre's
struck tbe balf bour; off darted Skeggs once more
the ail absorbing idea> the loss of bis lucrative situ-
ation before bis cyes, and after knocking, down an
intimate female friend, spinning round an clderly
lady, and capsizing an old woman's apple stali, lie
finaliy arrived at bis office just tbree quarters of an
bour beiind time; and as something of importance
requiring our presence, generafly bappens during our
absence, even thougi that be but ten minutes, so
was it tbat rnorning, and Mr. Skcggs accountcd
bimsef pceuliariy fortunate ini escaping with the re-
buke fromn the governor, that if lie, Skeggs, could'nt
manage to be at tbé office in propcr time, lie, tbe
governor, mnust get some one wbo could. *

Six .o'ciock anpcarcd to Octavius a long wbule
coming, but corne at lust it did and struck : no did
Mr. Skeggs, uvbo, popping bis tools into bis desk, de-
clared lie bad sbat up shop and was preparing to de-
part, wben the governor rang, and rcqucstcd him to
make a copy of a bill of costs, wbicb he was anxious
te dispateh to bis agent in the country by a gentle-
man leaving town by mail that evenin-" just like
bim,"' muttered the disappoiated Skcggs, "esure to
find sonietbing for one te do wben its time to leave
off;" but irnowing by expérience there was no alter-;
natiYes he "s et tô,"1 and havlng completed tbe tank,
sent it in by Ned and was preparing to make a
precipitate retreat, wben the governor entered and
beg-ged Mr. Skeggls wouid lie se kixd as to lcave the
bill of coste at thc Elepbant-and-Castie on bis way
borne, and witbout waiting a reply quitted tbe
office; deleave it on my way borne," exciaimed the
unfortunate cierk, deleave it on my way home-
tbree miles out of it-I won't stand ii, l'Il leare,
1'il give notice tomorrow,"l andi no saying, with
the air of a man determined no longer to strbmit, (but
uhici. a walk to tbe Elepbant-and-Castie, giving MI'
time to cool, aise allows&him leisure te efect that
tbere's "1nae relief," andi so very prudetitly resoivestO
look over it this time)-he foreed bis hat on <ne Bide
of bis head, andi strode out orthe office with a touch-
me-not Iook, te tbe no #mail admiration of Ned, tic
junior eierk, Who feit some dégree ofawe at t.lffl-
ness and clerkiy bearing of bis senior, and coUd"ý1t
heip* expressing te, bimseif a hope that dorne day
he miglit become au great and as dignified asMr
Octavius. a

"lDear me what en have beconie of Mi. 9keggsy,"
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