~ FORTUNES

'FAVOURITE.

R but alas! loo lutc of AIICC‘ and he l]umtenul :
f lxe pcrsc\crc(l in the. pursuit of his ohject,“to
N renounce his society nn(lhlcmlalnp forever. Ro-
Lhcstcr left lus friend in nu"er, for he \\ns ‘an-
no_) ed und c\uspurule(l 10 find such’ oppusmon
where he had expecied aid, and on’ his next in-

. terview with the countess, he told her what had
passed between Overbury and himself. - An’en-
tire change nppeaved to huve come over this In-’
dy’s character, :since the commencenent of her
quaintance with Lochester.” She was then,
little more than an exquisitely bc.:.uhlul picee of

. ‘marble, which wus ready lo bhicome whatever of
exquisite or revolting, it pleased  the seulptor to
meike it.  Tlnid she never met Rochester, the ovit
in her nature would perhaps not have heen so
thoroughly aroused; and she might have lefe o
fair and untarnished anme to posterity, instend
of that which hus come down to us, stained with
‘accumulated guilt. In loving Rochester, she
broke: the nuu'rm'*c vow, \\'lu' h; though, given
'\\hcn ‘a_child, ho had” comulurul as ‘Linding.
The bun ier of female reserve onco passed, thére
was nolhm" to |eslmm hur, and her love bcmmc
'hlu. thc muunhun strcnm \\'bxdl ]caps ou:r ey

“tle \\omml into 0 bem" of fearful’ power un(l pur-
: And’ now,. \\hen the crisis was appr ouch-

rended one w! !losc influen
i shi lcmul nn'vht detaeh Tochester from her fus-
.-'ulmlmn», nn(l open’ his' eyes to the "nlph which
)m\ucd bcnuu]\ him ;- for, with: all-n wonian's
'kecnnoss, she foresuw the misery that must ulti-

i m_ute]y result from n unjon so unhallowed,  She

.. therefore implored her lover to remove Overbury

- from the confidentint post he oeenpied as his se-
a cretary, und’ represented - him a8 guilty of the’
" bmsest ingratitude, in daring to opposc ‘a friend
" who had showered o many favours wpon hiw. ©
. Though deeply irrvitated against Sir Thomas,
it was with reluctunce Rochester udmitted- the
thought of sev ering the tie that had so Jong bound
. .lhcm ;' Lut once u(lnuuu(l it soon guined ground,

ing, no wonder’ she d

“ing hiim still violent in his upposition to his wishes,

need of his services or friendship.  Stung by his
munner,” Overbury gave way to s naturally vio-
Tent tempery and Doth "Hdienfed und repronched

the:iyoung.
. of] knuw]c

insinunted that if he hu(l ‘not

ﬂlllen from lus Jigh st.mon.‘ B

to the king and cumplnmcd of. Overbury’s inso-
Y '_lcucc, and ‘pretendiiy gront regret ot being
-Lompcllcd tu dlsxmss hlm ﬁom his service,

and in his next conversation with his friend, find-

“he plainly told him he should have no further

‘taunted him with his \\nut :

"cnrefull) guided him, ho \\ould lon" since  have

In-lmu_d bc)und enduranee, Pud\cster \wnl:‘

; béggzred. the king " to provide, him’ :\\-illi‘son'l‘u fo-
reignmission. - Lhe yielding monnreh consented, - -
zmd ‘said he should be sent to: Brissels™on u pri-
-vate embussy. Tochester plensed thiat he ‘was '
so easiiy rid of his mentor, h.lalencd to commu-
nicate the-intelligence to the e 5 but to his
surprise she was displensed and disunmcnled; S ) :
fury had taken possession of hery und she would SUE o
Iave been un admivable model for the Eumenides
of old, with her lovely fuee so fuscinating, but for -
the fires of hate, jealousy, and unluwhil passion, -
which gleamed from her eyes.  She spurned the
iden of Overbury's .recciving a post of - honour
from the king; she implored the viscount to have -
him imprisoned in the tower, voiving she should
never feel happy while e was free, wha had at-
tempted Lo ruin her happiness by detaching from
her. the' idolized object of her attuchment. - By
her blandishmentsand entreaties she so w onupon
Rochester as to stille his bullgr nature, and he
returned to the king with the forged tale, that
Overbury liad rejected the ofler of the mission
with ' insolenee, nnd that from some words he -
‘had uttered in'the -heat of passion, he believed
“him'to be; cn"'lgcd in-a’'conspiracy to: |~qu.- the
Lady Acabella Stuart ou the tlnane nnd.u'um
‘ingly, nduac(l his irmediate i nnpl huumcnl. J.ml :
caught the ‘alnrnt;” the order wus 'rnm \\xlhuul.
ddn), und before night U\ubm) was i p risoner :
in that tu“cr “Im,h wiis ulm to be liis grav
' ’lhc young ssox roturned un(l w lh
“u hent full of love, of hopu, and Iu'rh-\\ fotght
expectation, he sought Itis-youthful bride, tev
ing to be welcomed ns the husbund of her choice,
for no rumonr of the intimnaey between the favou-
vite wind his fuithless wife lrul renched lim—=—
_siuce the eyes of the court were ¢ unly just being
opened . to the unplopmg of their conduet.
What then was’ his surprise on finding himselt
repulsed hy her \\\Ih coldnuss and d\:.tluuv but
not knowing the seeret motive \\ludl netunted her,
le trusted to time and his own ussiduity to over-
come her relnetanee, \ulmz:.”Immlamm-, nml
_th\llllulh, he had nlways found himself well're-
ceived by “le beau sexe,”. and he could not admit
thé thought that lie should be rejeeted where he
had garnered up his afieetions.. But vain were
his-attempts to move the heart of the inexorable
countess 3 vain were her parent’s comands, and
the entreuties of her [viends. She would not con-
sent’ to ‘acknowledie hersell the lawful® wife of
X, brit msMe(l that. she w ould throw lu.rsd
upon(hc Inw and sue for n'divorce, ere shio would
"be ' tammelled by n marriage’ «.ontmued befoxe
she was old enough to judge for hersclf
+ Tumes hue l)cuunc deeply interested in the pro-
gress of the affuir, and now, yiclding to the sup-
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“plicutions of his beloved Ruchester, he took-npon




