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SOBER BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT.

‘There are some very common expressions, oft-quoted sayings,
that.embody seérious fallacies. They have an.oracular sound, and
an.aphaoristic.style, thatimislead those who do not take the time.and
trouble riecessary to investigate ‘them. :One of theseis thetiize,
would=be maxim—frequently .used as an argument against the
-prohibition of.the Jiquor traffic :—* You .cannot make men-sober by
Act of Parliament” .We reply-— You must! That is what
Parliament -is- for. The object of law is the well-being of the
community ; the protection of the rights and interests of the
-individuals that-constitute society. Now a drunkard: is a danger
“toisociety. - The inebridté +ithout mental restraint to control-his
inclinationto crime is, as far as his fellows are concerncd, on a.par
with- the scoundrel without moral restraint to-keep bim from
crime. :Both-mustrbe dealt with:by the same authority, that-is, by
law. -We ‘have faws framed expressly - for the suppression of
gambling-houses, brothels, places for the receipt -of. stolen:goods,
and other agencies that facilitate certain crimes; why not for the
suppression of the liquor traffic that facilitates drunkenness.and all
its. attendant woes und crimes? Trye, - there.are crimcs.'t'o-day
notwithstanding. good laws selating to: them, :ands probably ‘there
-wonld: be. intemperance, notwithstanding- good faws relating to it.
’But_“good laws restrain and minify those evils, so they wouid this.

"If we keep drink from drunkards, we make them sober. The
-drunkard:is:a danger tosociety. Law is intended-for the protection
-of society. If law camnot protect us against. the drunkard, then
_government is~a-'failurc and legislation a humbug. You must
-make.men sober by Act.of Parliament.
LAW DOES'MAKE MEN SOBER NOW when it finds them drunk.
Weavould change:the plan-of .doing it, because the -protection to
| -society, thus.secured, is only temporary. We want it perma-
‘nent. . Who ever lieard -of ‘fines or imprisonment curing a con-
- firméd'drunkatrd ? ~We complain of the present cxpersize system,
-because it is.incHectual, and. plead for .better and cheaper pretec-
tion, by the simple method of Jockingup the drink instead of locking
B -up thédrunkards, or fining them, gencrally at the expensé of those
¥ who are already the greatest, and often innocent sufferers.

LAW WORKS AGAINST CRIME.in two-ways. It provides deter-
rent and ncfo_rmativc penaltics. It also provides preventative
:enlightenment and education. It assumes that-intelligence-will

~actin discernment of the nature of wrong, and moral principle
will impel to avoidante of it; so it furnishes aguncics for. the
development of intclligence and moral principle. Drunkenness

.legislation.

prevents.appreciation of the penalties, and destroys the intelligence
and:moral-principle. If the operation of law is to be effective at
dll upon those who nced it most, the counier-working agency must
beremoved. Law ought to make men sober, because intempe-
rance is the deadliest.foe to the carrying out of the object of right
It can do this only by putting down the:drink-traffic.
Freedom for the right means suppression:of the wrong.

SPECIAL ATTENTION jis called to some letters under our
“ Correspondence” heading in last week's CANADA CITIZEN, and in
the present number.

Mg. THoMsoN thinks that the temperance party needs a personal
leader. It certainly needs some unifying agency or force. We
cannot:help regretting.that when the.new License Act was before
the Dominion House of Commons, our temperance representatives,
known-and notable friends of our cause, were arrayed against cach
other in the opposing ranks of their.sespective partics.  There was
no union of Reformers and Conservatives, rising above all mere
sectarian prejudice, regardless of mere personal interests and politi-
cal connections; Reformers of everything that nceded reform,
Conservatives in all that .ought. to..be conserved, and anxious to
make -petty pattizanship give way to outspoken ‘maintenance of
principle and.right. Had this been.done the Act would have been
even more stringent than itis. A splendid opportunity was missed.
Therewas no one to grangie-at the outsct, with the first clause in
the preamble of the Bill, and divide the Housc on the statement to
which temperance men should never assent :—that “it is desirable
to regulate the liquor traffic.” There was.no one to challenge every

" section and-clause to the very end, backed by a following of solid,

united, determined men from both sides, that, holding the balance

.of power, could have stamped the Act with a character that no one

could mistake or dispute. Whether Mr. Thomson’s proposal bethe
tightone or nat, it iscertain that he is voicing the sentiment of the
temperance community when he says our forces want ‘consolidating

W. A. D. in 'this number discusses the subject of a yearly
ballot on the question of “* License,” or * no license.”” It is worth
discussing. W. A. D. presents a real grievance in his own particu-
Iar case,.and doubtless there are mauy similar. The new license
act goes a step or two in the dircction named,in giving a veto-
power against the issuc-of licenses-in any polling subdivision, to a
petition signed by two-thirds of the qualified clectors in the same;
but this still involves the labor of getting up petitions, and two-
thirds is an unrcasonably large number of signatures. Sume
municipalitics will.also (if the new act comes into force) have the
privilege of demanding a poll on the license quéstion, by a petition
signed by onc-fifth of the ratepayers, but even then it will require a
threc-fifths majority to <arry “no: license,” and' the provision docs
not apply to citiecss. On the whole W. A. Ds letter presents a
serious grievance, for which.a remedy opght.torbe provided. Even
those who will not go so .far with us as “total prohibition,” will
admit this. We hope the matter will'be discussed.

IT 1S INTERESTING and instructive to note the various phases
of the warfare in thedifferent -countries, and especially the grow-
ing popularity of restrictive measures : not only among so-called
Temperance people, but with the general public.  Witness the
following significant figures :—

IRISH SUNDAY CLOSING.—The ZTames Dublin Correspondent
says:—" The battle of the publicans and thc Sunday closcrs is
being fought out with great. determination, and, no means arc left
untricd on cach side to turn the flank of their opponents and bring
public opinion to bear upon theirposition. A démonstration of an
aggressive character was made yesterday by a dcputation of clee-
tors of the city. who waited on Dr. Lyons, M. P, at his residence,
Merrion Square, to statc the results of the recent house to house
and clectoral canvasses held in.the metrupolis and the four other
cxempiced citics under the Sunday Closing Act. The retuins
showed that the vast preponderance of opinion is in favor of




