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Suontribntors and Covvespondents

For the Presbytertan,

The Late Murdoch Johnston of Mara.

Bunday the 22nd dery of Ootober last,
witnessed the departure of Murdook Joln
ston, of Mara, wall.known ta tha Qhuarch
in this distxlet as the heart nnd aoul of the
Prasbylorian congregation of North Mara.
The following paragraph appearod in the
Orillia Bxzpositor, from the pen of Rev.
John Gray, of Orillis, anent his deuin and
labours, and no ona could have been botter
ablo to judge of the value of thom :

“There ia a groat mourning among the
Prosbyterian Highlanders of Mara. Their
faithful and religlous laadsr of noarly thirty
zears has been removed from among them

y the hand of death. Lnst S8abbath oven-

ing in great peace, humbly resting on his
Haviour, with the promises pouring into his
heart like a flood, snd surrounded by his
family, this true servant of the Liord, liter-
ally fell asleep in Jesus. The funeral took
place on Tuexday afternoon, the 24th inst.,
and was largely attendod by the eettlers in
Mara, by many of whom he was highly
esteemed, Aftorshoriservices at the Liouse,
conduoted by hid pastor, the Rev. D. Mao-
QGregor, the body, prior tc intermoent was
deposited in the North Mars church. The
services in English were conducted by the
Rev. J. Gray, who had had intimate eo-
clesiastioal relations with the decuased for
upwards of twenty-five years. After read-
ing the Iatter half of the 7th ohapter of
Revelation, he proceeded to sketoh the
charaoter and labors of his departed friend.
He stated that, when My, Johnston settled
in Mars, two oourses were open o him,
that of setting his heart on getting riches,
or serving the Lord, He choso the latter
courss, and vemained comparatively a poor
man, but had thus a happy lifeand a peace-
ful end. Mo desoribed his devoted atten-
tion to the spiritusl wauts of his country-
men and neighbors, epoke of his diligent
prayerful study of the Bible, being emi-
nently a man of one Book, and showed how
he was pre-eminently a spiritnal man, ag
well as gifted and fervent in prayer. He
pointed out that, while he was a skilled
expounder ofthe law and discerner of tho
avil heart of unbelief, he was also a preach-
or of the gospel, direoting sinners to Christ,
He told his hearers that Mr. Johnston did
mot now regret the hours and years of his
life, given to the sexvice of his Master, and
explained what a loss a man of prayer and
& man of spiritual power, like the deceated,
was to any eommunity. He declared to
the meeting that this ohurch was full of
voloes and sounds of truth, from the floor
to the ceiling, and warned his hearers
against the world, and againet becoming
esat-aways, Before conoluding, he alluded
to the Iate Mr. George Thompson, an
Elder who had long labored with Mr, John.
aton in the same church. . Messrs, Thos.
Dallas, Colin Mackinlay, and P, Murray,
Elders of the Orillia oongre&ation; wero also
present a{ the funeral. The two former
wore ordained -as Elders, along with My,
Johnston, by the Rev. J. Gray, about
twenty-five years ago, and they very ap-
propriately took part in the services by
engaging in prayer.

For nesrly thirty years, Mr. Johnst:in,
being a fluent Gaelic speaker, conduoted
pervices in that language in Mara, and

athered around him & band of devoted
ighlanders. Liastterly he had become some-.
what feeble, but before he was-unablo to
uudertake his labors of luve among the
people he had the eatisfaction of seeing
Eihwed over them a3 a pastor, & man after

s own heart, the Rev, D, Maogregor. It
is a somewhat striking fact, that, when the
work of the deceasad seemed ended,
the Lord said to him, ** Come up highor.”

Mr. Johnstonhad reached the ripe old age
of soventy-one years, and died universally
respeoted and honored. In the course of his
long aud often arduous labors as an ex-
pounder of Beripture, aud conductor of
religions services in @Gaelie, Mr, Johnston
was made instrumontal ia leading several
to the Saviour. Peace be to his blcod-
bought ashes, He leaves this world in the
sure and certain hope of a glorious resur-
reolion,"

Murdoch Johnston was a native of the
Island of Ooll, Argyleshire, Sootland. His
sdvantages for aoquiring an education were
very eoanty, being no more than three or
four years at school at most, yet his strong
intelleotnal grasp might have been noticed

o speak on religions matters, and othors
that oame within the sphere of hia know-

ledge, with great foie, clearness and pre- | renowed the acquaintance of the hospital
eision. From their youth upwards he and | time. * You gave me a Gaolio Biblol"

his brothers were men of the highest moral
standard, and yet they were always the

stars of avery * goodly eampanie” in which i
they took part, and no social gathering | and arrived atthe houee of Mr. Neil Mo.
was eomplete without them. His eonver- | Kinnon, of Mara, & warm personal friend,
slon took place in the year 1848, though | by whom many besides him were entertain.

before that time he was a member of the
OCommunion of the Chureh of Beotland, and
held in high esteem by the Rev. Jehn
Muclean, a blaff clergyman of the old
sohool. At this time a great awakening,
following in tho train of the disruption,
swapt over the islunde like a mighty tide,
aud Muardosh Johnston and his brothers
ware swapt along on the orest of the wave,
Mr, Wm., MoKay, s man of ramarkable
spiritual insight, and great devotion fo the
AN, sommenned the revival, and the re.
#alle of his minintrations were wonderful,
8o savere a shoek dfd Mr. Johnsion reesive,

{ sncoumbed beside his beloved partner in

y was revealed to him by a higher power.

j religions consolation o any of the inmates

!

onder the weigkt of convistion, that Lis
ronson seomed to be in sdangsr, and ho
wrostlod In prayer until he eventually re-
ceived penoe for lus soul, The avent oe
onrred in this mapner.~A Mr. Neil Meao
loan, sohwolmastor, & native of the island,
snd & man of macvellons elognence and ‘
zenl, lwaring of the rovival under Mr. Mo- |
Kay, camae home to tako parfinit, and it

was under his powerfnl apyeals that the

gulysot of cur skotoh was so smitten that e

foll under the notice of the spuaker. What |
do yon waut?” he askod as ho notioed the
depth of his hearer’s omotion, * I want
Christ for my soul!” was the auswer.
« You shall roceive the desire of your
hoart I was the assurance. Shortly aftor-
wards, however, he pasged through a period
of groat distress of mind, and spent one
pactioular night in ngonising prayer, dur

ing whioh ocortain passages of Seripture
ocourred to him as a sign of accoptance
with God, but as if indireot commune with
the Almighty he rejected all as a source
of comfort until the presage, ** I will never
loavs thee nor forsake thee,” ecame to him
with singular forco, and be rose from his
knoes exclalming—* I will take that asttoe
sheot-anchor of my soul forever!" The
change whioh took place in him, after this
ovent, was 50 marked and so well-known
throughout the whole ecommurity that he
wag called upon to officiate at, and conduot
prayer-meetings, and thus carry on the
good work whioh had been produoctive of so
muo 1 good to himself, and the work of the
Lo o prospered in his hands. Shortly
afterwards the devoted band encountered
the bitter enmity of the Factor, who had
the administration of the Ooll Estate in his
hands, and he forbade them the use of tho
sohool-house, (the churoh was in the hands
of the Old Kirk party) but they immediate-
ly commenced buildivg a ohapel for them.
selves. Ho then threatened to dispossess
them unless they deaisted, and sent them
severally a notica to that effect. This
brought matters to a orisit, and Mr. John-
ston and a fow others ware delegated to
interview the irplanable factor, who lived
in another part of shekingdom. Mr John-
ston, whose genial and respeotfal manner
was almost irresistible, expostulated with
the official in earnmest and foroible terms,
and at last solemnly asked him if he was
prepared to oppose the oause of God, * In.
deed, Murdoch, far be it from me to do
that,"” was the answer, and the delegation
were treated in a very respectfal manner,
entreated to go home for the present, and
that he would think the whole matier over.
Nothing further came of if, but when, in
4847, Mr. Jobnston deoided to emigrate to
this country, the factor came personally to
seo him, and strongly advised him to stay,
and thst he would befriend him as far as iy
wasin his power. However the die was
oast, and in that year he embarked for this
country, and aftor cowming through many
tronbles, sottled in the township of
Mara. On the voyage out the ship in
which they sailed was infested .y both
viculent fever and small-pox, by which him-
solf and soveral members of his family
were eeized, and to which four of them

life. His wife, 8 godly woman, died in
the hospital in Montreal. He was him-
solf au inmatoe of the Toronto Hospital at
the time, and the very night she died he
had 8o strong & presentiment of the event
having taken place, that he bslieved that it

Rey. Dr. Burns, at that time, was in the
habit of visiting the hospital to i.dminister

who might need it, and in this way he be-
came acquainted with the subject of our
sketoh. The lalter requested the good

, Gaelic Bible. The Dootor said that he
In the fact that he acquired & penmanship | knew of bat one in the city ; howsver, the
that was singularly elegant, and was ablo | next day he appeared with a fino now one.

! from hialips. Before this time, the place,
! although thers was considerable settlement,
' was altogothier destilute in regard to religi-

Docior, if possible, to furnish him with a

Long afterwards the dooctor met him in
one of his northera journeys, and joylully

said Mnrdooh. ** Ab, yes,” said the delight-
ed doctor, * and you took it like a feast!"
In the spring following he left the hospital

ed with unstinted kindness during themr
. first experiences of this country. He pro-
coeded immediately to call a prayer-meet.
ivg for the following Sabbath, and thus at
once buckled on the harness. As the
, prinsipal portion of the Highlandersin that
| looality wore from his own native place of

Coll, there was no difficulty in gathering a
. goodly aessmblage to hear the word of Ged

ous privileger. The families in that loea-

but nuder Lis aocessing a.ld enrigoin
ministrations they wore gathuw)ed togethe

liko one family, and a deep foundution of
trus godliners, Ly Divine assistunes was
laid, which will prodaoce good frmit throngh
tho ages, Ttls to be remarked that, wih
but very fow exceptions ali the tamilios
who oamo undor his cxhaitations aduptud
the habit of holding family worship with
tha utmont regularity botk rurning aud
evening, There wWere among thueo, funr

teon members of the preyer-meoting, wiic
offered np prayer publicly. 8o remark

ably blessed wore his lahors in Mara, re
ovinoed in tho depth of spiritual feel-
ing, thai ull the eminent Gaolic mimsters
who visited the locality, expatiated on the
dolightful sense of froedom they sxperionc-
ed m aponking to tho peeple, as if amung
another race of men, and nearer heaven,
In faot 80 earnest was his zeal for tho osuse
of God and Christ's Covenant, that neither
sickness mor auy other sorrow seemed abis
to turn hum aside from ihe path of duty,
and his earnest petition at a throno of
grace, for the last ten yoars, was that he
mmght be permitted to die 1n the disckarge
of his duty, and that he might see a faith-
fal pastor placed over the congregation ero
he should bo oalled away, As an instance
of his faithful and unwavering fidolity to
his engagements in holding prayer-meet-
ings, it might be mentioned that while
oroseing an arm of the lake, oovered with
ico during the winter, so violont a storm
did he encounter that he knelt three times
and prayed for sirength fo go on. Hoe wag
awan of hardy frame and sound conzirn.
tion, and quite lively aud active, while his
cordial good:humour and his almost boyish
geniality will never be forgotten by thoge
who know him, bearing out the words of tho
poet that ‘“time cannot steal the soul's
youth away.” At another time he fell
through the ice, extricated himself with
difficulty, but nevertheless went to the
mooting, conducted the services, and re-
turned home without chianging his olothes,
deolaring himself * guile warm and com-
fortable.” Atthe emrusst request of some
of his frionds he applied to the Synod, dar-
ing tbe earlier part of hiy career, to be ap-
pointed # Cateohist” “over the Presby-
teriars of Mara, who were slready under
his min'strations. That body appsinted a
Rev. Mr. Oameron and tho late Rev. Mr.
Wightman of Innisfil, to confer with him
at a communion service to be held in
Beaverton. These reverend gentlemen
formed a high ostimate of him, and gave
him the following text to discourse npon
before the congregation: ¢ Therefore, be-
hold, I will allure her, and bring her into
the wilderness, and epeak kindly unto her.
And I will give hor her vineyards from
thence and the valley of Achor for a door
of hope: and she shall sing there, as ir the
days of her youth, and as in the day when
she cameo up out of the land of Egypt.”
Mr. Johnston expounded the text with
such freodom of atterance and fulness that
Mr. John Gunn, the well-known ruling
elder of the Beaverton congregation, a
gentleman of keen ponatrating intelligence
and profoundly eriticel judgment, rose in
his place to give his cordial testimony to
the value and soundness of the sentiments
uttered. He was ordained a catechist in
he winter of 1848-49.

He wae ordained an elder by the Rev.
John Gray of Qrillia, over twenty-five yoars
ago, and about the summor of 1858, he
in conjunction with the lato Mr, George
Thompson, elder, proceeded to raise funds
for thoe orection of a ohurch building in
Mara, in which they succesded, and pre-
seated it froe of all debt. This part of the
vineyard was uuder the ecclesiastical
jurisdiotion of the Ruv John Gray, who ad-
pinistored the crdinances bf baplism and
marriage there for nearly a quarter of
& coutury, and his gentle manner and
cordial kindness endeared him to these
enrly sottlers. Aftor Rov. Mr. Gray's other
weighty engagements obliged him to with-
draw from tuis fi-13, the congre.ation was ;
greatly rovived by tho visits of Rev. Mr.
Frasor of Kineardino, who besides having
the advantage of a profound mastery of
tho Gaolic tongne, 8 also an Epglish
spoaker of remarkable eloquence. Both
minister and congregstion wore mutually
attracted, and tho Highlanders regarded
him a8 “a prince and a father in Iawpol.”
8hortly afterwards they were visitied by
the Rev. Dugald McGregor, and he was
at once aingled out by Mr. Johnston as the
fittest pastor for tho peaple, {aking all the
ciroumstances into consideration, if Rev.
Mr. Maogragox could be induced to under.
take the oharge. To his great joy the
matter wes finally sottled, and it then
ssemed an if the burden that bound him
to earth was lifted from his soul, and
shiortly afterwards in a fervid address to
the oongregation ho resigned all oharge

liiy wore like shesp without a shephend,

over them to his beloved frisnd, Rav. Mr.

Muoprcgor, cpenly stated that he wonud
not be Jong with them, enconragsd them
to fight the good fight of faith, t¢ lay
Lold of eternsl life, aud God wonld fulfil
that promiso to them which Le had bim-
gelf for the sheot-anchor of his goul—* I
wil nover leave thoo nor forsaks thee,
o Lad the failest comvidtion thut Rev,
Mr. Maegreger eame in direot auswer to
lis prayor, ou acoouat of that gentleman's
cxtraordinary fituess for carrying on the
schome whose foundstion he had bimsolf
go firmly laid. Another prayor seomed
answered whon ho found that ho was
soized by his mortal iness while in
Ohurch on tho Sabbath beforo he died.
He felt something unususl, and aftor the
first cormon, before the service was ended,
Li loft the Church and walked straight
home. Ho wns able, however, to bo up
and about the house until the following
Friday and Saturday, but then he was
unable te move aboui much, but still
was not conflned to bed, On Sabbath
morning ko oniled his family about him,
and aunounced that the messenger of death
had come, Hs oxperienced great aifiionity
of utterance then, but prayed fervently for
strongth to enable him to speak to each
mombor of his family separately. This
took place about daylight on Sabbath
morning, As day approached he seemed
to receive more strength, but ss the even-
ing drew near he sank lower and lower,
and at last, surrounded by hig family snd
his' beloved friend, Rev. Mr. Macgregur,
he faintly asked to be allowed * to rest,”
and with that prayor on his lips his freed
spirit passed away to * the rest that re-
maineth for the people of God.”

Colleges and their Constituencies.

Kditor Barrisx AMERICAN PRESBRTRERIAN.

Sir,~-In the matier of estimates for
Colleges, we are getting light in the usual
way—by degrees.

* Your Contributor’s” glossary is grow-
ing in bulk and usefulnees, ‘We now know
that *the estimated amounts” means %is
estimates, that ¢ at present” denotes  with
the present endowments, staff, eto,” that
“bequest’” has a dual significance, and
that * annually” is equivalent to * annu-
ally hereafter.,” Tho lafest addition makas
the phrase, ¢ ¢he statistics of last year,
comprehend College accounts, besides what
it seems specially to inoclude in the para.
graph where it first coours—to wit, the
source of information as to Presbyteries,
membership, ete.: that is, the report of the
Aesembly’s Committee on statistios, It
would have been manifestly unfair to have
supposed that, in a maiter of such import.
ance, affeoting so many live interests, as
that on which * Your Contributor” under.
took fo enlighten the Ohurch and to chal.
longe the jusiice of the Assembly’s terri-
torial arrangement, he should have to
resort 8o extensiveli to the lexicographer’s
art in order to make his rieaning olear;
but, in whatever way attained, great, in
discussion, is the advantage of knowing
what & writer does mean.

It is, however, still noticeable that * ¢ke
statistics of last year” do not supply the
information that 82,450 is the estimate for
Queen’s Oollege this year, far less that it is
the estimate for Queean’s ‘* annually here-
after.” And so, while “Your Contributor”
ealls it ¢¢ may estimate,” meaning his own,
he has to inform us that it was furnished
to him by a friend who ropresented it as
“Dr. 8's." I presume it is competent for
me to objeot to its being called “Dr, 8's.”
Without any doubt as to competency, I
especially demur to its elovation fo tho
rank of an annusl estimate. It is also to
be observed that new light, as to the an-
thority for it, shows that the * official cic-
oular,” of the existence of which * Your
Contributor” very soon became awsre, not
“the statistics of lasi year," is, as I snp-
posed from the first, the source whenoe it
came,

The stetements of * Yoar Contribator,”
in Ins last letters, aro not * amte convinoe-
ng ” as fo the correctness of his * original
position,” that the amount required eu-
nnally from colleotions for Montreal Col-
logo is §7,000. Ho himself in a way re-
duces it to $6,460, giving an explanation as
to the difference which I ghall notice im-
mediately. Who, but ¢ Yonr Coniributor,”
oould make such a difference, and acoount
for it as he does * from the statistics of
last year,” and who bat he, from the same
stattstics, (whioky, howaver, appear to in-
c.udo information oblained by him from
other tources than those which he says
thoy comprehend,) would be apt to think
of exoluding frora his deductions from re.
ported expenditure the sam of $1,900, en-
tered nnder the head of “ Spacial Subsorip-
tions for Theological Chsir.,” I gather
from theso cirommstauces some idea of the
largoness of that charity, in the exereise of
which he did not draw a ““strongly pro-
babic” inforence, that I saw and read the
Troasurer’s statoment, but preferred, as he
said 1 his reply to me in your number for
Deoo. 20th, to oconclude that I *wrote in
ignorance of the facts of the cage.”

It is oeriainly remarkable that ¢ Your
Contributor's” estimate annually for Knox
College, namely, $8,750, should some
within 850 of what is_produced by deduot.
ing interest on the Hall bequest, to wit,
#8,200 from the official estimaate of $11,900
for this year, the current expenses .or last
year being, as reported to the Asssmbly,
$18,981.80, I am unable to trask the
osss by which the * oompiled
by him, * from the statistics of last year,"
a1 mads 10 produes it, and dhevefore weid

—

for L2 proinud ~ enbseauunt conmunnicas
tien ™ wih rofuriu o to i uburelup sud
finpnoces.

In one of hig lutt 1 in your Iast, * Youp
Uontributor,” when giving the reduced ese
timato of §6,4v0, states thut it “'ig on the
basis of Lust y.ar s vXpeuditure, and nterest;
caloulated at eight per cent.,” upd then
adds:—* The inorerss in the wamber of
students will largoly inoroaso the expendi.
ture, 80 that 11 will bs tound that the
amount aoouslly needod iroa the ocone
stitnoney will reach tivs extiuuie I fored,
viz., §7,000.” TIn his Yettor In your issue
of 29th Deocomber, ho said, “That the exs
penditure in more waya then one will thig
year bo much groater than lust on acconns
of tle large inoreses in the nomber of
etndonts is cvident.” Acoording to ** Your
Gontributor,” tho number of students and
the modo of olassilying them is a side
188u6, and one thav does not iargely atfeot
the main point in diepu ¢, Ho peeds to
bo reminded that '.. space devoted to
thoso partionlars, und the use made of
them in his first communication as gronnds
of appeal agamst tue 1njustico of the terri-
torial artangement, are wconsigtont witn
Lis treatment of thew: auw as mero aido is-
sues. So also in the statement I have jnst
quoled, that ¢ the inorease in the number
of students will Inrgely merense tho expen-
ditnre’"—will inorease it aocording to Ins
own showing from $6,460 to $7,000, Arny
eloment that hes this augmenting effect
olaime a more appropriste name than
“ gide issune.”

In his first communioation he gives the
number of students at Montreal College
thus :—* Thirty-two literary and twenty~
two theologioal; total 64." (The Senate
reported to the Assemblyin these terms :—
‘ The total number of students preparing
for the ministry, in connection with the
Oolloge, is fifty-four, Of theso twenty-two
aro in the theologiealiclasses, and thirty-
two pursuing their literary currionlum,
parily in t5e proparatory classes and partly
a8 undergraduates of MoGill Qollege.”)
Had the number of students * actually in
attendance this session ™ been as he puts it,.
when he quoted it from some notiocs in your
paper, a8 ¢ seventy-one students enrolled,”
then tho inerease-—soventeen—might have
beon oalted large; but now in one of his
last contributions he eays, it ia well to
note the fact that the Montreal Qollege has
a cerbfied roll of sixty students—actually.
in attendance this gession.”” Noting the
fact a8 * well " as noed be, the inorease is
six. This turns out to be the *large in.
orense’ to which he repeatediy refers, It
is not to be sald, as things are, that six is
small addition, bat as compared with snvegg
teen it is not large.

On accornt of this increase * Your Cog
tributor” says, *“the expenditure in mo
ways than one will this year be m
greater than last.” Xoe has the faculty
saying things which exoite one's ourios:
How an addition of six studentscan largely
increase the expenditure of a Oollege one
does want to know. My experience teaches
me nothing on this point. The attendance
at Queen's has for some timo been steadily
though not largely increasing year by year,.
but I am not aware of any additional
oharge on that account. Several of the
Oollege funds are improved; but the ex.
penses ohargeable to tho Church are not
augmented. Is it to be understood thatas
the number of students inoreases in Mon~
treal Qollege the only financial gain is an
inorease of expenditure at the rate of at
least $90 per student? Xnowledge is val
uable—on a point like this, valuable to the
Churoh, and especially so to me and my
colleagues. ‘‘Knowledge is power," and
if your communioative contributor will tell
us by what arrangements this anomaly is
legitimately produced, we might speedily
rival them al Queen’s and frame estimates
that would astonish hizi. The number of
students here might increase fifty per cent.
without perceptibly augmenting the charge
to the College fund of the wastern con- -
stituenoy. In this incidental revelation as
to largely increasing cxpenditure, do we
at last find some cxplanation of an in.
croasing attondance? One is prepared to
make duo allowance for charges on acoount
of French speaking students and the work
of Frenoh Evangelization, but * Your Con-
tributor” gives thq information that * no
money,” 8o he understands, * was paid by
the French Board last year to the Treasurer
of the College for any purpuss whatever.”
How much money wag paid by the former
to the latter, or for what purposes paid, de-
ponent saith not, and “the statistics of
{ast year” do not seem to toll.

As to * Your Contributor’s * imputation
of “seomingly onvious fecling,” the joy
which a doubled attended at all onr Col-
leges would oocasion in view of $he olamant
domand for labourers at homo and abroad,
and the satisfaotion to bo derived from the
svouring of juslice and iargely increased
revenues, it seems to mo to be well to with-
hold my utterances until wo come nearor
on the questions of faot raised by * Your
Coutributor's " first sommunication, re-
sorving uutil then the considoration how
far suoh utterances may be for edifieation.
I am, yours truly, W. SnoDGRASS.

Queen's College, 15th January, 1877.

W=k shounld give as wa receive—chesr-
fally quickly, and without hesitation, for
there 18 no grace in a benefit that sticks to
the fingers,

A wELL ordored homeo is a paradise en
earth. No earthly gleuure is equalto the
ealm contentment felt at the family fire.
pide. The excitement of even suocessfui
business is attonded with vexation; the
enjoyments of travel are acsosiated with
{atigue and danger; the purmit of fame
is distracting ; ard aven the pleasures of
knowledge are co.abined with bilternese.
But the happiness of the flireaide is une
slleyed.




