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a majority of our friends. We are cof the opin-
ion that even after meeting the demands of the
customs officer, and paying carrnage, the total
cost will flot Le more than 31 cents a volume.
It may be slightly less ; if so, so muchi the better
for those of our friends who would like ta take
advantage of our adopting the noie of amateur
book importer. In our next nttmben, howeven,
we shall doubtless be able to give definite in-
formation on this point, and we wilI also Le able
to state what books we intend ordering In the
meantime, it will, perhaps, not be a Lad idea to
read what some of our friends have to say of
their favourite books.

THE BOOKS 1 LIN£ TO READ, AND WHY.

WILL. HOWARD, Age tg. Party, Aug., '89.
Books are divided into two classes-naniely, those

that should be read and those tbat should nlot be read.
The cdass of books that sbanld be read are those tIat in-
spire the mind with noble tbougl'ts, and, instead af
training one in the art of sin, raise him, as it were, far
above bis own surroundings, and carry him ta the
land of the sublime and beautiful The class of books
that sbould flot be read are those that degrade the mind,
leading one down ta the very dregs of vice and misery.
My favourite authors are Dick<ens, Scott, Longfellow.

I like Dickens for bis deep plots, common-place
scenes, every-day characters, and bis quaint humour.

The works of Dickens that 1 like best are: "lOliver
Twist." Il Bleak House," Il Dombey and Son," and
"lPickwvick Papers." 1 admire "Oliver Twist" and
"Bleak House," the one for its depth of plan and
patbetic scelles; tbe other being the most admirable story
of its kind ever written. "Doinbey and Son" portrays
the hife and character of an eccentric old gentleman who,
by bis obstînate and unfatherly maniner, unfeelingly drove
bis daughter front bis roof.

The most delicious of humorous works is'1 Pickwvick
Papers." lis characters, true ta life, yet se laughable.
are admired by tbe world....

0f tbe works of Scott tbat I bave read. 1 think
"Ivanhoe." IlWaverly," "Marmion," and -' Lady of

the Lake " are tbe best. "Ivanboe " and -1Waverly I
1 like for their well-described scenes, dariug characters.
and the bistorical incidents wvitb wbîcb they abound. 1
tbink "lMarmion"I and "ILady of the Lake "I are bis two
best poems. They contain somne excellent thougbts and
noble expressions. . . ,I admire tbem flot only for
their paetic menit as for the excellent wvay in wbicb bie
describes and embellishes historic scenes and events.

Longfellow for bis cbaracters. . . . One is
neyer tired reading bis IlEvangeline." 'Tbe Hanging of
tbe Crane,'" and Il Psalm of Life. "lEvangeline IIoften
moves me ta tears when reading of those soul stirring
scenes, and the misery and wanderings of those simple.
minded Arcadians. I love IIThe Hanging oI the (rane"I
for its eveny.day scenles and incidents. ... " ,The
Psalm of Life"I guides tbe seul ta noble actions and
great accomplishments.

That Will. Howard has cauglit tHe spirit
of the poenîs af whicli lie speaks sa enthusias.
tically is very ev'ident. We sliould ".i- ry nîuc i
like ta puLlislh each, or a portion of cachi,
Lut this is inpossible, Il Evangeline "I being
a poem af over i,500 lines, wlîilst IlThe Hang-
ing of the Crane"I alsa consists of many verses.
But we assure out friends they wvill Le well ne-
paid if they followv WilI's example, and give a
fewv houns ta tHe enjayrnent af these two poems.
Few sermons could awaken a quicker response
in the heant of man and Loy tlîan Wili's third
favourite, IlA Psalmn of Life," whicli we will
print in full.

A PSALM 0F LIFE.

Tell me flot, in mournful numbers,
Lule is but an empt y dream !

For the seul is dead that slumbers,
And tbings are not what they seem.

Life is real ! Life is earnest !
And tbe grave is not its goal;

Dust tbou art, ta dust returnest,
Was flot spoken of the soul.

Not enjayment, and net sorrow,
Is our destined end ar way ;

But ta act, that each tomorraw
Find us farther tban to.day.

Art is long, and time is fleeting,
And aur hearts. tbaugb staut and brave,

Still, lîke muflled drums, are beating
Funeral marches ta the grave.

In tbe wonld's broad field of batlle,
In the bivouac oI life.

B3e flot like dumb, driven catie!
Be a bero in the strife !

T1rust no Future, howe'er pleasant 1
Let the dead Past bury ils dead 1

Act. -act in the living Present 1
Heart wvjthin. and God o'erhead I

Lives ai great men aIl remind us
We cani make aur lives sublime,

And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of ttme;

Footprints. tliat perbaps another,
Sailing o6cr hIfes solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother
Seeing, may take heart again.

Let us then be up and daîng,
With a heart for any fate;

StilI scbieving. still pursuing,
Learn ta labour and ta wait.

THE KIND 0F BOOKS 1 LIKE TO READ,
AND WHY.

FRED. G. BENNET, Age 21. Party, Mar., '87.

A few years ago I had fia desire for reading of any
kind, but during tbe past five or six years 1 have acquir.
ed a fondness for good reading. When 1 say "lgood
reading," 1 mean sucb books and papers that may be use
fui in daily life ta the occupation in which I may be en
gaged. My reason for reading this kind of books is be.
cause the knawledge whicb I may get freim them may. in
tbe future, be a help over bard places, and make the
business in which I may be a success; atberwise, it may,
prove a faihure. Anotlier class of books I like are those
wbicb illustrate the lue of the Britisb soldier. and give
an outline of the enjoyment of army hie at home. their
tbrilling and daring experiences abroad, the dangers they
encauniter, tbe hardships they endure, and last, thougb
nlot the least, the gallantry they display on the field of
baille.

Among other books I like ta read are those which
belp ta prepare the soul for eternity, tbat give gond ad.
vice, and exert a gond influence aver the human mind.

1 like ta read these books because they contain same-
tbing whicb is of a higher and of a nobler nature
than of the readîng which is found in a volume af cheap
novels; because tbey fil1 the mind with good thaugbts,
and as a man thinks se will hie speak ; and because if a
young nman is known by the company bie hceeps, hie will
also be known by the books wvhich bie reads.

Fred's reasoning is logical atîd conclusive,
and we would commnend the last sentence iii his
essay ta any who are encouraging a taste for
the pernicious style of Loak af wvhicli we have
spoken Fred should derive muchi pleasure
fromi neading the warks of Rudyard Kipling,
wvlo stands at the head af those ivriters who
have made Tommy Atkins their theme-"1 Tales
from the His," Leing a series of particularly
interesting stonies affile life, ways and enjay-
ments of Tommy Atkitîs wvhen serving Lis
Q ueen and country in India.

THE KIND 0F BOOKS 1 LUNE TO RLAD,
AND WHY.

ALFRED JOLLEY, Age 20. Party, Junie, '90,

There is fia other book that I would exchange for
the Bible. The Bible is the book 1 like best ; in it wve
find wvords of canifort in tumes aI trouble, and promises
that no other books can give. The Bible is tbe best
guide we bave. in il we bave ail kinds af advice-ad.
dîce ta young men and wamnen, also aged men and
wvomen, ta kinga, magistrates, buabanda, wives, cbildren,
masters, servants, and people of every class. In it we
have the lives af varions kinds of men and wamen, some
for us ta imitate, others for us ta shun. It is a lamp for
us ta see aur way thraugh this world, and lead us ta the
better if we will anly fallow its precepts.

Next ta the Bible I likc biographies of great and
noble men-men wbo bave lived la accomplish same great
and nable end. sucb as John Wycliffe, David Livingstone,
(.hrîstopher Columbus, and a great many others. I ad-
mire theni because there is sa'mething noble and grand
about them that is wortby of aur imitation. It dces us
good ta know the good athers bave done, atnd makes us
resolve ta try and follow in their footsteps.

Lives of great men aIl remînd us
We can make aur lives sublime;

And departing leave bebind us
Footpnints on the sands of time."'

1 aisa like reading about pianeers especially oI Am.
erica; it gives us an ides of the hardsbîps and privations
the early settlers af this continent bad ta endure in
clearing thp forests and making ready ta sow their seed.
But for these men we wvould not have aur fine Iarms and
orchards. We owe a great deal ta tbese hardy men for
their labour in preparing the land for us. NI any of these
men are dead and forgatten, but their work remains. But
there are same men living in Ontario who have cleared
farma for tbemselves : now tbey and thieir sans are living
an themi. We ought ta feel tbankful wben we think of
these men and how they had ta labour for a time. Now
we can corne on a farm and start ta work witbout an axe.

We are very mueh pleased witli this manth's
papers. There is the niglît ring aLout themn
an enthusiastie appreciatian of wliat is Lest,
and a very heanty detestation af wvhat is wonth-
iess and wonse than wonthless We Lelieve
that the papers we have published will have a
Leneficial influence upon many af aur lads, and
that is just whiat wve want-mutual imprave-
ment. We hope tasee furthlen additions ta aur
numLen af contributors next manth. Same
boys are difident about making their first at-
tempt at writing, let us say, a paper-it does
not sound sa terrible as Ilessay "-but let thern
talle aur word for it. that, as in many thi ngs,
the anticipatian is worse than the reality.

W'e have also ta acknawiedge the receipt of
contributions fromn A. E. Young, Samuel Reli,
Fred Watkinsan, Albert Green, and one wvhich
came ta hand in an envelope pastmarked " Part
Albert," Lut ta which the wrîter forget ta add
his name.

It will Le naticed that the topic selected far
Junie lias Leen postpaned ta July. We have
done this thiat we might select for june tlîe saine
tapie that Miss Code las chosen fan IlOur
Ready-Wnriter's Ring," sa tlîat iti aur next issue
've shial have a splendid appartunity of coli-
paring tLe views ai aur bays with those ai aur
girls.

TaPIes.

Tlîe tapies ai the next twva months are:
Fanr "Tlîe seasan ai the yean I like Lest,
Julie. '~and why."

Nl y favaunite animal an animais."
For J Or,
J uly. ' Haw 1 hike ta spend my leisure

h~lours.",
NOTE.-ESSAYS ON TOPICS FOR JUNE MUST

B3E POSTED NOT LATER THAN MAY
20T11, THOSI3 ON TOPIOS FOR J ULY NOT
LATER THAN JUNE 2OTH.

The follawiîîg instructions must Le adhered
to :

Write on anc side af the paper only.
Do flot add anything except your name and address

ta the paper an wbicb the essay is written. If you wisb
ta write a letter or make any remarks do sa an separate
paper.

WVhen fia letter accampanies an essay. the manu.
script wll be carried through the mail at a rate aI ane
cent for four ounces, provided the package is not sealed
The envelope sbould be endorsed "l MS. onhy,>' and
addresEed IIEditor UPS ANn DOWNS, 214 Farhey Avenue,
Toronto."

Do nat send twa montbs' papers tagether
A paper or essay must nlot cantain more than 500o

words. It need flot necessanily reacb this limit, but i
oit usoi exceeddi.

For further particulars in connectian wvitb aur Im-
pravemnent Society wve refer aur fniends ta their nopies af
aur issue aI Match.


