
MEDICAL SCIENCE

anol, %e 111, .îv% suf.,l inietbod of rrwhsiîil-
arl) cbarctcic soi eiV'îeases. .\fici in-
clicating so:iueIîccslewe innocent and eau-
cerous tumiiors an(d statîng that liy ave ever>' de-
grec of ineridterlationdilp-, lie stites as bis
lîclief thiat tie turni mal/'i<aii/ is thie fîrst and per-
imanent essential différence. 'I n tbe qualities
wh icb tdie naine iail i-nant ' ilnd ica tes are tniose far
more distinctive. more svirelv diaîgnostic, of this
rOupl of diesstliban are die minute struci(ture and

clienil aI ou>si o thîe (lseased parts, or even
tban tlie mietbo(l of' thecir ,ro\viî.' 'l'le bekî
froin die bard and faist lincs laid clown by' tbe (>1(
celltular pîatliology is hiere evi<lent ;and it ivîll -not

l)e surprîsing if in a few- years ('arcinomiata, sarco-
miata, glioniata, epitlielioniata are relegated to tbe
limlîo wblere have p)a.<sseol palinits, ;, C/anclv,
CaliV' oquta/iciiç, etc., as apiilied tocaer

I-le states tbat hi' th e terni s/'cciic dis<'ases 've
usqually mecan i ose in eacbi of Wich tbe plie-
noniena of common iisasstht is, of sucb as
nîigbt he îîroduced l'y var'ions IinjuiI-es or externat
irritations ini an)-lbeail!v person arc modified in sonie
definite and cons;tant miannier,wbiicbi gives tlbem wbat
we caîl specific (-lara('ters. 1-!ence, ''eacb pcim
dlisease is (lue to tbe influence of a distinct morlid
sub)stance on somie part or parts at -,bicbi tbe chair-
acterîstic si-gns of the discase can he and are mani-
fested. '1'\\-o conditions muiist coincide in cach
tbe onc general or diffused in a mnorhid material ir
tbe blood .thec otber local, ini somle lXIrt vvîtb Nvbicbi
tbis material procluces dis;easec." W\itb these con-
siderations and thecir evident relations to the mî-
cr-obe tlîeorv in viewv, l>au-t ) -dl ani îounces bis lie-
lief , dluit mnicro-parasites or susacsproduceol
by tbeni wiiil somne day be found in eiýsenîtmal rela-
tion îvîtli cancers and cancer-ous d]..Seaistes.' l'o-ay
tbe termi çpeéiic diçease bas becomie greatly extnd-
ed bcyond e;-u/tons.c and alomig side of the zymoti'-s,
syphilis, tuberculosis, giandlers, k-prosy, mralaria,
Paget wou Id pilace in tlîeîr affinîtics cancerous diîs-
cases. Ccrtainlv a tuherculous mnass sucli as one
miay find in the lîraîn, a svpillîtir gummiia in a mustcle,
or s;till more, an ac-tiiiomylcosîs ini the j.<w, lias mo(re
of tic clîaractcristics of a tunior tlian any rodent
ulcer lias, or many cancers of thee hp or tongue. AIl
of tîiese vary in their modes of growtlî and appear-
ance biut not more tl)an many so-called cancers.

]3oth these and canccrn tend to degeneration of
tissue and subsequent ulceration, and also produce

secondary infection by extension and transmission
of abnorinal products. Creigh ton wel Il11 tstrates
tliis b>' stating after bis stucly of die cells products
'if sCcon(lary tumiors of the liver, that they stand
related to primfary tuinors as offspringr to a p)arenlt.

'l'lie extraneous influence, therefore, %wbich is
necessary to, explain the origin of the secondary
tumiors, is te, be conipared to a spermiatic influence
produced in some uniknto\wn manner by the parent
tum-ors."

\Ve niay %vith reason assumne the origin of the
cancerous (liseases to ne conditioneci by the de-
grec of that vital resistance, referred to in a recent
article in M o\ .SCI ENCE on ;'lThe Thleory of
Immunity from Contagious I iese. We are
aw'are that glanclular tuniors in the scrofulous,
begîn or return %viien the vital powers bave been
reducei 1b, any cause ;and in trecatmient Nve direct
our energies to restore vigor of coi-stitution. Simi-
ilarîy, cano'erous clîsease of the breasts is miost
common wben their vital encrgy is lov. or as lias
been said, wbcn, relatively for tliem. senile decav at
clîmacterîc nas begun, or, as in unmnarried %vomen,
at even carlier pe riods. As Salmon lias sugges-
ted, celîs in normal activity înay keep oxygen so
complctely remnoved froîn 1>100( thiat microbes can-
not live in iL - lbut as noted by Zuelzyer, 1-tiller,
etc., let thîis vitaiiiy or normal activity l)c lesse ned
î>y a poison (c.g. atropia or a ptoinaine) then mi-
crobes, as lias l)een provedl, overcomie a local resist-
ance by inulLiîlication. and infection becomies
Cg(eneral.

l'le lecturer made a mnost ingenious and apt
illustration of the origin of tumors by a reference
to vegetable l)atbology. I-le indicatecl how from
aborteol luds local tumiors arise in the trunks of
trees, and lhow numnerous varieties of ga Ils occur,
througb insccts, on the leaves of trees. :\lwavs
is there a local irritating influence creating ab-
normal pror'.o'ts.

Tn~le point that cach locality of the body bias
special susceptibilities is well illustrated 1w the writcî
by tetanus, in wliich the cause, undoubtedly a ba-
c illis, appears harmiless for a length of time until it
invades some portion of the spinal marrow. Simil-
arly wvith the specially affected parts ini scarlatinia,
typhoid, diphtheria, etc. Regarding the possibil-
ity of cancer lying dormant ini the systcm, or of
its hereditary character, wve have the illustrations
of syphilis lying domiant in the systemi for years,
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