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:NATURE AND TREAIMENT 0F DIPHTHERIA.
A P'AVERÉI) 11> I.1OILL 'IEll TOItUNTO MEIAIA ,UI

in' l'PEmic H. iîxe -,SA., M D., 'rOlCox'r.

c'ez/ene L'lie subject of ni) paper is onc
so important in ils nature and bo tcxî.endcd
in the niany points necessary 10 ils pr.Jper wof-
sideration, that il would bc quile iInPussibie in a
sin(ile paper t.) dual '.mith It in anyîhing like a c.onmi-
prehiensive inanner. 1 hal therefore, endeavor
to do little more than point out some of the princi-
pal phases of the da3.ease as, regard,, ils nature and
Irealment.

it. Tlie nacture~ of le iise'as.--In the wvork on
J.a//logjý fncie-ne of Pro)f. [îcuof I>arisý, the
Most illusîrious of F1roub.seau's ucesos a nuiti1-
ber of mnaladies ie* placed undeýr the generic term

Anin. o the,)e lie appliesý the specik îermsb,
Angine Caîarrhaie-iuqmeuse,

Paremcihymateuse,
F-ibrineiise 1)iplitheritique;

And dermnes '*Aniginie- in ils inost restricled sense
to1 be CC Iniflamm-iiationi of t.he back of the mnouth and
larynx." Besides haigthese as distinct mnala-
dies lie remnarks that wve hia\e theni oflen forming
a part of more gemicral imaladius, ab surltn Lu.,

and Ien gus o, t-in, as the basýis of this class

-fication, the "pl-ocjsus aii<1/oiUVi's," diýiding-
them as we have already seen.

In ihe fir-st, 've have ca/arrz where there- is an
undue dcIvelopmientL of epithelial ceili andi a copi-
otms i. chrg of sci uni uoiîlaininz albinenoid
malter.

In tîhe second, we lia\ e a muuh(-I deeper sealed
iiiflammii-alin, either acu te, subacu te, or chronic,
with ils, exuidatiomi of seruin, containn fibrin and
leucocytes, int the submnucous and follicular tisý-
,suesas wvcll as on the inucous sur-faces, rcsulting, il

vnay b-e, in aibscebss., or, in ulhrounc caes n
permianent iricrease of the connective tissue, an
hy pcrtrophy, seen -ebsuucally in enilarged tonlsils,
uvula, epiglottis, etc.

In thec third, anigine psecudo mieiiibranieuisu, there
is a condition in which the cha.racîcristits, of mien)-
branous laryngitis (ci oup>, are applicable 10 the
malady, except that in andine pseudo-imembraneuse
the niucous mecmbrane ib usuàlîiy mure altered than
it is in croup.

iBy follow)%ingy out suchi distinctions it would scem
that w~e are most likely, to gel a b roaci and pract-
cal know!ed&lýe of the various formus of sire ilîroat
which are muel %vith in every-day.t praclîce, and
%vhich, before ý)lhl>iC.LI conditan . were made
the basis of classification, grave ri.-,_ to long, years of
bitter discussion concerning the identiîy of thie
French CCDiphlieiite,"' En glishi " croupl," acute
laryngitis, sputriouis croup, etc.

2/id. Defi/iio.-l)r. J. Rose Cormiack's defini-
lion, in Quain's Dictionary, ib uLiprcleesive, and,
thoughi short is definile, eeidyas, regardà the
local characleýrisîics of tlie disease

"A speciflc, conlagious.-, asîhemie, general dis-
case. wvhichi soiielimes.ý prc\ ails- as, an epidemnic and
is enidemiie iii certain p1aceb. It ib hrceie
by the exiudation in various situations -particmlarly
en mnucous surfaces of the soft palate, uvula, ton-
sus, pharynx, larynx, traclica -of a peculiarS caco-

plastic lymphfl, which, togecther %wiîh the epithelial-
celîsb, generaliy fornis a, t.hik, lough, and sîratified
pellicle or false miembrane-a stroma made up of
mucous and epithelial. cells, arranged iii layers of
cacoplastie exuidationi."

Referring briefly 10 bomie of hlic ciaracteri.,tics,
as iven in the above definition, wc have:

Te specqfle cliaracter of the disecaie. -Undoubt.


