
OIGINAL OOe'aUTUMUM»Nt 1W?
already the Red Cross, when. local sanitary arrangements were imper.fret or in abeyance, has taken upon itself the burden of the. e mergency
preventive measures as well as of measures of relief.

in so doing it has acted wisely. Preventive work ia always miore
productive in resuits than relief work. It la also more economical. Itili wiser as well as more humian, tG ereet a parapet along the. top of a
dangerous chuf than to provide an amibulance at its base..

I do not, however, wÎ&h to give eouteanc to the, notion that prt,vention and treatinent of disease muet be rgar>ded in antitheais. Thetwo are parts of a whole and flot distinct and separate. Thiarnay illus-
trated by twco of the most serious diseases to which huaility la aul>.ject tuberculosis and syphilis. 0f these, tuberculosis is probably thr
chiief producer of dependent widows and orphans; while syphilis, onthe, authorîty of Sir William Oier, mueat be regarded as third among
the killizig diseuses. Por the prevention of bot h of these diseuses treat-
ment forme an indispensable preventive measure. Rvery arrangement,conducing t>, the comfort or reeovery of thxe tubercules5s patient dim-inishes the risk of massive infection in hie famlly; and the, prompt
treatment of syphilis by arseno.bezjaol Preperations i8 the moat effective
mesa for securing bis inimediate diainfection as weUl as bis progresu
tow'ard cure. And even when the. elementary personal infection la
absent, it can be argued with justice tha th pri-tn fiin.iei
cal tr>eatment and nursing of the siek flot only diminishes the. duratiom
ofj indiv~idual disability, but prevents the impoverishinent and enfeeble.
ment of ocher members of the. saine famiily.

But for an increasing proportion of the. total sic*ness of humanity,total prevention la now possible, and 1 need aoarcely cite the almoatomeplete disappearance of typhus in weter nations lu peace tinie, the,?apid dcclii'. of enterie f ever, and the improvernent lu regard to a large,iwnber of other dliseases. The number of preventîie diseases is being
steadily increaaed, as investigation progresses, and as our knowledg.of th already ascertained laws of health increases and beconi.. dis.

smnted among the general population.
It was, therefor, a happy inspiration of Mr. Davison, the. President

, h merican Red Cross, which led ta bis calling togeuxer the. inter-
, ai conference of Red Cross Socleties ut Cannes, with a view toesieig means by which the world-wide a.tivities of Red <Croas

wresmight b. utilized for the prevention of illness as wUl as for
thetreatmient of sick and wounded mankin. It is a vsion citheftrwhich, I think, will have a great influence on the welfare of

M&knif, os I amn confident will be the, case, the conception fires the.
sols f the multitude of Red Cross workers and contiuor in every

ciiidcountry, and leads thein to determine againat demobilization


