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It may not be axniss to add a few statements:

(1) We proceed on the ground of an express contract to nurse, andt

express no opinion as to the law in the ordinary case of a patient enter-

îng the hospital without such contract.

(2) As a corollary of the above (while we think an implied contract

has the saine effeet as an express contract in the samne ternis) we giva

no opinion as to the contract implied from a patient cntering a hospita.

(3) We express no opinion as to, what the resui t would have heen

had the negligence eccurred in the operating theatre.

(4) None of the cases in any of the jurisdlictions expresses any

doubt that, whether the hospital is or is not, the nurse is liable for hel

own negligence in a civil action; in some cases also criminally fo,

an assauit, simple or aggravated, and in fatal cases for manslaughter.

(5) There is no hardship in the present decision. The hospita:

can proteet itself, as was done i Hall v. Lees, and in some of th(

American cases.

THE ADVANTAGES AND RISKS 0F COMBINED LOCAL ANI:
GENERAJj ANABSTIIESIA.

By DR. W. H. B. AixuNs,
Toronto.

D URING the hast few years eoiîsiderable attention has been devote(

to the development and improvement of methods of anoesthesi,

As a consequence of this the efficient administration of anolesthetes i

no longer regarded as merely an adjunct to surgery, but is generajý

recognized to be quite as mucli a specialty as any other departmneut .

medical science, and there is therefore an increasing tendeney to lirui

it to those who have mrade a special study of the varions drugs employd

and of the different niethods of administration, with their attend.,

risks. This has naturally rcsulted in a great reduction in the numibe

of fatalities occurring under anoesthesia.

The principal general anoesthetics which have been cmPloYed

chloroform, ether and nitrons oxide gas. It was formerly suppose,1 tha
more risk was associated with the use of ether than with that of chlor'

form, but the more recent statisties indicate that this is a fallaey, .. ,

that while the nxortality from chloroforemn is about 1 in 3,000, that fro

ether is onhy about 1 in 30,000. Judging from the statistics Ol%,

by Buchanan, which include many millions of administrations, the

of nitrous oxide gas is even safer than that of ether ini the haxids

an expert anoesthetist, the mortality being about i in 5,250,000 adjniil

tratiolis.


