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Spinners, a family which contains the silkwormn moths and several other
thick.bodied, hairy moths, with large wings but small heads, bearing
comb-like antennoe and having the rnouth parts imperfect, or as iu those
uow under consideratiou flot developed at ail. The caterPillars of the
.8onibjcide are uistally hairy or tufted, and w'heu full grown spin a cocoon
for the protection of the short, thick chrysalids.

At Fig. i the different stages of the American Lackey Mtoth are given.
This species appears in the perfect state iii the begiuniug of july, about a
week carlier than the other species referred to above, which is known by
the name of the Forest Teut Caterpillar G. disstria Hub. (G. syZvatica
Har.)

The An-iericari Lackey M%,othi is a pretty species of a duil but rich reddishi-
bro'vn colour, hiaving the upper wings crossed obliquely by Iwo clear,
wvhitish, l)arallel hunes, In rare instances these show faintly on the lower
wingys also. The fringes of the wings are chiefiy of the sarue colour as the
oblique liues. 'l'le space enclosed betweeu the Iighit lnes is pater than
the rest of the wings lu the males, but of the same colour or rather darker
iu the females. Ou the imnder side, ail four wings are crossed by a wveil-
defined, irregular, wlîitishi bar. The perfect insects hiaviug their mouth
parts uudeveloped partake of no food, but devote the wvhole period of their
short ]ives ta the perl)etuatioui of their kiud As soou as they liaviQ paired
and the femnales have laid thieir eggs they die. The eggs are deposited in
riugs upon the smaller twigs of various trees, usually within a short dis-
tauce of the tips. Eachi eggr-cluster contajus from 200 to 300 eggrs, whichi,
Mien laid, are covered with, a liquid glutinous substance which soon dries
and cements themn firmly together, and proteots theni from the iveather.

A surprising poixQt iu the life history of these iusects is that about a
niouth after the eggs are laid, the youuig caterpillar is fully formied inside
the egg aud it reuiaius in this coudition ail throughi the Ivinter, on]y eatiug
its way out from the egg lu the following spring Mihen the leaves expand.
Immediately upon hiatching the young caterpillars consume the glutinous
covering of the eggs, and theu lose uîo tine lu attacking the foliage. They
at once begiu thc construction of their tent, whichi is a web of fine silk, spuni
iu tic nearest fork of the twig upon whichi they wvere hiatchied. 'This teut
is icreased iii size as the caterpillars grow, and if left uudisturbed is sanie-
tinies nearly a foot lu dianieter. The caterpillars are very regular in their
habits, marching out iu regular procession, eachi following close behiud the


