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New Enactment.

We publish in this number the new Act intended to
facilitate the collection of the school tax, together with the
clanses and forms of the municipal law applicable thereto.
By virtue of the 85th Sec., Cap. 15, of the Consolidated
Statutes, the School Corporations were already possessed of
the right of transferring the assessment roll to the Munici-
pal Corporations, and in this manner oftaking advantage of
the swummnary proceedings permitted by the Municipal Act.
By the present enactment, a School Corporation will be
able to exercise the same powers directly, the Chairman
and Secretary-Treasurer occupying the same relative posi-
tions under the new law as the Mayor and Secretary-
Treasurer of 2 municipal council.

Library of t&:e Department of Educaiion.

We beg to call attention to 2 notice in another column
by which persons having in their possession books belong-
ing to the library of the Department are requested to
return them without delay. Those who may beable to sup-
ply works missing from incomplete donations would render
a great service by doing so. The collection now comprises
nearly 9000 volumes, of which a catalogue will be pub-
lished shortly. Although the want of care in returning
borrowed works will prevent circulation in the future, the
library will always be open to persons pursuing special
studies—a privilege of which many voung men have
already availed themselves with good results.

— m——

Twonty-first Conference of the Teachers’ Association
in connection with Jacques Cartier
Normal School.

This conference was held on the 19th Oct.

‘[he meeling was called to order by the President at 10 o’clock.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and adopled,
a teport providing rules and regulations fur the management of the
Teachers® Library was received and agreed to. By Article 111 of
these rales it 1s provided that ull teachers residing witkin the
himits of the Jacques Cantier Normal School shall have access 10
the Teachers® Library about 1o be established, on payment of a
subscription fee of §2 per annum, -

The Principal of the Jacques Cartier Normal School offered to
place the hhrary of the School at their disposition on the condition
ihat the books be loancd on the same terms as at present, and that
the professars of the Normal Schwal have the privilege of consulting
amd borrowing the works in the Teachers® Library. The offer
was unanimonsly accepted, amd the meeting proceeded to hallol
for a tibrarian, which resulted :n the choice of Mr. F. X, Des-
plaiues.  Mr. Casgrain was then appointed Assistant Librarian by
the Principal, in conformity with the rules and regulations.

Mr. Lamy gave a lecture on T%e influcace of education on 7reli-
gion, sociely, colonizution aad agricullure. . .

The Psesulent proposed the first question for discussion, IFhat is
the best method to teach arithmelic, the synthetic or the analylic.
The members whose names were entered for the debate being
absent, the matter was left over 1il the next meeling.

The next subject for discussion was this: fHhat s the best

method to teach the first_four rulesof arithmetic? Allthe teachers

present took part in the debate, which Mr. O. Tessicr undertock to
suw up at the meeting in January unext.

It was then announced that the following members would lecture
at the next meeting: Messrs. Coutu, Hétw, and Tanguay.

Subject for debate: Jhat is the best method of teaching frac-
ttons and aliquot paris ?

‘The meeting then ajourned to the last Friday in January.

Twonticth Conferenco of tho Teachers’® Associstion
in connection with Liaval Normal School.

The conference was held on the 29th August, 1863, the Pre-
sident, Mr, J. Letourneau, in the Chair.

The minutes of the lust meeting were read, amended, and una-
nimously adopted ; after whick the election of office~-bearers took
place with the following result: M. C. Dufresne, President ; Mr.
N. Thibault, Vice-President ; Mr. J. B. Cloutier, Secretary; Mr.
A Gisardin, Treasarer. Commitlee of munagement, Messis. J.
Létourneau, N. Lacasse, 3. €. L. Lufrance, D. McSweeny, A.
Doyle, D. Plante, J. B. Dugal, C. Dion and F. X. Gilbert.

‘The Secretary read letters from Inspecter Bardy and Mr, Clou-
tier who therein explained the cause of their nbsence.

Mr. DeGnise delivered a lecture on geology, with illustrations.

On the suggestion of the President the answers to-questions on
calligraphy, submitted at the last meeting, were discussed and
decided as follows:

ist. When shonld children commence to write ?

Ans. As soon as they begin to read.

2ud. Is it better to commence v riting on the slate or on paper ?

Ans. Onthe slate.

3rd. What should be used at first, a pencil or the pen?

Ans. A pencil should be first used in order that they may learn
how to form the letters. ?

4th. What are the best pens to begin with?

Ans. Steel pens sufficiently flexible.

5th. What should children be taught to write at first 2

Ans. Strokes, curves of letters, amall letters in something hke
the followingorder:ivamvwroceasx,tlbjghdfpqy
k z 5 aud, {asty, the capitals.

61!11. Should these exercises be written on one line or between
two

Ans. Between two lines; even small hand should be so written
at fiest.  Running hand on ane line only.

7th. Are written examples better ?

Ans. No, printed text is preferable.

8th. Should examples be at the 1op of the page ?

Aus. Yes, if the page be short; otherwise on detached slips.

Gih. Should the same example be repeated Jong ?

Ans. Not so Jong as to tire the pupil; strokes, especially, are
tiresoine and shouhi not be copied too fong at oue time, it wounld
be better to return to the subject after some days.

The same subject will be continued at the next session, when
the following questions will be discussed ¢

10ih. What should the teacher be doing during the time em-
ployed in writing 2

11th. Quglt the writing exercises be long and frequent ?

12th. How should the teacher accustom the pupils to give the
proper inclination to the letters ?

13th. How should he accustom them to leave an equal space
between the letters and words ?

1th. What shonld be done with old copybooks ?

15th. How can children be tanght to keep their copybooks clean?

16th. What is the difference between the offiand and othur
Kinds of writing ?

17th. How amd when should these kinds of writing be used 7

181k What are the defects 1o be avoided in the modes of writing
and how should they be corrected ?

1t was then proposed by Mr. N. Lacasse, seconded by dMr. J. Lé-
tourneau, and unanimously

(1st.) Resolced,~That a prize for good writing be awarded to

Mr. Ls. Alfred Blanchet, pupil of the Mudel School of St. Charles,
= Mr. Cyprien Gagug, Teacher.

(2md.) Resolred,~ Thal three other prizes be offered at tie next
conference of this Association, furthe best specimens of running
handwriting.

Mr. A. Doyle having promised a lectur, for the next meeting,
and the Principal having extended an invitation to the members to
visit the chapel each day of thie conlerences, the meeting adjourned
to the last Saturday in January next,



