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But bofore the psople will acknowledge the
justica of ourclaims and apply our principlesin
thoatffuire of life and tho govatnwaent of the world
they mus bo saustied that they are founded n
truth.  Itis our privilege 10 furnish tho evidoncs
sud it becomeos our appropristo duty to show
that our faith is in harmony with teason and
vaturo-~~that it corresponds to the essential plu-
losophy of all things, and is sancuoned by Re-
velation. Trusting 1n God for Hia blessing, and
in your kind indulgouce, we wull undertake to
discharge thisduty.

We rogret that tho acknowledged faith and
apinions have dons no moro -to elovato tho af-
fections, and improve tha condition of man.—
They have utterly fsiled to correct the heart or
the hfo. Thoy have disturbed his presont peaco
and darkened his prospects for-the future.~
Thousands of the young end innocont have
boen itduced to relinguish wwhatover is most
beautiful in life—to give up ali that rondero re.
ligion attractive and divine, for a misorabla ens
perstition, which like tho Upas, fills the very
atmosphere with doath. X am remiuded that
this dark theology, likea groat idol, has beon
tolling itsponderous carover tho world-for oges—
1 follow fts dosolating track, by the wreck of
noble minds—by-thofearful waii of the lost spirit,
and tho crushed hopes and affections of thosegvo
fovo! Oh! when{ look at4his picture, drawn
with the pencilof reality, in all its decp shadows
and startling colors, tho brainis oppressed and
tho beart is aick; and while woe would stifie the
ioquiry, it finds anutterance;—In the name of
reason,of humanity and heaven, is thereno hope
“Yor maun ?

It is with wo unkind feelings that wo oxposo
1ho ersors of tho wotld ; whether they havo their
existencs in opinion or praclico, in the thaorics
of men, arin actual life, wo must be allowed to
sposk with all boldness, and without fear.or favor.
Wo love to tell plia traths 1 a phin way;
they aro better understood. We cannot charm
tho ear with.the essenco of all 'language ; give ne
leave to speak an houest mind-~listen whilo wa
speak, 2nd wo ask no mory, ** Come now, and
‘et usteason together It bas been asid that ha
who will not reason isa bigot, that ho who can.
vot isa fool, aud that ho who date not is a slave.
e trast that thoro whom we address are not
wanting 1 the disposition, tho ability, or the
conrage. Lctusapproach this subject with the
consciousness that tho mind was mado to be frae;
that it is our high preregauvo to think for our-
solves, 2nd cur daty to speak and act for human-
ity. May wo not hope that you will feel a
deep interost in tho sabject ofour investigations 7
Is ituotwell to inquiro whother the millions of
qrembling spirits inbabiting this carth, may not
all rejoico in hope of the glory of Ged? We
caguot be incifferentto the subject, if wo heey
1the crice arregard tho claims of humanity. To
five like ratitonal and immiortal beings, wo must
be cll atteation cud sction.  Wo should labor
+vith a loving and willing spirit, to correct the er-
‘rors of men and to remove the evils of the world,
To live truly wo musthive ingenerous feclings—
in holy thoughts and illustnous actions. The
poot has given our idca of life,

#%¥0 live deeds, not years ; dnthoughts, natbreathe
‘Indeelings, not in figures oa o dial.
. . . e most livee,

ATho thinks most—{eciz the noblest—acty tho best™

Hoping that our present Iabors a3y aid in soma
2mall degreo to promote this bighes life, we invite
Fon 1o go with us through the course of illustra.
ton and argument. Our invitation is to ull—
“COME ROW AXD LXT U3SKRASIC TCCSTURR."
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this duty so fer va tho doctrine of andless miasry
1a concerned. I may porhaps be ullowed to say
i1 the ovtenr without incurring the chargoe of
vgotum, that T was formerly a bolioverin that
doctrine  Tho creed that containgd 1t was rocked
in my cradlo ‘with mo, and it was tmost sedulous.
ly taught me ** fromt my youth up.” Against afl
my carly impressions, and the strong prejudices
of oducationy I'hava rejected it for vesaons, that
appear to mo goad aud subatantial; and it is wy
purpose to luysome of those reasons beforo you.
[ecsunot hopo, that all whoread this will view
them in preciscly the same light with mysell’; and
though I fuil tocouvines, yet I trust 1 ehall, in
the ond, havo the satisfaction of knowing that my
duty hasbeon phinly, candidly, and affecuionate.
ly done. Without{urther preliminary romarks,
I proceed directly to tho work proposed.

1. My first objectionto the doctriue is, that it
18 plaiuly and wmost oleatly. anti-Christiaa i its
epirit.

You will bear jn mind, thatwe are ditectod in
our toxt, totry tho spints, whethor they be of
God," and will therefore, I trust, bare nv hesita-
tion about the proprioty of the work in which
we are engaged.

Thero is one great principle of truth applica.
cable aliko to the physical and mornl world, in
viow of which wo should conduct thrs cxamina.
tion. Itis laid Jown by tho Savior thus: « Tho
tree is knowu by its fruit, and the fountain by the
waters thatit sends forth. “ Grapesdonoz grow
on thorns, vor figson thistles; geither doth the
same fountain sond forth waters both bitter and
sweat."

Now, all systems of doctrine havo somo great

leading featurcs, twwhich mark them as distinct
from all othorsa:z and ons of thosv features, is
the spiri which pervades them, Thus, for jue
stance, the 3lahometan religion is essentially con-
tentious and warlike, in its spirit. Its aathor
was a “‘manof war,” and his religion was estab-
lished by the sword and the javelin. He taught
his followers to fight for tho fuith, and premised
tho higbest seatiu Beaven to thoge who bled and
died in the bawle for his defonco. Its spirit,
therefore, is the spirit of war.
* Shonld you tell tho Mahometan that he ought
to submit oven to insult and injury, with patience
and * resist notevil,” he would tell you that your
toxchings wero anti-Alahometan in epuwit. Tha
prophct himself fought, 2nd your doctrino is op*
posed to tho spirit of his wholelife, and all his
exchings; and by this he would decide, with as
much cartainty, as by the clearest testimony of
the Koran.

So the Christian rel.gion is essontially a system
of *peace and goed will” Its sparit 13 the
epitit of love and kindness. Its author breathed
this £pirit 1a all bis works and vays:  Love is the
very essence, tho Jife and soul of the gospel; and
T am prepated to reject any, aud every doctnino
and practice, as anti-Christian, that s oppesed
to this all pervading spirit of love. I caro not
who preaches it, or by what ingenuily meon may
ondeavor to axtort ttfrom the sacred writinga; if
it breathe the spirit of revenge or hatred, it isao
moro certain that Mahometenism and Christizni.
ty are not identical, thsn 1t isthat sach & doctrine
or prezoptis ao pact of the gospel; for, * the
same fountain doth not eand forth waters bath
bstter and swoet.”  T'hus, then, without resor. to
+ dantifulinterpretations, or disputstions about
words,” but by a test sxinfallible as the tsial of
gold liy fire, you may distinguizh betwesn tha
metal and the slloy, and separate she gold from
the frozs.  Let us. ben, try tho spirit of tho doc.
triae of endless misery, by she spirit ofahe gospel

{ 28 exlhibited

1. La the teasiines ol'the biessed saviac.

L ake the parahle of tio ** Prodigal Son.'” as
anallustrat.on.  Thizisits substanco. ** A cor-
tawr man had trvo sons; and the youngers azid unzo

tus father: givo mo tho pozuan of gouds that

falleth tome. o he divided tw hin hiz bying.—

eeints  Aud s00n he departed, and took his joutuey iuto

mhother they are of God, besauso maay faler p speets | g far cottairy.  Away from tha counscls ofa fath.

tate gono cutsato the worldt® 1Joha,av. 1.

cr.and fren from tas rearnaizy of parental an-

It 19 scareely nocczaary o cboorse that thess rhonty, ho imdalged hs fusis, and spent his sub.
are 1n the world, ooy diffesent and eves €004 si3zce in notvus hewng. Therp 2rose 8 mizhty
tradictory coctrines, claitjog tho name of Chis § famane n the faud, and ko went and joired bim
nanity. The toxt wonld ceem o isdicate, ¥&5¥ { suif 10 a citizon of 1hat contlry, and s if to-com-
plainly, that tis o duty of tho Chnatan 20 ex~ | picte lus degredation was sent ista the field to
amine all dorirines, fos the purpasn of delenimin~ 4 foed awine. S0 sors was his want, tart heavould
avg whathor tiey. are, o are aot of Guad. It i3 | Liare &lled lnnetf swith tho busks which the ywina
8 10 object 0. the present, and 2 will beiwo de-; didgat, znd 1o wan gave unlo I, Then ho
» g0 of tome subscquent arucles, 10 dunargo sca::z.e o Lumself.  Hle thought of bis {fathar 2nd

T
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hishome, and romembered that \hore, even the
hired sorvents had enough and tospsre  Ho
sad therefore, **1 will orise and goto my futher
and I will say unto hun, Fathor, I have sinned
ngainst heaven and beforo thee, and am 10 niore
warthy to bs called thy son, Make wo, thero.
fore, a8 onte of thy hired servants.”

Wo wrn now to tho father. He had wept for
the lossof na son.  Ho hizd romambered hive and
cated for um, oven when hs cared not for him-
sell. 1o had mused of him, and preyed for wm,
mthe wilence of tho night end in the waking
hours uf tho day, and bad waited with anzions
solictude for hisreturn. Aud, behold! now he
comes ! Faran thedistauce sppoars the form of
a woary traveller. Thooyo that was dim with
agecould sse him * whilo yot ha was a groat
way offy”" and datect tho weil remembered image
of along-fost son. His hmbs viere just now tot.
tering and trombling upon lus staff; but he for
getshois oid. ‘The aged frame assnmes the vigor
afyouth, Ho neods no il to support his etops;
but he runsto moet him, Walorgot the rags, and
filth, aud folly of his son. e forgot lis guift
aud inigmity ; aye, ho forgot every thing, Sutthst
it wwas his son, and ina transport of joy ho clasped
tho poorJwanderer in lus anws, and kissed him?
Tho first word uttered was, ¢ BrungNorin the best
robe ond put it on bim. Puotaring uvpon s
finger and shoes upon his feet, aud let the fatted
calfba slain, and let ug rejoice ; for wy sov has
roturned, and I have recoived him ssfe cnd
sonad*"

Hereds a trua delineation of tho apirit of the
gospel; for this porable is butan illustration of
the ways of God 20 man. As tius father felt to-
wards his son, vo did God feel towards his child-
ten. lask vou (o try the spirit of the doctrine of
endless misery by this standard. Do you ses
snything in this doctrinethat résembles the spirit
of this father? AWhen carth’s wandering prodi-
gals sholl be gathered befura him, will he treat
them as this futher treated his so82?  Or, will he
castthem out to wander hopeless and forlorn,
world mithout end? 1 pray yon try the spirit
whether itboof Ged. To mo it looks not like
the gospoi spirit.

But there is another character introduced in the
parable. The older brother was in tho field, and
when ho drow nezr tho house, sud heard
tha sound of music and dencing he called
onzlof tho servanis and asked what it moant.,
~—Tho answer was, * Thy Lrother has come,
and thy] father hoth killed for him the futted
calf” ¢ And ho was augry, and would not go in.
Therafore went his father oat angd entraated him,
saying, Itwas meet that we should meke wmerry,
and bo glad, for this, myeon, waslost, and is
found; Lo was dead, aud is olive again. Buthe-
said, ¢ Lo ! theso many ycars.do I serve thee,sud’
yetthon novet gavest .mo &0 much as a kid to
make mersy with my fiiends. But no soonor
does thisthy son, who has devoured thy living
with harlots, return, than tho hast killed for him
the fatted calf.” ¢ He was angry, and would
not gom."” Here you sce a spirit very different
from thatof the father. It is a spirit that would
crush the sinnerand dnve bim from his homo,~
Itis the spirgt of rovenge, of wrath aad unforgiv-
ing crachty. And nowl pray you, try e apint
of the dactsine of andless wo, and tell we, I it
more liko that of thie father 7 or of the clder broth-

‘er1 Ifitbelile thatofthe elder brotber, thon

jndge ye, whather I am not justified in saying.
thet the doctrine is anti-Christian in spirit,

Tako aontber illusiration, found in the parable
of the *Lost Sheep. « A csrizinwan had au
hundzed shezp, and one of thea went astray.—
ta eft the mroty and vine in the vrildsruess and
svant afier tho one that was Jost, unfil he found it;
znd vehen be had found iy, ho faid it upon his.
shoulder and bsre ithome 3 and zaid to his neigh-
bory, rejoicd with mefor ¥ have found my sheep
thet waa lost.” Thold that tho conduct of the
shapherdhere, is an illustration of the #pirit that
marks the conduct of the good aud gracions mas
ters and 1 hold itwo porversion to.say, ho intend-
od to teach hero, that if'in tho fold sbove he had
the niaoty and nioe of the bumau rece, and one
ouly was laat, lis epirit would go out [n its power,.
2nd in tho zrms of his love bear home tho wan,
derer, and hold Rim up asthe last trophy of lus

graco, and a subject of joy. for sl tho awhabiants;

of hsaven above,

Ttisremarkablo that she shopherd did not give
ovtrihsa scarch uniil bo had found the sheep; and

offor w0 shaw the woy honie 1 oz did he trust the
sullorsr o iis owa asrongih, and loave it to the

anorcy of the wolves, But the power of his

stroug arm was mado Larefor the rescue, and
upouw his broad shoulder the poor wanderer \mE
laid, and he bare it homo, and kindred spirsta e.},
jolead that tha loat wvas found. flere 16 the apisly
that pervades the gospel. Tt a upnrilvfduvo-r
fion to the jnterests of maa, thst panaes at no Jif.
ficultios or dangors, that draive upon 1te o\wa tey
sonices und goeyout in the might of s puwer to
soize upop a snking woiid, and besr the last,
fost child of error home to heaven and- 10 God-

fask: Do you ece anch aspirit t the doctrioa
of endless wisery ? Does that dontrine teach]
you, that God =i}l treat sinnersin the eame spiit
asthe good shepherd the sheept If not, then
judga ye aguin, whether it w ot anti-Christeu
i1 apirit.

Bur thers are plawer teachiugs than these.s-
* What man among you that ts a father, ifhis son
ask bread, will ho give him a sipno? or if he ask
a fish, will ho givo him a sergent. or if ho ask an
egg will o givo him a scorpion? 1 yo then,
being evil, know hiow te give gooil gifisto your |
chitdren,how much more aliall your heavenly Fath-
er givo the holy spirit to them thet sk Aim!"Agsin:
Yo hisive hieard that it hath been said, by them op ]
old time, ‘Ihough shalt love thy neighbor, and!
hate thine anemy ;3 but 1 say unto you, love yvor
onemies, bloss them that curse you, do good to
‘them that hate you,and pray for them that despito-}
fully uso you and persecuse you: that ge ooy be
tho children of your Father, who o:aketh his sun E
10 rise on tho-vvil und the good, ard sendeth rain
upen the just and the upjust.  Still once more,
and Y1cavo thisview of tho subject. * Behold 1ha}
fowls of the air, fur they sow not, ncither do they
reap, norgather into barns, and vel your heaven-
ly Fatlior fecdath them. Are yonot much bester
than they? Dehold, the lities of tho fiold, how
they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin,
and yet 1say unto you, that even Soloiuon in all
his glory iras notarrayed lilke ona of these, If
God ¢o rlothe the grassofthe field, which to-day
is, and to-morrow iscest into tho oven, will be
not tako caro of you, O ye ofltille faith 7* ;

Here is the spirit of God &3 set Jorth in' tha!
gospel. Itis aspirit of unceasing care and kind-|
ness; a spirit that loves its enomies and trans-
tends oven tho warm love ofa parent for his|
children ; aspifit, which feeds the fowls of the |
air, decks the llies of the ficld; and over al the ]
earth cxtends ila watchful and sloepless vigilance, |
to delivor, tn bless, aud to save.

{ ask you to gxamine tho dottrine of endless
wisery, which crushes the sinner in hopsless wo
with the remorseless cruolty of the demons and
seo if you can find in it a spirit akin to that which
loves even its anemics, which shinos iz the sun
aud falls inths gentlo showors, facda oven the
fowls ofthe air, and decks the “lilies of the field.””
ifnot, then again we must badriven to the con-
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‘clusion thatthe dactrine is anti-Christian in jta

spirit. Thus much for the teackings of Christ —
Let us examine

2. His examples.

And kore we shell ind a sl mors clear, and
tangibls exhibition of the spirit of love and king-
ness. Upon him, at his baptism,we are 1514, “tha
spirt of God descended as adovo and rested upon
hior.” Itwasga harwless and peaceful emblem,
indicative of the nature of the spirit by which ho
was guided. -

"The slory of hns lifa is ta}d-in the-simple- sen- |
tence, that ** he went about doing good ™ end his 1
Lindsympathies Aowed out freely to all thatwora |
in want or distress.FBchold him zs ho draws-nésr
tothe city of Nain. Thers comes out & poor
widow followinyg the corpse of her son. Hehad
bean cut down m the bloow aud strength of his
iife. Mo wasthe pride of her eyes, and the joy
of berheant, for hie was heronly son, andaho waa'
awidow. Lonely and desolate wan that iourner
now, apd comfurtiess was ber bleeding heast, for
she was going o deposit in the cold grave tho last
tio that bound her to the carth.  Jesys mct hatin
the way.; andhs was touched with. compassion,
aud he spakeilic word,and the young man stoxe
from thodesd, and gave hitw again to his-mother .

Loak 2pain, and scv himattho grave of Lazs-
sus. The-tevo sistors had wept Jor a brothor, to
whom thioy had looked for protection and sup-
port. and who.was doar to their hesrts. Foar
days bad hio beea in the ground. 2he place be
had occapicd was ¥acant, and the-sistors weore
~gisconsolato. But Jesuz appeared in that-zocoe

whon ho bad found i, ke did- dot merslycall aud

of wo, 2nd voon theirsorrow wos:turned to joy



