
CHINESE' "ANCIEBTRAL WORBHU'r." [fbur

banners fiying, gongs beating, an indispensable nielody (?) in Chinese
parades, and lîorns teotiug-tbe procession moves forward, a happy cern-
pany. Upon reaching the cemetery " they cover the tombs with layers of
freslî earth," as we would plant our fiowers, and afterward present their
offerings 'jf fow], rie, llsh, fruit, and wiucs that have been provided in
extravagance. After the spirits have feasted, the real fuîî begins. It is
not strange to us that spirits do net bave ravenous appetites, and that the
buILk of the stuif remains. Upon these renants the old moun and womeu,
the young mnen and maidens, the boys and girls feast themselves to the
full, xnaking merry, carousing and wrangling until the 'lwee sma' hours
of the merning." Thus far -%ve have spoken of ancestral worship, at its
best, and we pcrhaps have seen mucli ini it that bas comînanded our ap-
proving syînpatlîy.

Ancestral worship is net thorougbly bad by any meaus. Verily there
is mucli in it that is excellent. It bas some features about it tbat arcecm-
bodied in the precepts of the fifth cemmandment cf the Decalogue ; and
there is aise a great deal ln it similar te our ideas embodicd iu our State
and national demo:)strations in houer of our illustrious statesmen and sol-
dier hieroes, or as witni,<sed ou our Decoration Day and other aniversarjes
of like nature.

But there is anether side wvhicb, if lcft undiscovered, would be to leave
us in ignorance of the real intents and purposes of the system. 1If the
people would confine theniselves te the moere honoring of the dead as WC
honer our dead--if there wvere boss of ferinality and more of sinceity-
then it mnight command our full apprevai and sympathy. But in that act
of -worship it is made abominable, because they make the dead ancestor
"the cerrelate of Ieaven" (Ged), and so vielato and destroy any good

there nîay be in it. Lu addition to the first quotatien frein Confucius, i
the same paragraph we bave tbis reinarkable utterance : " In reverential
awe shewu te one's father, there is netbing greater tban making bim the
correlate cf Jilaven. "

Iu every one cf these tablets the survivors believe there reside the
spirits cf the ancestors, who arc dependent upen themn for food, raiment,
cvery nccessity and pleasuireocf lifo, as tley were when they dwebt amonlg
theni lu visible presence. StilIl more fatal is tlic belief that every spirit is
a sert cf " tute.lary spirit,"' a proteetor or destroyer, a beiiefactor or an
avenger, one wbo blesses or curses, accerding te the gcnerosity or negleet
cf the devotee. On account cf this very elenent, se interwvoven in the
practice and the theory of the rite, it is impossible for a real Cbnistianity
te sanctien or approve of it ; te do se would bc dangerous, te, say the least,
and probably disastrous te the cause cf Christ.

If there is any idolatry lu China, it is fouud iu ancestral worship ; and
the Cenference cf Shanghai (1890) did ne wiser thing than when it passed
a resolution certifying that «"1idolatry lq au essential constituent cf ances-
tral worship." Some would say, Modify it. IIow rnodify it ? Eradicate
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