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and the issues of the world to corne
,vas found to bo a formiidable factor
in the State.

It must bc .onfessed that; the' lino of
clea1vage between tlie two systenms is
Stijl very dif licuit to trace, as the great
mlass of the people1 are practically botli
SjnltoLqs and B3îddluists. Tlio latter
,cuit, by its stronger intellectual
cliaracter, lias acconiplîslied mnore for
,educaItion and for ail the eleients of
au advancing civilization than the old
failii. It lias also introduced inoral.
precepts of a niore positive character
tllan the sinipler nature worship liad
ever inculcated. Modern Japan as it
Sto" at Vie tinie of Conmîîîodore
perrýy's expeditioui was greatly iii-
debted to Buddhisiii, and it owed inuch.
also to the teachings of Confucius,
-whielî witlî the introductioni of the
Cilîjuese language had gaincd a stroîîg
foothold. Bothi of thiese systeins are
,Stil active muid aggressive i» their
influence, thiougli lacking the one cie-
nient of strength. ivhichi Sintoisin
.enjoyvs in its alliance -%'ith the Govern-
mient. Wixen the presemit Mikado -as-
ç,umed full poti-er lie proclainied Ulic
s8mb faiti» as the religion of the
ýstaIte.

MVei1 lie iniit, for lie lmad witie-ssed
an-tuife-stzttion of ifs power as a suip-

porter of his tlîrone suicli as few
soirereignis in the -%vorlds history have
knowvi. Thîe voltititary surrender s.f
their powcr and tîmeir feudal estates by
thc daimiios of ail the I)rov.inces. toonie
rider could only have bec» broughlt
about liv that rcverernce whicli the'

soeegns of Japan have so long rem-
ccived as tute son$ of tht' gods.

Moreort'r, the Sinio teniples are
ezaçhrined iii the. pride anid revereîc&
of flie peoffie as thie retu-lcsof
2lîe national herocs. Thîcre are no
idoi there, but the ininges of the great
mien of the past. are legio». l3ud-
dhisn hasq adroitiv followed this ecx-
emnple, but the' iniages are only bor-
r.îwrcd and sM-11n ont of place. Tlîey
rscperlv br.long to Sintoisin anid tic
mtiom-l su-steTn.

The Jamnese Governnient froîîî
tiiiie to tiîîe catnonizes the great nci
wio, in, tlîcir lives hiave beeîî publie
hIiiefacttors, and tlîencefortlî tlîey are
eîîshrined. Every prefecture in the
eîîupire lias its Siinto temuple. The
systein. seeîis entrcnclied iii the
national life lîowevcr little of aggres-
sivemîess it uîîay nanifest as a religion.

Buddliisin of the old stanwp can
scarcely retaîn its poiver, but it uuever
cares te retain amny particular type.
It lias undergone înaxîy changes in tI
past centuries amîd is ready for uîîany
mnore. It is the mîîost fle-xible ammd ad-
justable of ail systeins. It i5 divided
into twelve distinct seets a it now ex-
ists iii Japan. 'Vhat new attitude it
.will assuine iii thc mien ordeal te whichi
the full blaz7e o! Christiaun truthi is
subjecting it re'mains. te) be seemi.
Gerniai phulosophy, Thui tlîeosophv,
and A.nericaiî Unitariansmn are doing
what tley cauî to, keep it in good heart
against the incursion. of the -"Western
religion " wluich inissiomaries are stri-
ing to introduce.

\%Vlîa.t, thon, is the outlook ? The
focs of Çhristiaziitv love te dwell
upon twll.t they cmiii the snaîl and iii-
effectuai efforts andi siinalier sîmcc'ess of
our Chîristian propag7zuidismu, amîd they
point lin contra.st bo the widesîrcad
c'onquiests of I3uddhisni on the saine
field fourteen. liudred years ago.
But tiîey forget that thiose conqmiests
whiclîwe liave spe to have boen only
partial were the re-sult of hundreds of
years of slow growth. \Ve have bec»
mit work a quarter of a ventury, the
first decade of whiceh slîowcd littie
fruit, anmd voL unc other sumch trams-
fornmation ever nccurred eve» in a
centuiry or ini tvo qetutirie. Tlîe
nation %v.-s« iiver so mimlecdbefore,
anmd it is not st.range tiîat sone re-
action shnld havçe occurrcd muid sone
reai femir lest all traice of the past
slîouil lme lost.

Tht' fact tInt ilîitler thf- ]3uiddliist
nor thc C'.onfiuciaîîi fmith evor cntircly

il aa after so uîizny couituries ef
e.\Iieriiuueiît îuîay îrperly r.alse tic
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