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240 STATISTICS OF THE

¢ Tho Roman Catholic church has in our coun-
try 154 lLospitals, with 30,000 inmates; 320 asy-
Jums, with 10,000 inmates ; it cates for 20,000
orphans ; it has 12¢ Jesuit and other colleges
and institutions of high grude, with 19,000 stu-
dents; It has 377,000 students uf all classes under
jts insteuction, and its church Luildings and
other edifices number about *4,000, with a
church seating capacity of 3,000,000.

It claitns #ts members and adlierents 7,000,000
of our pupulation, and it Las property valued ot
$70,000,000."

E PLURIBUSR UNUM.

The provlems that have Leen presented to the
churches in this century aund especially in re-
cont decades have beun the problems of 2
vast Increaso of pupulation, of hetervgzencvus
masses, of the distribution of multitudes over
wide areas, the accession and ~ettlement of new
territories, the building of many great cities, the
‘“‘ quartering * of tite puor and of one forein na-
tionality in city districts, the organization «f vice
and crime, reveated financial  ~tringency civil
war, mobs, pauperism, ctc.  Sutue of these prob-
lems are old, many of them are new and more
forinidable than ever inthe past.  The prcblems
have been civil, social, industrial, physical moral
aud religious. The all cumprchensive problan
has been to amalgamate the hetergsencous mal-
titudes into one people whose God I» Jchovah.
Let us note the leading problems of

Population: and Immigration.

The total immigration from 1790 to Juue 30,
1887, has been 14,177,747, Fromm 1820 to 188,
26.90 per cent. came from Germany, and 18.63

* One statisticlan allows 6,211 edlilces.

WORLD'S MISSIONS.

[MARCH,

per cenf. from Iiclaud, * Threo-fifths of the
Eucupean immigrants have como from Roman
Cathollic and many from infidel or ratiualistic
and communistic stock.'”” An listorian says:
*‘ Colonizing races, nascent Janguages, and
periuds «{ agitation have been the favorites of
Christianity.,” The oxistence in the United
States of 112,711 ovangelical church organiza-
tions, with 83,854 ministers and 37,379 local
preaciiers, and 12,132,651 communicants, a three-
fold gaia of their cumnmuamcants upun tho total
population is at least some evidenco, that this is
one of Christianity’s * favorite ** periods. One
great test of the puety of the times is the willing-
ness to give frecly and as the Lord has pros-
pered.  Here also there has been progress. The
agsregates are vast, althvugh by nv means equal
to the abiliy of Gud's pevple. The American
churches in the last 8§06 years have contributed
$167,959,0.21 tv hume and foreign missivns,and are
wontribating $7,000,000 annnally to these objects.
Dr. Dorchester, to whoin more than to any other
schular the students uf religious statistics in ting
country sre indebted, and to whom the compiler
of these facts acknow ledges hits indebtedness,sard
at the Washington meeting of the Evangelical Al-
liance . Probably, sice 1830, more money has
Vbeen riised by tne Protestant churchies of Chris-
tendum for purely evangelizing purposes, asiude
from current church expenses and local chan-
ties, than was raised for the sume object in all
the previous eighteen centuries.™

The proofs ure suflicient that while there is
the inexorable demand of God’s law and provi-
dence upon all his people that they be prophets
and come to his help against the mighty, there is
little occasion for alarm and hopelessness.

Oondensed Tabular View of Missions of the A. B. C, F. M. for the year 1886-87.
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*Qf whom 23 arc physiclans.
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