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HOPE.

The truc rank of hiope iimiong- the variforni princi-
pies wiîich blond in the utidercurrcîît of nuan's carcer,
is periîaps seldomn fully rccognized.

- Ileavcîiiy Cllitis ill t1îy eolirse diviný.
Ilope is thy star, liur liglit L; ever tliine,"

says Campbell, and it does flot demanci a Igea'
skili te show that if Ilope iîad neyer oxisted, the sap
of Genius ]lad dried up witii the stalk. Hope is
the firrt, impulse of amiibitioni-tUi power which bursts
the tramimels of sloth froin latent talenît. For if tiiere
were no earîîest and confident expect.'tion of success,
%who would attempt, to overcoîne the diflicuities whicii
enceînpass our desi-ns? Consider the cliscovery' of
electricity. Benjamin Franklin viewved the craslii,
flaring tunîult of a thunder btorin, and wondered
mucbi whlat terrific force could occasion this ighty
uproar ; but se had his predêcesso)rs of every genera-
Lion w'jndered. WVby, then, did Luis saine marveilous
agenc', of eiectricity reinain ail tiîrouglî the progress of
bistory unknown to mail until its revelation by Frank-
]in ? Amoiig ail lus forefatiiers iii iearing, was tuere
net a single intellect capable of solving the mystery 7
If we aiflirin that there was not, we muîîst accord te
Franklin a ini more powcrful than any that biad
wrouglt in tue vineyards wf science pre.% ions te his
Lune. But can. wc ad mit au explanation wliici would
class sudsi naines as Newton, Galileo, Hlarvey, or
Keppler subordinate to the taleîited Amlericaiî colo.
nist 1 Doubtless if any one of Liiese illustrious men lînci
grappled resolutely wviLi the probiem, tise electrie cable
had girded our spiiere long before Fratikiin's fainous
kite floated ainid tue turmnoil of tic licavens. Bu2t
bis enquiring inmd wvas net satistied simipiy to behiold
the elemental warfarc, and icily wunider at the hidden
powcr whici could wvitiî equai facility consume a hay-
stack or shiver to, splintcrs Uic soiid oak. Ilis rest-
iess brain toiied te discover the origin, and metlsod of
this saune irresistibie force. This is wvby facts wvbiclî
had se long beeji tor.cealed froin blis mental equals,
and even superiors, wv<re finally ascertaiîicd by bim.
Others, amazed, indccci, and awed, by Lb i acrial coin-
motion, yet never coniceived the faintest hope of
of expounding iLs vauises. 0f ail tic worlds great
thinkers who miglit bave penetrated the secret., lie
alone, incitc-1 by hope, attempteci and aciîievcd tiiat
dis 'closure which bas provcd a priceics tre-asure te
îna:nkind.;

A marine passage tlirougih the Istlinus of Suez,
tiiougb universaliy acknowlcdged Le be a înest desira-
ble acecssion te tue apparatus of nautical trade. iiad
been considered beyond hope, ami coîîsequently its
construction ]lad nover been unclertidîkcn. But De
Lesseps hcîped, tu acotemptii tlli% % lst wekmid lsv-
ing carefully inispecteci tic grounai, wvas oveîjoyed te
find tise preject by ne ineaîis inîpracticable. Accord-

iiigy, tue cisterprise wvas seon iii pregress, and erc
longl that st.andinîg triumnph of modern enigineerinîg
wvas comiplote. And onîce agaiiui, as the liquici band
mningled tue waters of Occident and Orient, ami ren-
dered te tlîoir commerce a service unparalleled since
tue npplication of steain as a naval rusotor, hope andc
lier ofl'spriîîg, resolutioui, lîad vanquisied cvery
obstacle, and vindicated the iniglit of humais intellect.

Tliough ail tIse piagues of Panidora's box iiarass
in, t.lat man i' ,vlîose spirit tue puise of hope, faint,

andc waveriî'.' it niay bo, stili timrobs, nsay yet escape
ecdi peru, aîîd triuinpl v'er every barrier.

It was hope, enge.ndered hy pieUs entîusisii, w~hicls
proînpted, the patriots of tue Protestant Nethieriands
Le attempt tseir release frein tue niest formîidable
tyraiîiy of thiat age, ceibinecl wit l hLme berrors of
absulute and mierciless faiîaticisiîî. Wimat witiî tise
terrible Spamisîs inîquisitioni spreadin- its fatal Lcisdrils

ailovr hu roiiil-lad wit, with tise servitors
of Spanisi oppression, stipreie iii tbe national tri-
buntils, and Spaiiish soidiers riotin,; in every hîomeî,
and cager by every forai of atrocity aîîd outrage te
cenviisce tlîo trembliig populace that King Philip's
sentensce of deatîs upon ail Netiierianders svas indeed
île jest; wvbat witls ail tisese, tise outloek of freedoîîî
seem-ed gloemny ciseugl. L"everticless, liope foretold
deliverance, ami after îscariy a century of bioody
strife, tise Republic et the Unîited Netheriands wvas
establisied, axsd deliverance wvas secured. Again,
Frederic tue Great, the dauiîtless Prussiani warrier, in
youts as tinsorous as anl invalid suaiden, was tauistcd
by bis associates as a cotisfritied poitreois. But hope
iii thse craven's breast prosnised tue nmastery over tlîis
înertifying weakness, ani perseveretîce so'ýii hanished
every trace of cewardice frein )lis temperanient.

YeL hope is net useful soleiy as aiding the execu-
tieni of Isuman purposes, for oftems slue bes-tows lier
ligliest benefits 'vhere lier prospects are isever attainied.
Hlow msaîsy a inan, happy iii tue liope of a prosperous
issue for some lon-cherislied scîseme, is abruptly


