TALES OF THE BORDERS.

- ;}r;{m a sort of scream, his children

-d to their feet. ) )
‘!’ saiil he, etamping hig foot and plac-
e money in her hand; “go! I order

ey knew his temper. that he was not to
warred, and Rebecca obeyed. He con-
4 to walk acro:s the floor with the same

of importance; he addressed hia sons
-aster Donaldson, Master Peter and
or Jacob, and Sarah, who was the best

* family, us Miss Donaldson. He walk-

{0 his wife, and with a degree of hind-
~uch as his family had never witnessed
. he clapped her on the shoulder, and

atherine, you know the proverh, that
who look for a silk zown always get a
- o't,—I have long looked foroneto you,
ow
“I'll mak® ye lady o' them a’!"
‘n hie own unmusical way he sang aline
o from the * Lass o' Gowrie”
-r Mrs. Donaldson trembled from the
nof the head to the sole of the foot.—
looks plainly told that che feared her
#%-nd had “gone beside himseifl” He
~—ed his march across Lthe floor, stately as
"‘nural on the quarter-deck, when Re-
jia entercd with the brandy and the wine.
JM%hat !” said he,again stamping his foor,
#81 not order you--to order John Bell to
the bottles 7
. Bﬁ,tecca shook, but he took them from her
hand, and ordered her to bring the glasses !
I hawe already noticed the pauvity of elass
veseels at Rebecca’s baptism. They were
et more numerous now, and even the foot-
Be g1as= out of which the linnet drank, had
ago with the linnet gone the way of all
andof all giasz, and Rebecea placed a
teacup, acored and seamed with age,
. were but four in the house,) upon the

>

- vhat! a cup! a cup!” exclaimed he.
ping his foot more vehemently than be~
“did 1 not order you to brine glasses !

~me! Mister Donaldson drink wine
ta teacup ! and he dashed the cup be-
‘the fire.

Z Paul! Taul!!™ cried E.rs Donald sen )
cssing hev £i-24 born,

ed l—-will ve no naudg him!

!

actly seem mad, but his conduct, his extra~
vagance, was #o unlike anything he had
ever seen in him before, that he was troubled
on his account, and he rose to reason with
him.

« Keep your seat Master Donaldeon,” said
his father, with the dignity of a duke—"Keep
your seat Sir, your father is not mad, but
before a weck go round, the best hat in the
vitlage shall be lifted to him™"

Paui knew not what to think, but he had
been raught to sear and to obey his father,
and he obeyed him now. Andrew again
handed money to his daughter, and ordered
her to go and purchase six tu nblers and six
wine glasses. Mrs, Donaldson wrung her
hands, she no longer ¢ ~ubted that her hus-
band was “lteside himeell:” ‘The crystal,
nowever, was brought, the wine and the
brandy we-e sent round, and the day-labours
er made merry with his children.

On the Monday {ollowing he went not out
into the field, to his work as usual, but arrav-
ing himzelf in his Sanday attire, he tonk
leaveof his family, saying he wouid be absent
for n week. This was asunaczeuntable as
liis sending for the wine, the brandy, and the
crystal, for no man atiended his employment
more faithfully than Andrew Donaldzon.
For twenty years he had ne: - been absent
from h's work a single day, Sundays and
Fast-days t.lone excepted. Hischildren com-
muned together, and his wife shed tears; she
was certain that something had gone wrong
about his head ; yet strange as his actions
were, his conversation was rational, and
thongh still imperious, he manifested more
affection for tiemn ail than he had ever done
heforc. They did not dare to question him as
to the change that had come over him, or
whethar he was going, for at all times his
mildest answer to all inquiries was, that
“fuols and bairna should never see things
ualtdone.” He departed therefore without
teiling why or whether, eimply intimating
that he wonld return within seven days leav-
ing his (unily in distress and bewilderment.

Sanday came, but no 1idings were heard
regarding him. With much heaviness of
reart and anxicty of spirit hiseonsand daugh-
ters proceeed to the church, and while they
with others yeot stood in groups around the

ciareh yord, a stranger gentleman entered,

Yis your flwer l Hix s top was s'ow and eoldier like. He car-
Shall we ! Lod y siiien umbrella to screen himself from

for the ductor, a siraiijacket, or the, the suy, forthey were then little used as &
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protection fiom rain, fow had zt that time

_ul was puzzled; his father did not ex- Adiscovered hat they cquld be so applied—



