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the lowest pjjet accompaiîued by proper conditions, adequate
dimensions, etc., ought to be the one choseli, it behoves the
buy1er t<> be certain that lie is safe in bis melection.

And the logic of this is that it witl be better to have coin-
petent specificationsm prepared iii advance than to endeavor
to select a proper proposai f rom the grab bag cofleet ion resulting
iii what rnight be called the open door.

TI'le matter of speciticatiolis would seen at, first glance to
Ime verv simple, and perhaps it is, to those builders who under-
stand(, anrd have the courage to offer what they really know
ouglit to be furnished; but the ever pre8ent gnind known by
the miame of competition coupled with the strongly grounded
ideti that a contract sliould go to the lowest bidder, will assert
itself an(i interfere with the fairly rational treatment of the
subjeet. BeNdes this, there is a tendiency amounting to a
<leterinination at times to stipulate that the builder of pumiping
engines must provide ail sub-foundations, and foundcations
proper, do excavating, cut inito and replace naisonry, floors,
walls and whatever mnay 1* changed in the course of the in-
stallation of the machinery thereby inflicting upon the maker
of inaehinery a lot of work entirely and comipletely oîtside of
him legitimnate business and occupation. But 1 hold and arn
encomnmîged inin y belief by experience, that the best course
for the huyer to pursue with reference to bis own interest is to
exempt the engine builder frorn ail work and respomîsbility
outsi(le of the machinery itself, leaving himi only that which lie
is prepared to handie, and leave bis mind free f rom the haunt-
ing sliadow of matters foreign to his business, anti which he
cannot meet without a certain element of uncertaintv as to
cost, anud the efiection of which must moslt surely corne back
to the bîîyer in the shape of increased price by reason of
percentages added by the nachinery maker to cover possible
contingencies of which he cannot accurately inform himself
beforehnnd.

In this age and day, when shop practice and managern,--it
has been brought to a state of perfection which brings the price
of a high clagg economîcal pumping engine down to a point

justifving the use of a very high economy, a much better
engine can be installed than most people would huy a few years
ago. An engine in which is cornbined simplicity, high efficiency,
and great durability and compactness-in fact a bigh type
of engine is now used in the comparatively smaller capacitiesl
whichi not long i~ go were left to the field of Iow economy and low
interest acc-%io!mt.

There was a time when a pronounced contest was waged
betwcen high cost ani high economy on one hand, and Iow cost
and low economy on the other, but now the extremes are
hrougbt nearer together and finally blended into a still higber


