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councillor, an hionour to whlicbl profes.
eional scliolars seldoini attain. He hiad SQ
iany degarees that it was dîfhicult foi- Iiiiii
to keep track of thei ail, and lie liad
beeil decorated by the French, Germanl,
Italian, and Russian governincunts."

A Loss To LITEnRAuîuE.

During, the înontlh two great writers of
strikingly different, character, have passed
ziway. Charles Dudley Warner, the genial
Anierican hiuxourist, wvas a mnx of inuch
more delicate fancy than bis only conipeer,
Mark Twvain. Tuie latter strikes us as
somnetimies farcical. and in hiis exaggcert-
tion absurd ; but \Varnier neyer over-
passed the line of refined and elegant,
badinagre. His books of travel are
amiongst the iinost instructive we hav'e

ra w hile his essays p0S5C5S a grace and
literary chari unsurpassed. It is a, note
of the igbler moral tone of the close of
the century that nieithier of these profes-
sionial hunourists bas written a1 Ele wvhielh
''dyingç, they would wisb to blot." IIow
different froun the coarseness of Fielding
and Smollett, and even of ecclesiasties
likie Swift or R~abelais.

As this year commeiorates the hunii-
drethi anniversary of the birthi of Charles
Goodyear, whiose life and work biave been
snchi a beniediction to mankind, we thoughit
it appropriate to gyive a, ie'sititt of llis -re-
inarkabie story. As botli this article and
the one on " Early Chîristian Life and Char-
acter " wvere announced for the curreut
volume, the editor feit under obligation
to include thein in its last number,
nithougli it may give a disproportionate
zinount, of contribution from his own pen.

It is alleged that in xnany of our Cana-
diaii cities the returii of piospeiity lias
caused an mncrease of the vice of gain-
bling, tliab the piool-rooiii, buekzet.shops,
and othier ganbling devices are more in
evidence than ev'er. hio ilIoiitrexd a
scarcely veiled iottery exists. In Van-
couver the lThv. E. D. McLaren miakes a
strong appeai luefore the Police Coin-
mittee for interference witbi the gainbling
evii whichi thireatens its weifare. rn1 0
uiniisters' iieetings of oui' cities miti
well appoint cumnuxiittees to investigiate
the condition of this and odher formns of
evil, and seekz tii arouse thie energies and
to strengtbien the hiands of those iii
authority for their suppre.;sion.

ITEMS.

Tie Jcevishi population of Palestine
nunubers 100,000, and is constantly in-
creasing.

The ]3ritishi and Foreign Bible Society
reports that the work of translation is in
progress iii not less thanl 120 buiguages,
a nuniber gireat beyond precedent. Its
724 colporteurs sold last year more thian
1,500,000 copies of the Seriptures.

In Beirut, forty-two years ago, there
%vas one littie day-school for girls, and
anothier for boys, and a few 'Mobianniedani
sebools iii the niosques for teachingir the
boys the Koran. Niow there are not less
than 15,000 children iii the sehiools out of
a population of soinething more than
100,00, and MIolianedan s are sending
not only their boys, but inany of thieir
little girls to schlool, thius ciangring thieir
customns and ideas.

CHRISTM AS.

This is tbe nionth, and tbis the happy niorn,
WTbereini thc Son of Heaven's eter-nal King,

0f wedcled Maid anI Virgin Mother bomu,

FOuir gr-eat redenuption froni above diii bring;
Fior so the lioly sages once did sing,

That Ho our dcadly forfeit shiould release,
And wvitli Jus Father work us a perpetual, peace.

That gloriotis formn, that lighit insufl'erable,
And that far.beaninig blaze of najesty,

Whierewith Ho wont at Heaven's highi conneil-table
To sit the niidst of Trixual Unity,

He laid aside; and here wvith us to ho,
Iorsook the courts of everlasting day,
And chose withi us a darksonie lbuse of nxortal dlay.
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