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UM OLY-NESI.1-many Islantds, is the generalMnarne given to the cotintless isiands of
the 1,South Seas lying bhetween the Pacifie
coasts of America and the island continent
of Australia.-an expanse of sea seven thou-
sand miles in Iengith l'y five thousand miles
in width. Sonietirnes the name is applied
to that part of (Jceania south of the equator,
the designation Eastern and Western i>ciy-
nesia being given to those portions respect-
ively east and west of the 1 Soth îîarallel of
Longitude. Mr. Inglis prefers the not un-
comnIon nomenclature of MicROYEbsi.&-À1ttie

itilandas-for all the groups north of tht-
equat.or; Mri.tÂNEsiÀ-black islands(froma the
colour of the natives), fer tbcise usouth of
that line and west of iS0ý, and Pe.x.s.
for those in the southern hieinisphere east of'
long. ISO'. According to this las4t division,
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Mficroiicsia embrace.4 the Caroline, the Mar-
shall, the Ladrone, the Gilbert, the Kingeinili
and inany others west of the Sandwich
Islands. .Afdanesiei, includes the Fiji, the
New Ilebrides, Newf Caledonia, the Loyalty
and Solomon groups ; ani Polynesia, the
Society, the llervey, the Ellice, the Samoan
or Savigatore, and Tfhe Tongan, or Friendly
Islands, with otiier snialler groutpa. The
total population of this islandi world, exclu-
sive of New Guinea, la supposed to be about
two millions, composed of mixed races,
Lapeaking many different languages, having
very littie in comnion save the melancholy
feature that they are decaying races, ail of
thein, previoug to the introduction of Chris-
tianity aniongst them, stink into the lowest
depths of degradatior. in which it waB possi-
ble for human beings to exist. The mission-
ary literature of the South Seas is voluniin-
ous. minute, roniantic, ad exceedingly inter
esting. Itabounda;in details of theconditioi
in which the natives were found by the early
missionaries, of their disgusting rites and
prar-tires; it pictures in glowing and graphic
ternis how the goopel fouind an entrance,
andi ultimately aç-hievedl its greatest triwmphs
in these dark abodes of heathenisin, and
draws a striking contrast betwixt the condi-
tion of the people at the beginning of this
century and at the present tinie. *Our ai
in what follows is to give an outline of the
successive stepa which have led to the happy
change.

BÂi.BoA&, the governor of Da-rien, was the


