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pretty little baskets, and wooden watches, and
said, that aiter all, ho believed I was a good
boy.’

Gertrude made no reply, for she was cousidor-
ing how tho ohild’s wish cuuld be accomplished.
They had scarcely food enough to keep themsel-
ves frem starving, and perhaps the old man
would reject her proposal , therefore she did not
givo Aloysius any encouragement, though she
had resolved to attompt, at all events, to gethim
amongst them until the rains were over. She
wrapped her cloak around her, and telling her
brothers sho was forced to go out on business in
apite of tho rain, she bade them remain in the
cottage until her return, and proceeded to the
hus. Dn her way sho entered the church, as
was usual with her, and foand the old man pros-
trated in prayer.”  She left the church when he
did, and ho asked her what bronght her out in
such weather. * 1 camo to seck you,’ she repli-
ed. ¢ Aloysius, will not bo contented without
you ; he wants a Iitthy more of your kind in-
suction, and we are so lonely that your compa-
ay would much cheer us. May I prevail on you
for his sakke?’ Tho old man did not reply, but
continued by her side as she fullowed the path-
Way to her cattage, and they entered together.
The boys shouted with delight and crowded
round the old man, offering him overy little at-
tention they could devise.

dany weeks passed away, and notwithstand-
ing his occasional crosstess and impaticace,
Gertrude and her brothers Joved the old man de-
votedly. She felt that though he was unlovinp!
apparently, yet «hat he had sirong affections, !
and she kaew that he loved God and submiuedi
submissively to his dispensations, and she some-!
times thought he affected this indifforence to- |
wards his fellow creatures. For instance, one:
day when Alphonsus (the youngest) climbed
on his knee, the old man very roughly set him,
down, and said, ¢ why dv you thus plague me?
With tears streaming down his checks, the ch.ld
then answered : ¢ You do not luve mcas 1 love |
you, because you are named Alphonsus, like my |
uncle—{ never saw him but I think he is in hea-
ven, because ho sufiered a great deal and loved |
God.” The old man groaned, aud weeping bite
terly, clasped the child to his arns,

The rains had passed away,whilst the beantifu3
but a6 avtumn was somenimes mild and gentle,
now scattering the Jeaves of the forest far and
wide, as if she sported with them in her anger.
L am going to leave you, snid the old man ; and
though 1 have never loved anything much in this
world, yet why, I know not, I regret to part

with you,

¢ Why should you ever leave us 1’ said Ger-
trude ;’ believe me, that though you are not the
uncle I regret, vet you are the szme to me. Ii
love you because you have taught my bruther;
mauch, becavse you are unhappy, and because|
' and she threw her arms around him—

because you resemble my beloved and lamented !
father. We cannot part with you, and I be-
seech vou to remain and share whatever God
may provide for us.’

The old man gszed steadfastly on her forsome
moments, then, without replying, rashed intolus
Jinle bed-chamber, and they heard him say :
¢ My God ! 1thank Thee, that Thou hast i.eard
my prayer.’ When he returncd to thein hig
face was radiant with joy. ¢ Which would you
love Best, said he 1o Alphonsus, ¢ your uncle
were he to appear before you, or your poor, old,
deformed fricnd 17

The child immediately answered : ¢ T could
hot Jove my uacle more than 1 do you, but |
should love him quite 2s much, for he must be
very much like you.® The old man smiled, and
the child kissing his forchead, cexclaimed :—
+ How T with you were my uncle, for then we
2l should be quite happy.*

¢ Wo will all be hsppy my beloved children,
for [ am your uncle, loving and loved, Gather
round me, and I will tell vou why I have thus
ooncealed myself {rom you. When I was o
young man, I murmured becavee I was deform-
&d. 1thought nobody loved me and I became
ill-tempered and gloomy, shunning society. I
loved your father, for he never taunted me with
1y nfirmity, but ever tricd to soothe and win
me to better fechings.” When he'marricd, and
soon after settled 10 another place, I also went
away to furcign lands. I suffered poverty, sick-
ntas' and des w2 on, 2nd then it was God sent
one 1o visit e, whose charity, angelic niety and
aympathy reconciled me to God and made mo a
wiscr, and [ humbly trust, o better man.  This

was the Cuuntess Rusenbery to whom ] am aleo
indebted for the ncans to repair my fortune, 2nd

t

which I detenmned to sliare wnh my brother,
who had luved me, wher il others laughed at
my deformity. 1 heard only of his poverty and
death, whilst on iny way to this place, and had
arrived at Casile Rosenberg hut the day before
you, dear Gertrudo, came to sell your flowera to
the Countess. 1wasin the church when you
offered your bouquet to the Blessed Virgin 1
was struck by yonr likeness to your mother,
though 1would not disccver mysell unless per-
fectly certain you were my brother’s child, snd
after 1 dud find 5t s0, T resolved 10 seo whether
you would love me as a puoy, old, and deformed
man, whe could not benefit you, rather thanas a
rich uncle, whom you might only tolerate for hus
gold. Pardon me that I have thus tried you, for
to find you all that my heart could desite, is
worth niore than all the gold in the universe.

¢ But did the Countess also kelp to deccive
me? inquired Gertrude ; ¢ if she did 1 shall
consider her as Joubly my benefactress.’

¢ She did, and went away purposely to epable
me 1o follow out my plan. Gud favored my
views, and wo are now united never agam tu
part in this wotld, and by the miercy of Gud to
meet hereafter v eternal felicity, where is glory
without end, unccasing joy in the presence of God
and His angrls—\Y herefore be Thou cver blessed,
O my God 1*

T is impossible to describe the happiaess, the
thaaksgivings of old Advlphus Wernig and his
adopted childien, as they kaelt in prayer around
the little oratory that night, or when, the next

worning. Gertrude offered, at the chureh, amore

beaunutul bouguet o e Mother who sha was

assured, had heard her prayer in the hour of her
istress

‘I'ie Countess Rasenberg returned, and as she
had no relatives, begged Mr. Wernig and his
children to reside wih her, 1o which they joy-
fully consented.

¢ So, alter all, you ouly prended to be a
cross oid man,' sajd Alphonsus; ‘but I was de-
termined to love you ail the same.?

¢ And Ged will bless you,” szid the Countess,
since you loved the old an for His scle.’

Many years passed away hefore the happy and
good old man departed n pesce i the arms of
Ins beloved ones : and nune of that virtuous
family ever saw Bouguct without emotjon, or
tarled to offer one 1o the Blessed Virgin on that
day of the year which hud united thein to their
beloved vnele.

Tyz Cross;
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THE CROSS.

fn entering on a New Year, we wish the
comphmeats of the season o 3ll our readers.
\We hape they have been sausfied with our hum-
ole Jabours duting the year that has pazsed away.
In any case we deems it wive to make new efforts
to secure their patropzze. Our gallant litle
periodical 1s now cominencing its savendh year,
and we venture to presume that at su tender an
age it has given sume remarkuble proofs of pres
cocity and vigour. The public have a right 1o
expect that 118 strengrh and Lower will increave
with 1ts years, and 1t wiil be our daty to see
that they are not disagpmuted. It has already
undergone one or two remarkable changes fyr
the better ; we hups svon te impruve 1t stil)
more, and to render 1t one of the moat agreable
periodicals in British North  America.  Our
plans, when fully matared, will be explained in
due time to our resders. ‘Thelr valuable aid will
be necessary, and we will endeavour 10 sccure
their assistance by deservivg it.  Is it 100 much
to ask our friends tn bestir themselves in this
ard the neighbouring Provinces, and to send us
in new subseribers at the beginning of the new
year? Our outstancing dollars will also be as
welcome as gifis duting these festival uimes. I
we meet with proper encouragement, we are
ready to enlarge the Cross to twice its present
size, and to make it a receplaclz for the best
articlca of the best Periodicals, new Publications,
and Reviews of the day.

We deem this a fiting  occasion to annoance
that in some respects the Cross has entirely
changed hands. ** The gentlemen of the Cross"
are no longer represented by the same individu-
als ; but although the men bo changed, we 1rost
the spirit and the principles will remain. We
may not emalate our predecessors in talent, but
we will strive to imnitate them in genuine Catho-
lic fecling, and truc-hearted sincerity of purpose.
Whatever we _publish will be priated on our own
responsibility.  Should we unintentionatly crr
cither in faith or morals, we will sabmit with
docility to tho correctivn of var excelient clergy,
who, no doubt, whilst they allow tho utmost

lat wde and trecdom of opinton in all deahtful
mapters, will consider it their duty to watch over
tho sacced deposit of Itaith with the most jealous
caro. .

With these sentiments wo bespeak tho favora-

ble indulgence of our friends, and we lift up
again the glorious standard of the Cross with
confidence and coutage. In Aoc signo vincemus!
———me—
MEND-I.CANT MONKS* (1) AND WAN-
DERING €LERICS ()

We published some ume aince frum the Naw
York Freeman's Journal, a solemn protest from
that eminent Prelate Bishop Hughes agamst the
L scandalous impositions practised upon the goud
Catholics of America by itinerant and hypocenti-
cal mendicants in the gatb of religion. We
were driesed to sce a highly respectable Oyder
in the Church sisrepresented on this continent
by persons meriting a castigativn so just, as that
which they then reccived , and we feel bound 1o
re-echo in Nova Scotia the complaints and recla-
mations of New York. This begging trade un-
der falso colours seems now to have been eleva-
ted to the dignity of a system, and it is high
time for the friends of religion to hit up their
vuices against it throughout she length and
breadih of the American Catholic Church. Most
assuredly we canaut afford much even to those
who come from afar with sterling claims upon
our charity, The American Chusch is stillin
jts infancy. It requires a perpetual struggle and
many sacrifices o support even its essential in-
stitetions,  Bishops, Priests and People are
overywhere taxed to their utmost energies, and
this in a coontry like the U. States whete the
Cuthulics are only a tenth of the entire popula-
tion. Ve have often thought that a claitn from
abrsad upon a struggling body like this should
be paramount and pressing indeed to entitle it to
any consideration, and we have met in our iine
with many foreign collectors of good character
and laudable purpose, but the importance of
whose object wa3 as nothing when compared to
the urgent necessities of poor Catholics here —
But of une thing we have no doubt nor never
had ; and that is, that a single peany of Cathe-
lic money should not be given to chatacterless
imposotrs such as thuse alleded 1o in the head-
ing-of this article—persona who wear the sacred
attire of religion without any pretension to it—
who affect to be what they are not—whe pass
off amongst the credulous for priests and monks
—whto flecce the poor, impuse upon the isno-
cent, thock the simple-minded faithful by theic
scandalous lives, and proveke the jeers and
tzunis of the enemies of our holy fanh. No
part of America has escaped frum the predatory
incursions of those self sanctified wolves, or the
astute wiles of those cunning foxes. The goud
people of Halifax, enjoying 2 deserved reputa-
tion for generous and Christian feeling, have
been panticularly piflaged, and we know of

perpetrated, for which we thiok the stocks, the
pillury, or the treadmill would bo but a small
punishment; fur, of all' robberies, “we think the
plunder of the poor in the name of the God of
charny to be one of the most odious and abomi-
nable. Wa will feel it our duty to watch those
characters for the future, and to place our read-
ers on their guard against such * artful dodgers.’
Tndeed we helieve that both clergy and people ir
Halifax are heanily sick of those unwelcome vi-
sitors  In our poor judgment the safest rule to
follow is, to give no countenance whetsoerer o
any stranger, no matler what he may call himself,
whose character is not attested by tho Bishop or
the Clergy. Itis the Bishap’s province and his
duty to examine the credentials of all Ecclesias-
tical strangers, and if the people wish to be pre-
scrved from imposition they have only to fullow
the wise rules made by the Canons of the
Church upon this point.

We will probably return to this subject and
expose more in detail the low anifices of those
unprincipled cheats, the scandats they have
given to those within and without the pale of
the Church, and the dissensions they have often
created in the bosom of the most peaceful con-
gregationa an this Continent.

* Ono of these pretenders being asked some
time ago by a worthy priest in this Provioco,
whether, according to tho rules of his Order, he
spent much time every day in manual labour?
Yo rephed with an arch smile and uptarned
whites, Oh my dear sir, 1 never had much.taste
that way My vocation you sce, is AMental
Prayer and Beceing!!!  Thisman was no mose
of 2 monk thin the whilom Editor of the Guar.
dian, but ho. wore a clumsy imitation of the
drass.

many instances where pious frauds have becnl

We respectfully iuvite our brethren of tha
Americau Catholic Press 10 aid us in chasing

those foul harpies from tho shoses of the Atlage
tic.

P S———
THE DUBLIN REVIE'W.

The Reviow for October has only just now
boen placed on our table. Ofthe nine articles
which it contains, only thres can be strictly
termed Religlous. The Dublin Review ia the
only organ of Catholic priveiples,in that olevated -
dJepartment of periodical literature, throughous
the whalo British Empire. We should, thicres
foro, imagine that its columns were small enough
for the discuasion of Casholic topics without the
ntroduction of such subjpets as ** The last erup
uon of Mount Heckla,” or ** Sanatury Reform,’
or * Erman's Travels in Siberia,’ or ¢* Milnes's
Life of Keats,”” or * Liebig's Philusophy.—
‘F'here is quite space enough in all the other Re-
view’s for the discussion of extraneous matters
such as these, and 1n our only Catholic Review
we have o nght to look for essays on scbjects of
much greater mportance. Religious articles,
diversified it is true, should form ke staple of
cach number ; tho exceptions of another olass
shoeld be few aud far between. We can also
detect a certain degree of sluvenliness creeping
into the pages of the Review, as if the Jazy writ-
ers feel that they had plenty of space at their
cummand and that it martered very linlo how
the materals were arranged, provided the requi-
site quantity of filling swif was furnished.—
Almost the only article which claims gerious at-
tention in the last number iswhat emiled : ** The
Reformation as described by the Retormers,”
being a review of a remarkablo work of Dr.
Dullinger, from which we may givo copious ex-
tracts at a {uture day,

———
PIUS IX.

At [ligh Mass on Sunday 13st, the Bishop-an-
nounced the Pubhc Prayers that were to be
offered up for His Holidess, and. jpvited all the
Faithful to join in this inbute of grateful aund
aflectivnate reverence for Chyist’s . Vicar on
earth. 1lis Lowdship entered into a lengihened
roview of the caustes and consequences of the
late mnelancholy eveuts in taly, and dwelt on the
1mmutable character of the True Church, buffet-
ed as she is by the fury of so many tempests,
and bidding a proud and calm defiance to all the
powers of Earth and Xell. Prayers for the liope
and for the tranquillity of the Universal Church
wore 1o be recited every ddy umil funther direc-
tion, and the Votive Mass pro quacumque necessi-
{ale was to be offered up co Friday in the Cathe-
dral, and in every Church lhroughéul the Diocess
on the first convenient day. He quoted and
illustrated that remarkable saying of St. Am-
brose, Uli Petrus, ibi FEcclesia, and that other
well-knewn expiession, Uli Papa, ili Rora,and
' showed that Pius 1X. if even driven into exile,
banished to the extremities of the earth, and
{ desported of all his temporal possessions, would
still be the revered and ackuowledged Head of
the whole Catholic world, and obeyed with rel-
gious docility by two hundred millions of faith.
ful spintual subjects. W regret that we aro
unable to give an accurato report of the many
interesting topics which were alluded to on this
occasion, 1n reference to the Ilustrions Subjeet
of the Discourse.

——— e
ST. MARY'S- COLLEGR.

The distribution of Premiums to thoss who
were adjudged worthy at the recent Christmas
Examinations tovk place on T'uesday Jast. The
Bishop was present, and handed the yarious pre-
miums 10 the fortunate candidates, with appro-
priate remarks.  Wo will publish next weok the
listof successful competitors. It seems that the
students gave great sausfaciion at those examips-
tions, and' that their progress during tho Jast .
half year has been very gratifying. . St Mary's
College has alrexdy given nearly’ 2 dozen of
Clergymen to the Province, having cducated bo-
sides a Jarge number of students, of whom many
are now cngaged in various profossions.

The following printed cernficate, sigoed by
'the President, was attached 1o each ‘of the Pre-
miums on Tvesday last:

ALUMNO SUO INGENUO
Bexe. pe. Rep. Lirr. MeriTo
Erix

Pavvax FERENTI
Hoc Lavnts Paagytrsa
S. Mariax. Corrzc. Hariraxizvaz
Do Dror-
Quanto Noxas JaNuvarir upccexnix.




