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sack sponge, which hoe was fortunate enouglh to find,
though it is nut ver>' commuiin, and then the two rettîrned
honte %ith thicit treasurc-trove.

lin the afternoon the microscope was got down, and
ith glassos carefullv wip)ed, so that cverytinlg inighit ho
seenl throughi theni wvith the tmost clearnoss.

'l'lie specinien of sack spoîîee whon taken ont was
declared by Archie to rcmind huit of threoa iv>' lcavcs on
a twig, onlly tlîat the leaves werc of a dirty white instead
of green colour, and "'ere actually littde bags, with a
siiil hlîoi at eachi point or angle, and lie 'vas quite dis-
tressed Mien his rather torc one of theui Openi.

l 11) didn't you cîIt it, papa ? " he asked. 'l 1 couild
have lent you nîiy kuiie."

"'l'lie sharpost knife or pair of scissors I could have
liad woul have injured tho delicate texture of these
bags, so that I could flot have shown you tho signs of
life iii them," ans'vercd his father "'hile carefully arrang.
ing the torii edges and bringing a lens of very high power
to bear on themi.

IlNwcoîno and look and tellie o what you sec," hoe
added.

Archie could hardi>' believe his ey*es, and hid con-
sicierable difficuity inil escribing what wvas before inii,
but nt hast ho said-

'I'here are a lot of capital \Y's ail hiiggledy.iggledy-
1 neain things that go thrce ways, soniething Jike the
legs o11 ni>' Manx penny, and at one sido the legs aren't
sa pointed as tlîoy are at tlîey otlier."

"lBravo, Archie !" said papa ; Ilthat's a famous ac-
count. Now I slîalI put on a still higlier nmagnify-
ing powver, anîd you must tell me if youi can sec any.
thung( cisc."

Wlîen Archie took his second pcep, lio flot only
saw tlîat the capital Y's iî:d increased iii sizo, but
that tiîey were surroutided b>' somietîing tlîat lie calied
,ze/, and tlîat there %vero several long tiîreads wiîiciî
reîninded hica of the iaslî of a whip) in lierpetuial nmotion,
as tilougli tlioy were cttaliy whiipping soutie uinseen
particles.

"'I'lose wviips," said papa, <'are tlîc cilia, and by the
continuai lashing or ivaving niovenient, whIen in tlîeir
natural olemient, tlîey propel the water tlîrouglî the cels
of the spongo, and seîîd it out iii streamns front the
niouths whicli are nt the end of ecd angle of the bag
which you conîpared to ant ivy leai."

!' I suppose, thon," said Arduie, meditativoly, Il that
that is whiat shows the sponge to be alive? "

IlExactdy so," said thc pleasod father, witlî a iîand on
the curly liîad, while Archie continuod-

IlWhiat is the stuff like îet ?
"'rhoso are the colis, througli whicii the water is

punîped by tiîe cilia in tlîe saine wvay tiîat our blood
passes thîroughi our veinis," wvas the answer.

IlAnd w~hat are tiîo tlree-legged spiky tlîiîgs ? " asked
the ciîild.

"lTlose arc the spicues-the parts that enable a
sponge to suck up %vater into îts colis and pores."

Papa next laid a siall brandi of another spongo-
Spongia coalifa-wiiich a friend lîad given Iîim, inii n
old watcli.glass full of sea water, and putting it under tlîe
microscope told the little boy to watch it, which ho did
eagerly.

I can sec one iittle rounîd lîolo beautifuliy," lie said,
"and it does send out a lot of wator, and tiny bits of
soînethiîîg iike sand besides. I wonder it doesîî't
get tired, and iîow long it moans to kecp firing away
liko tiîat ?"

Il I onîce %vatclied a sinîiflar oîîo for fuve iiours," replied
papa, Ilaîîd the lttlo torrent rolled on just as rapidiy ail
the time, but duriîîg the sixth hour becaine iess actw~e,
and finally ceased ztitogetlier."

I wislî %ve had soutîe imore spomîges ta look at,"'
said Arduie.

,So do I 1" rejoined iiis father, l'and periiaps 'vo ni:iy
find sonie otiiors, for tliere are mobre tiîaî sîxty différenît
specios ta ho cailectcd, aîîd evcry coast, especially iii
,ho %varnner parts of the globe, lias its own lieculiar
spumiges.",

I slîoîld like ta sec quite a lit.*--. baby sponge," was
Arclîie's îîext observation.

1, don't kîîiov that 1 have ever seemi onîe," said papa
but it can Only. ho ami atoiî.",

I lowv funîiy ! " said Arcio. 'lI slîould tlîiîk sticli
titi)' things couldîî'c sectle ; tiîey rîîust bc wasiied away

IAli " replied luis fatiier, Il tlîey are providcd w~itIî a
nieaius of takiîîg rot, for tlîey are able ta attacli tlim-
selves b>' a kiîud of glue ta the rock, siiell, or wecd tlîoy
ciiouse for their hiabitationu, aîîd wlieî quite establisicd
tiiere tiîey absorb tliir owmî cilia, anîd take to growing
bigger, tiii thcy possess tlîe saineo structure as their
parenits."

"I 1 oider liov lonîg iii> spongo tlîat I 'vaslî ny face
w~itli touk ta growv, and %vhere it camue fromn ? " said tue
hittle loy.

It is a v'ery soit skelctoin," %vas Arcie's next rctiîark.
Iîideed it is," answered papa ; - but soft as it is,

its spicules are aIl coîîîposcd of cither Ilint or lim)e."
"lOh, papa, you are lauglîing at site ! It wvould scratch

11ie if it "cre stoiuy."
I anu not ligliig, dear, but 1 don't tiik 1 cati

niake you undcrstand aîîy miore about spozuges at pro-
sent, as tue subject is a ver), extenisive one, about wviich
>'oî mîay read au soutîe future occasion," said lus father,iso mun away and se0 wlîore your spioîge is iiow, aîîd
wasli a ver>' grubby little face, and luands that 1 cati
oîîiy coîîsider paw~s iii iliir presont dirty conditionî."

At ouîr sj<ccial reqîîe.st, one of our finit scicîitisis lias uidertaiceîî
the< sujkcrviioui of tItis chiniuîg Dep.îrt::îciît. A Quecstioni Box
lins li<'eui opeîsied, anid the Editor lias iîiucli pîcasure ini askiig the
co.operitioiî of p diits throîigl tliis icalis. Addrcss Jetters-
"Naiiira llistory Qîieetio, Box," You.so CANiAînAs, Box ISOG,
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A FAMOUS BOY TRAVELLER.

Mr. Ernîest Morris, %u'lio died in Ainerica recentl>',
wvas quito %'cil kioivn some >'ears ago for luis roîîîarkabbe
traveis as a boy iii South Amierica. Ho wvas kno'viî as
Il to boy traivellor." Whlile yet iii lus teens lie decided
to v'kit the 'viids of tlîe Ainazox basin, aîîd whlen ho re-
turncd wveil iadeîî witlî aIl sorts of nicciy-preserved spec.
iznens illustrating differcnt branchues of natural histiry
and ethnology, his story "'as told in aIl the newspapcrs
as sliowiiug 'vhat a determined aîîd inîtelligent lad could
do. His experioîîce 1,500 Or 2,000 miles up the great
valiey oîîîy wvletted iîis ambition to engage in otiier ad-
ventures iii tuc sa-ie region, aîîd in the course of tintîe
ho made a nuîîîber ai voyages to tlîe Amaizon basin.
Soînetinîes lie w~ould bury himseli for mîonths in tlîe
great forces, îw'iere lie saw nîo whiite people, aîîd livtrd
aioig tlîe savages of tiiose regioîîs, whuo took a liking to
lîim. M<orris kiiew vory w~elI tlîe tasto of moiikey stcwv,
and, like the natives amoîîg vhomn lie wandered, lic muore
thian once appeased his huîîger uvith a nieal of sîîake
mîent, îvhich ho declared ta be îlot au. aIl dîsagreeable.
I-e wvas cvideiitly able to suppress lus imagination, and
could cat witliout a quahîin aîîytling that would appease
his huxîger.
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