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it, aiîd slowly prcssed the encîn>' back. In liall' an hour
the siiots souindcd so far away that the Captain Of the
i)icket conipify %vas sure that no scattcring siiots could
recch his mcii, so lie shoued- " Fill in, men. Sergeant,
cail the roll."

The roll.I'a shuwed iliat, as was usual during niglit
attacks upon pickcets, the cnnmy's bullets liad donc more
damage to trees and bushcs ilian to (lcsh and blond.
Every naine %vas respondcd to until thc sergeant callcd,
"Rickaiby."
'1'îc Nwas nîo respuisc. 'l'lie surgeant inoved a1 littie

to onc side, ansd shouted-"l Jack Rickaby : "
'lhcn tic Captain, who wvas standing near the ser-

geint, excliimcd-" Wh'lîre is that boy'? I)oes any one
know? "

No onc answcercd.
IlGr, on with the roil-ciil," said the Capiain, clasping

bis bands bchind inii, and sauntcring away. T[he re-
iîaining nien answered to thicir mimes, but they did iîot
speak as loud as the others liad done, and as soon as
the company broke ranks there was a gencral intcr-
change of opinion.

I hope hc's mcercly captured," said old Browley,
whosc own boy liad bccn at sclîool with jack.

IIt won*t take long to find ont," said the Captaîn.
"Attention ! I)cploy as skiriniihrs ; forward-march

Go slowly; look over Uhc ground carcfully."
'I'lerc were very ugly thoughits about the eiiemy as

that skirnîish line nioved forward. Soon alter Icaving
tic breastwork one of themi stopped aîîd stoopcd downi
several otiiers were about lîîmi at once, but tic body on
the ground wvas îlot Jack's ; it was that of a woutided
encm>), whu bcgged for w.iter and a surgeon. Some one
gave imii a canteen as the Une movcd on. Another
liait provcd a false alari, caused b>' an overcoat lying on
a log; but a momnt latcr 01(1 Browley's voice ivas heard
from end of Uic linc to the other, and the whole coin-
pany felt solemii at once; for whant Browley said %vas-

Oh ! isn't this awful ? I
'lhle mefi îearest Browley saw tic ld mîan kiei aîîd

place his hands on a figure which they recognized as
that of the littde drummer. Jack, was lying on his brcast,
his arms outspread ; and as the inen drew near they
heard Browley sa>'-

IlCold and stiff ! H-e must have becn killed by one
of the first bhots. Oh, boy's, this is awful ! He was
just the age of my 'F'oin; and 'romn wantcd to enlist, too."

"lRecail thc line," said the Captain. Il Dring hîm to
the rear-crefully."

'I'wo or three xwen handcd their -uns to otiiers, and
stoopc(l to pick up the body, but old Browley said-
"One inai can do it bctter tlîaî more." Then he put
lus arins around thie figure, whiclî hung Iiip as it n'as
risied. fromn the ground. Suddenly tlîe company w~as
startled b>' a single utterance. ht camne froi jack
Rickaby. It %vas pitched very high, and it sounded
thus-

0Ow-wv-w-w.n
"Only woundcd, thank 1-eaven 1 " cxclaimed old

Browley. Il Whcere are you hit, little chap ?"I
I'ni not hit," said jack Rickaby, "lbut I'm squeezed

almost to death. It's real mean to tease a fclloiv just
because lic's slecpy'"

l He doesn't kîîio% wlit's happ)encd," niuttcred J3row-
ley. "He fainted as soon as he was Iiit, like lots of
thern do. I>on't get excited, boy; tell us where it
hurts."

IlMy ribs" screamed jack. -"You're break ing them.
Let go of mu! Il and the supposed corpse wrigglcd and
kickced until it got out of Browley's arms anîd upon its
feet, where it stcod erect, rubbed its eycs, and then in.
dulged in a long yawn.

',otî hatle scotindrel !Il " xclaimced the Captain,
seiz'iîîg thc druinmer by both shoulders, and sliaking
him sotindlv " wh>' didîî't yuîî retire wîitl tlîe rcst of
us ?"'

"Retire ? "drazwlcd jack ;"wlîis ?
- 'lîcn tlîe cncîny adviiced, of course."
'l liat encîn>? I
''l'he oîîly cnemry tiiere is in titis Part of te country.

l.idn't you hiear the liring ?*
lYluiat fîring?"

'l'lie Captaiî nmade an impatint gesture, and ex-
claimed-"I Don't you know enougli to w'ake up îvhcn a
wholc brigade trainples on you?"

"Wat brigade ?"I
Attcentionî, conîpaiy I"roarcd the Captaiîi, abruptly.

'l'lien hc mîarclîed his îuîcî back to the breastwork.
As soon as arms were stackcd and raîuks broken, old

Browlcy seized jack's amni anud saîd-
"lSec hcere, little felluw, iiext time you go to sleep

vhîile you're with thc picket, just be obliging enough
to lie on yoiur side, won't you, and put somnething under
your head for a pillow; instead of sprawling like a dentd
miil 1 want you to underst.:nd that you've nearly
killed u;ze."

"And the rest of us too," rnuttercdl the Captain.
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Il Arnioîg
'The siIver-tasseled poplars the broiw'n becs
Mturmur faiut dreams of suiiner linrrestrie8."

-Lampmen.

T1he winter existence of our insects is one of mnac-
tivity and apparent lîfecssness, a state w'hich cxists also
amiong îiany larger animais, such -as the beir, w~ho re-
tires to bis den during the cold wcatlierand us popularly
rcported to subsist by suckîîug lus paws. 'T'his torpid
state, knowiî as hibernation, enables animaIs to survive
the winter îvhich would offherwise perisli from cold and
lack o! food. Iîusects hibernate, or pass tic wintcr, iii
one or other of tie four stages o! their existence-egg,
larva, pupa, or inago-the stage varying with the differ-
cnt kinds of insccts. Amnong those whichi (Io s0 in the
imago, or perfect formn, arc a few butterfiies, and inany
beetles, bugs, anis, etc. On tlîe first warmn sunny day
after the snowv has goîîe, the air wilI swarm w~ith tiny
forms, which have awakened froiuî thcir sleep of half a
year, and wluich seemn as glad as ourselves to find that
the cold wintcr is ended.

It is nowv tiie for us to start off to flnd our little
fricnds, and to %vatch their curious modes of life. To
understand then proper>' 'e miust have collections to
study, and if these collections are properly made and
carcd for, tlic, wîil always be full of interest to their
makers, and will enable tiieni to give pleasure and in-
struction to their friends -when the winter evenings corne
agaîn.

Our first collections iull be chiefly of beeties, unless
wc go in for atîts, of wliich a greac nany varieties may
nowv be found under stones. As the days become
ivarmer other forms ivili rapidly appear, until they be-


