
TRE SOAROITY 0F BUTOIIER'S STOCK,
A poaiuîlair try Iras IKeli %uurkel nie in the

ra iited staitpes tirait Uie lrcavy aIvauice iii the
price of beef lias been enasei l'y anipiulations
aird n ulonraid lias bicou miade for a g0orha.
usrent îîav*stigatinir. Tl'ie ery of arrti.combino,
alwnys a popular thorire ivitit Uie untlaink-
rng usss lins bein ritisird ira titis eas , anrd
tIre ienct deaiers ire boîng vigorousaay dte-
îiouin1ced]. Of course tire farmîers are trot iii
tisoutcry rigairist tire alleged combine, a.,
.they are rcnpiîig tire betrefit et tire iigh price
for beef cattie. It is thereforo a combine, if
tire expression is l)ermîttcil, wii wr'illb
pojîciar %% itl tIre fariors. At the sainu tirsie,
the cry u! currabine an titas caîse ap)pears4 tu lx-
ptnrely irnagiaaary. Tire tract appoars to bo,
if statisties are correct, tirat thoro lias hecii
arr ciormous sîrinkage in the naimber et live
stock ans the Lniited ý;tates. Titis qhrinkffl
lias bcon goiiîg on for years, until it iras
roaclaed tire point of rîak'ing a scarcity, Ironce
tire laigirer prices. I3radstrcts sayq

Not for soeoa years past wvas tire nuarabor et
beef cattie ira tire United Strates so smaii as on
January 1 titis yoar. Tire raumbèr of slreop
was the srnaiulest for fifteoii yeas3 and value
tire lowest ont record. Hogs wore sînalior in
nuinher thaxa i n any year sinco 1888, aird,
wvitlî the excepîtion of 1891, thre lowest in
values fer tont ycars. Herses, owiaîg to
special circuinstances .such as the inrtro-
duction et trolley cars and bicycles), added te,
tire all-povwerful business dopressien, woe
Iower ira value thaîr ii arry year sinco 1879,
and siarce 1890, four ycars, thcir value liras
falloi 42 par cent. Undor tire circutntances
it is net strange te find tirat tire total value
of farin animais is tire iowcst roported for
fourteon years.

THE TRAJP NUISANCE,
'fie l>urtage la Praiirie Liboral nowsjiaper

liras a tiîrîely article on tire tramp question.
'fic sen.son is now at hand wlren the tramp
nuisance wiil bo hlore ngaixr. Duriirg thre last
fow years lrundrods of tiresse undesirahie
gentry have nmade tîrofr appecaranco iero
annualiy, coming ira tire sumner season
front thre United States. Tire tr'amp slrouid
not ho aliowed te go ahroad in thre land ivitia
irrapunity, anrd tire Liberal as right in callirrg
for sonie means of dealing with this ri*ff-raff
of creation. WVe weuld liko f0 secstome iaw
passed wiren tire provincial legislaturo,
re.asomhies, wiaich witl be specially suited
for riddin- ýthe country of trampjs. 'The
traimp is net oily a nuisance, but he is a
iretiaice tecvery conimiinîity. W\'hiielaziness
is perirnps tire chiot cirairacteristic ef the
tramp, a grcýat maîry et thema are vicious.
They are very low in tîre scale ef miorality,
and will net stop) short et committine amy
crime wlaicir may bo prempted by thoar low
amrd brutish natures. TIrerecord of crime,
frequeurtiy including tîurdor anrd outrage
%spots detcncelesswoweit and chiidren, -which
stands against tho tramp, demands clearly
tirat tîreso iow creatures should ho shivw no
quarter. Ili tho iselated honmes et tire rurral
districts, the tramnp is the terreir et the more
tixmid balnales, who hrave sometiiiies tu ho loft
alerte whlile tIre men are away at -. ork lin the
fiel.ds. A little vigorous treatîrrent would
drive Iiiri front tire country, aird Nt'e would
Jike te, Seo mcaaursses'adoptcd tu, give huali a
1 'warrra" recoptiera thtis season.

PENITENTIARY FARMINU.
~iewaimt air o'iperiarorrtraI tarii tor eaiqtsrn,

Maînitobma. I[ow wotilil it dia tes try anrd
iriduce tire goverrriirent te establish ant experi.
menicatal tarosî ira conîrocticar witil tire
pearIirerrtiary, n hidi is iocatcd ira a va'ry adl-

~'aungees iasîtorafor suacl air iiastitittioi.
irear %il~o~ ~ ,o~wiuiun.a tara in
conraectiuin witir the peniteîrtiary wouil serve
a <douable putipose. Tt wouild arut oaaly atford a

*necans et carryirrg on tire oi'dinry exîreri-
arentai farmi work iii tire interest of tIre
country, but it woulal also afford an opter-
tunity ot esircatiing the trnturtrînata imîrnates
ot tIre poriitentiary ira agricultniral 1) arsuitis.
"o tlîpt %%tien tIroir terai ot serviro larl
oxpired. tirey voamld bc in a position te seek
work as expîert farm lianrîs, or sottie dowri
-4nd become usoful citi'zons. The idea et
carryirlg oir manufaa'traring eitorprisf'i in
confection witir prisons is net goiaorally
regarded with favori as interferaur;, wvaU pri-
vatocenterp)rise, but farmir is8 soolîin tewhich no objection could homade.m A large
and fine farm miglat ca.siiy bc maintained
in connection w'ith the penitentiary, at a
moderato outIay over the ordinary expenses
et that institution, and at tIre sanie tie a
great public _-ood wouid bc accmplisied.

OIVIC OENIET
Tire Winnipeg board et trado will investi-

gato, tire important question et tIre best
naothi of governing the city. Mr.Bflle, wrho
liats liad considerahie exporience iii munricipîal
matters, lias given notice that at thre ncxt
meeting et thre heard ho wtillI meve for the aps-
peintment et a coînmittee te, report oaa tire
best systens et municipal govorfiment fer tire
ci,-y. No more fitting question tiaîr this,
pirhaps could ho talion up by tire board.
Thre mrombers et the board are the largest
preporty owners and tax payers ot
the city, and tire' are directly in-
terested in tire question cf civie goverma-
menrt. Itis motonmly %vise fer the board te
take up tis rîratter, but wro may almost say
it is the duty et tire board te givo soeo at-
ton tien tet-iis very important qurtiozi. Ith.3
te bc hoped the invsosti%,ts;ons of tire board
wiul ten.d te somo desirable rosulte, as regards
tire governmmnt et tire city. Vie prosenit
systeni, as Mlr. Bole expressed it, cans neyer
prove satusfactory. The Commercial fully
agrees with humt in thisassertien. liregovra-
mnat et a city hy an irresponsible counicil cars
noever ho satisfactory. WVhite the eld plan
miay ho made to work fairly satisfactorily in
tire case et small tewns, it wvill nover, n'e foot
sujre, prove entircly desirablos in the caSO of
lairo tewias and cities. WVlat is lackine in
envie goverrnment seois te ho responsibility,
Until wve cair have a systena by *hieh closee
responsibility caua bc fixed ujýon seirre ono or
more personns, we cars nover expeet anything
botter tisant a very Iooso mode et cenductir.g
the business affairs et a city.

flOOTI ANDl SHUES ANDf I1EATHER,
Hides kecp firrm, aird leather and boots aird

shees must advance mre yct te ho oia a parity
with hides. No. 1 buff hides at Chricago, have
rcached 8c per lb. IIides ]lave adyanced
100 per carat, which is double or more tire

advarace ira loatîror so far, s that the latter
corîrmotdty will have te) apprecatu colasider
aîbly y>ot t, lko oni a [air basis ir «fIpiisa
ithU laies 'lir ?itroal Traite 13îIllet as

-Thro advnxrco ;il tho prko cof boots awl
slaoceýs lia'i beceip pretty geîreral aliio,
Monrtrent and Quebe liotiss. 'lie advaia.
upon whiclr actrial blisiiîeff has tra .4pired i
lU 0 po cenat ont taple lines aird 5 per cent ,j
the finer Lyoodl.; but titis is regnrdedlî nrly
thu initial stol) in the tîpward nioveainont. a-
the prices of leathcr have annvcd il; trisas 20
to 50 Ipor cent, whilo Iho price of hiide5 inas
gone 100> per cent aikywn rd, sea that a furti(-
advance ira the prie of bots nid p'hoes i. a
toregone conclusion. The rr mar rovoirit à
in letter continues to hx% a Ieadi g fcat,ro
in the market, a furrher advanico ci Je 1iii11
havang bii sestablished ara ýpani,.h ttle 1
boing now the Iowest price fur No. 2, %%là àlt
20e is tho quotation for No. 1. At tie recerat
sharp appreciation in values, buyers aire
niaturaily timid, but tirey %vill ne doutab loi
to tue the mark whon they arc compelle.1
repienisîr thoir suppli*s."

THE PETROLEU]q "BOUM."
Tho boom in potroleuni lins led to the d is-

covery tirat stocks arc rcrnarkab2y lowi. 1'i
or cloyen ycars ago stocks of crude potrleunsm
avoraged 80,000,000 to 40.000,000 barreis,
fremn which Mime it dccreased steadily toabout
ton and a hait million barrels in 1890. Witlî
Io-.er stocks came a spurt in prices ira that
yéar, which in turn stimulated production,
nrd stocks increascd te about 18,000,àmb
barrels in twe ycars. .Since 189,2 stocks hrave
decreased until tioy woe only somethiig
ovor 2,000,000 barrots according to a late
estimate. This acc.ounts for the preseaat
buigo in potrolouan. It romains to lx- seai
whether the presont advance will brinai about
a largo increase in production. A great ina.
contive will bo given te efforts te incerease pro
duction, and wo wiii ;oon iiow iviat tî'uth
tirero is in tire statemcnts tirat tlae oil torri.
tory as giving out. If a great increase an
production doos flot quickiy follow tic preeat
lîigh prices, it may satelyv lb attrilutu'd.4 tu thas
nability ef tire oit tcrritory to yiclil the
product. ___________

NEW KINfl OF PROTECTION.
A rrew kind of protection is te bd iaaaugu-

rated iii Canada. ?danufacturers aira jru.
ducors in the ca-sterta provinces have coin-
plainod about the low railway rates froia
United States peints, goods boing laaulcd (rosa
distant points in the Unitcd States to cean-
sumnr markots in Canada, ait much lower
rates than were chrarges] for siiiailar Carradiar
products, hniulcd a mauch shorter distance tu
the samo markets. Ties nearnmoes e zarlh'oL
did net prove any maiterial advantzie- to the
home producors. We are now told tiat at
a ineeting et tire rai lway agents, icld at3Mon.
treal recontly, in cenjuniction wita tire naetai
manufacturers, it wus agreed te aidvarace rail-
way rates fron wecsterna and soutticri 1oint
from 15 to 40 pier cent., in order we jreLed
tho Canadian manufacturers frein à ie cons-
petition ef UTnited States goods. Wirat alIh
tIre customs tariff aird railway freigars luth
arrangcd te proteet tie Canadiair rirun.ufactur
or, thre Canadian consumer is surt tu have a
hard tiime ef it.


