
-brilleMIItIA 4

q1uartz mining should lie given a great im-
petus.

The developinent ef the lumbering,
tfshirg and. ceai and general mining indus.
tries ef Britisà Coliiiibla were roe-erred te
atiengthi ia theso coluinns a fow wecks

PORT ARTHUR BOARDOF TRADE.
The Port Arthur board ef trade ap.

pears te lie Èi thoroughly energetic institu-
tion. A suaxmarised report of the late
aunuaul meeting cf this board was pub.
lishcd in tirs last issue of Tjir, Co3mmEn-
ciAL, and a full statenient ef the annuai -
report oi the board lias since reachied tîjis
oilice. Tire Port Arthur board has beeu
in existence abaut thrce years., and the
report presentcd by President Thes.
Marks at the lat meeting was therefoe
the third annual report. Until' vorv i--
cently this board was thes oniy institution
cf the kind ln the vast district ef Algoma,
extending frein the eastern boundary of
Maniteba castward riearly a thousandl

mIles, and comprising the larger portien
of the proçince ef Ontario. Here in
Manitoba -,ve are incliued te thitik ef
Ontario as coinposed ef that portion of
Canada stretching frein about Ottawa
sonthward'te Windsor, but in reality this
is considorably leas than o halt of the
great province cf Ontario. Thes old
settied portion ef Ontarie ia enly about
50Oîniles lonig, xneasuring fron the ncrth-
enat te the extremo south-weatern bound-
ary, whist the new portion iz; ncarly
douhle that distance in îexigth, and pro-
eôrtioaatèlý' lai-ge in breadtlî. The Port
Arthur board ef trade lias been the only
commercial body in this vast region until
very receîîtly. A short time ago a board
was.orgaaized-at PRab..Portage, situateà
near the 'estern boundary of the district
ef Algoma. Sault Ste. Marie is one ef
the meat imjportant places le Algoma,. but
up te theýpieseîît time ne boafd lbas beenv
orgauised there. The Port Arthur board
urges the. Sault Ste. Ma-rie mreechants to
organize a board, ne doubt wvith the ides.
that the ýboards côuld work together te,
tbe advaatage cf the district. On this
peint the prosident in bis address says:

" 9a newdoistnict, sucb as Algomna's, it is
enilýby unitod'ànd concerted action that our,
necessîties anai requircinents xnay be made
Jcnewn, net only te the peopleoef o!der Canada,
but te the respective Govcrnmenta with whemn
ive have te conme la contact It eortainly msst
beh very gratifying te you to, notice the weight
and influence which tlds, Board oircady pas-

ýitusted at tlie bond of the- Canadiair
systeni ef. -nav«igtion on 'thes 'ent li1ttes,

the Port Arthur board bau always taken
a great iatçrest la mattera pcrtaining te
the navigati on et the St. Lawrence sys-
tain. It la therefore net surprisi2g that
the flrst miatter taken up in tîto anîtual
report in tho question of the enlargoment
ef the canais. Tlîe board bas porsistently
u rged the eniargement et the canais, se
that a vessel drawing feurteon feet et
water could pas through front Port Ar-
thur te Montrean. This is a question
which is et as groat interest te M'lantitoba
as to Port Arthiur. The main ndvantnge
front the enlargement ef the canais wvould
be in carrying merchandice front Western
Canada te, and frein the sea-board. It ia
aserted that with the proposed improve-
monts te the canais, wheat could lie car-
ried froni Port Arthur tr, the sea-board at
5 cenîts pjr bushel, includieg ail charges,
and that general merchandice could lie
laid down at Port Arthiur, frein Montreal,
at $1-50 te $3-00 per ton. This would
men a very. great saving te all Western
Canada, and especially te the grain pro.
ducers ef Manitoba and the Territenies.
While discussing the canal question, the
Port Arthur board urges the complote
abolition et ail canal tells, bath upon
Canadian -anci United States shipping
passing througlî the canaIs. The canal
question is one wlîiclî may well interest
beards et trade in Manitoba, as well ms at
lake ports.

Extonded refercace ia made iii the re-
port te Jake shipping, and it is said tlîat
rates were very low last seasen, grain
havin- been carried f£rom Port Arthur
and Duùlutx te King8ton, nt as low as
Si cents per bushel, er about 2ý cents
nett te, the vesseI, for carrying grain
1,000 miles. This would hoe about equai
te $15 pee car load, whereas the C P. R.
grain rate fer about the ane dintance in
$79 20. This, as the report says, is suffi-
dient te show the great ndxýantageocf
water over x-ailway carnage.-

The inecasieg importance cf. ' ort Ar-
thurý.s a shippingp6int la sbowd* in the
report, la 1887 the numuber et arrivais
at the port were .276, and in 1888 the
number increased te 458. This incindes
arrivais of ail kinds et lake craft.

Extended reference la mnade in the re-
Pott te ruinin.- which ia sucb an ini-
portant intereat ia Aigoma. The estabi-
lishmnent of a Sobool et Mines for *.be
district is u%1.-Žd upon tho provincial
governnîent, .atd assistance i la lasaked

,fQr tho establishmxent eà anelting .iid
redhction wvexks, whieh arce said Vo lie a

necessity. The Dominion Government
bas mnade a procedent in bonusing the
pig.iron industry, andi it is claiined that
this is a renson wlîy tho provincial
goverrnicnt should endeavor to develop
the more precious metats ef Aigoma.
1 Rteferring te the lumiier industry ci
Port Arthur, it in complained that freight
rates to, Manitoba psoints aro tee lîigh.
The report says:-

"dis it now stands, tho rate un lumber from
Rat Portae te %Vinnipcg is fiftfeo and a hall
cents par hundreci pendas; fromn Port Arthur
twenty.soven cents. Our shippers, theroforo,
have to compete %vith the Rat Portage dealers,
and are handica pd by a difTerential rate of
cleven ansi a ha?, conta pcr hundred, or from
forty te flfty dollara par car. This Board
ehould malte every effert ta have this condition
of things chianged."

It is neted that almiost every year a
large amount ef valuable timber country
in destroyed by fir-.

The proposai to utilizo a water.power
at Port Arthur is dealt with. It id
clainied that thora la a very va1uable
wnter-power whicli an lie utilized, equal
alniost te the power furnished hy the
Mississippi river at Minneapolis. A
scheme is on foot te utilize this watgr-
power.

The desirability of carrying eut the
construction of the Port Arthur, Duluth
and Western railwvay is strongly urged,
ia the interest cf the developinent of the
miinerai wealth ef the region especially.
Strenueus efforts will be mnade te induce
the Ontario Governinent te aid the enter-
prise. A nunî'ber ef ether inatters are
refcrred to, which are of less general im-
portance. The report, in conclusion,
sdvises that some effort shou3ld ho made
te secure new quartera for the bohrd;
either by leasing or building,,..wheru ýà!
permanent exhibit of the minera), limber
and agriultural preducts of th'e districp.
could ho kept on view.

MORE PROTECTIOM ViA1ITED.
There is war in the teile trade ef

Eastern Canada, between the manufac-
turers and jolibers. The maniufacturera
ef woollen goodq have had a deputation
et, Ottawva, ssking fer an increase in the
duty en woollea goods, in order te further
proteet home manufacturers. They want
the duty increased froin 20 te 25 per cent
ad valorern, and the speciflo dutyv fr-orn
7ý centq te lbsents per pound. tho dry
geods jolibers, who see-that their impbrt
trade would ho injured by a further in-
crease in tho duties, have protestedl
against thes proposais of the6 weollen
goods' manufactôrers. Horne 'clothing
manufacturers wiould aise be soriously
iiiecttd by an ixicroase i the duty upoxi
cloths, and they have also Lad a deputa-
tien at Ottawa, drnianding an increase ini
the duty on clothingq, i proportion te the
proposed increase in the duties upon
eloths, 3hould the latter B3e carried into
offeet.


