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Cities of British Columbia.

Lying on tho extrems wostern verge of Can-
ada, and being tho gatoway of the Dominion
for the commerco of the Orient, and, toa cer-
tain oxtent, to England, hersclf, under the now
conditions introduced by tho Caundian Dacific
railway, the cltles of British Columbia possess
moro than a local or transitory intercst. Es.
pecially do they attract the attention of all
those who are consldering the question of seck-
ing o home in that province, or who have rol-
atives or fricnds afready thore, They ore not
many in number, but for entorp+ise, thrift and
probatle growth, they are not surpassed i the
Dominion.

Tho oldest, the largest, and the most me-
tropolitan, is Victoria, the capital of the
province, lying on the extremo south-eastern
coast of Vancouvor island, facing the Straits of
Fuca and the territory of the United States on
the south and cast. It was naomed in honor of
the Queen, and from the timo the
Hudson’s Bay, Company first cstablished a

trading post there, nearly half a century ago,.

it has been the metropolis and general supply
point of that dutiro region. It first became of
commercial importance in 1858, when thousands
of miners flocked into the country, after the
discovery of gold on Fraser river. From that
time, its history has been one of steady pro-
cress, Populatiod has increased, business has
cxpanded, and values of property have steadily
asconded. The steamer lines of the province
all center in Victoria, whencoe they reach all
the coast ports where sufficient settlemncnts
have been made, and penetrate far into the
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interior by ascending the Fraser river, The
trade of all this oxtended region centers in the
metropolis, and increases annually ¢s the trib.
utary settlements and industries oxpuud. The
business portion of the city is, in the main, well
built of stone and brick, numerous substantial
edifices testifying to tho solid character of its
commercinl enterprises.  The numerous public
buildings are ulso of & superior character some
of them displaying much tasto and archi.
tectural ekill. The Government buildings, on
James Bay, are five in number, and . ¢ con-
structed of red brick, in the Swiss style of
architecture. Thoy arvereached by a substantial
bridge across the bay. The buildings belonging
to the Dominion, comprising the custom house,
postoflice and marine hospital, are solid, service-
able structures. The school buildings and
churches are also attractive edifices, ‘The pub.
lic school, which is under the general super-
vision of a Loard of trustees, and has an
eflicient corps of instructors, occupies a two
story brick bui'ding, commanding a fine view
of tho harbor. 'The school is maintained free
of expense to the parents of children attending.
A high school, where all the advanced grades
aro taught, occupies a large and handsome brick
edifice. The sisterhood of St. Aun have an
excellent institution for the education of girls,
occupying a large and attractive structure in
the southern purlicus of the city. Eleven re-
ligious congregations, representing various de-
nominations, are regularly organized, nearly ali
of thein having good houses of worship. They
are divided as follows: Two Anglican, one
Reformed Episcopalian, two Roman Catholic,
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two Presbyterian, two Methodist, one Baptist,
and one Jowish synagogue. The general air of
neatness, cleanliness and quict tasto. The
vesidences—notably that ot the Lioutcaant.
Governor—-are attractive and often elegant,
both «s regards tho buildiugs and their sur-
roundings. Lawns aro well kept, flowers
abound on cvery side, and shade amd fruit
trees exist in profuslon.  Great building activ.
ity is now beiog displayed, both in the matter
of husiness structures and residences, Build-
ings aro now in process of erection, or in'the
hands of architects, which will cost a total of
8573,800, incuding & new court houne, to cost
§45,000. The variows lotels occupy large,
brick buildings, and afford superior accommo-
dations. An imposing opera house, the largest
and finest on the Pacific coast, north of San
Francisco, was completed three years ago.
The Union club occupies comodious quarters,
and issnoted for its hospitality.

Victoria is well served with newspapers, the
various journals being large, well conducted
and enterprising, furnishing complete local and
telegraphic nows., The Colonist daily and
weekly, is the most complete establishment in
the Northwest. The Standard is a well estab-
lished datly and weekly journal, The
Times, daily and weekly, exhibits enterprise,
neatness and good business ability in its man-
agement,

The city enjoys the fullest mail, telegraph
and telephone facilities, is connected with San
Francisco by a regular line of steamers, and

with Portland by the way of Puget Sound and
the Northern Pacific railroad, and has direct
sommunication with the castern provinces of
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