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HRCRSSITY OF BUSINESS TRAINING.

In tracing back to its origin the causes
of the financial embarrassment, and in
many cases failures which have occurred
throughout not only Manitoba and the
North West, but in old Canada and the
United States as well, there is one im-
portant factor which has been but little
taken into consideration. We refer to
the fact of numerous people rushing into
business wanting the training and experi-
ence necessary to ensure success. Men
camo up here from other provinces whose
attention had never been turned from
mechanical or agricultural pursuits. The
rush of business which they noticed on
their arrival in the country enticed them
away from the paths of labor they had
been wontto tread,and in which ifthey did
not attain to affluence they earned a good
living. They decided to abandou their
former pursuits and go into storekeeping.
Their capital was limited, but still they
had suflicient to pay a certain percentage
down, and could obtain the balance of
goods necessary on credit. They went
into business here or in some outlying
town or village without any practical
knowledge of the goods they intended to
handle, of what profits should be had,
and in many cases without the necessary
knowledge of book keeping. Embarrass-
ment was the consequence and failure
often followed as the inevitable result,
It is & recognized fact that & man cannot
enter into any branch of mechanical in-
dustry and be successful without a prac-
tical education in the particular branch he
intends to follow. The rule works both
ways. What is true of mechanical holds
equally good in mercantile pursuits. It
is but seldom wehear of 2 man who las
spent the best years of his life in mercan-
tale life changing his vocation to that of
an engineer or any other mechanical veou-

_pation. But the reverse is too often the
. case, and to this cause may be attributed
the large number of insolvents that swell
Dun Wiman or Bradstreets list cver,
month. If these experimental merchants
were the only sufferers the damage would
not be so great.  But aside from the di-
rect pecuniary loss to those from whom

x

they obtain goods on credit, the injury to I

old and well established merchants is
great.  The rash and erratic competition
which is created demoralizes business and
thus in the end it frequently happens that
all are worse of than they were in the
heginning. A thovough training is essential
toevery one who sturts a business, no
matter what department it may be in,
ond those who attempt it without the
necessary experience can hardly hope for
success. An exceptional case may mect
with prosperity but it is far from being
the rule.

BRANCH LINES.

Last week we referred to the necessity
that existed for branch lines running from
the main line of the C. P. R. into the sot-
tled districts on either side.  Every day
brings additional evidence of the need
that is felt in this direction.  Farmers
‘n southern Mauitoba have wheat that
can be counted by thousands of bushels
which will never find a market this sca-
son. The cost of hauling it to the nearest
and most available point is suflicient to
almost balance the account and leave but
a small margin on the credit side.  And
this (leaving the real estate boom out of
the question) is one of the chief causes of
the financial embarrassment that exists
to-day. This cannot be denied, and until
it is remedied we cannot hope for a much
better state of affairs.

Were all the grain now lying in farm-
er's bins put on the market, and could

they aflford to deliver it ab paying
rates, the financial aspect would be
changed. The building of branch lines

intn the thickly settled parts of the coun-
try is of infinitely more importance to
Winnipeg and the whole North-west than
the construction of the line across the
Continent.  We want our through con.-
munication with the western seabuard,
but the people of the country should not
have a single eye to that one objective
pont, but look at the same time to theis
own interests.  Branch lines into all the
settled districts are & necessity, and wast

be had.

RAILWAY HATTERS.

The VLenefits of railnay competition
Lutween Winnipeg and castern poiuts are
already buing felt.  The kewn.ivalry that
has sprung up between the Grand Trunk
aud the Canada Pacific cannot but result
in a much more satisfactory state of af-

fairs than has herctofore existed. The
C. P. R. have instituted a series of fast
froight trams to run between Montreal
and here.  The first of these left Mon.
treal on Tuesday, February 20, and ar-
rived bere on Thursday, March 1, being
only nine days on the rond.  This time
was made in the face of & serious delay
owing to an accident to the transfer
steamer at Brockville.  Other regulations
in connection with freighting have also
been made which will prove a great
source of relief to both shipper and con-
signee. In the past there has been
considerable complaint about the charges
for transportation being greater when
payable here than wasexpected. Now
there is appended to circulars regarding
fast freight lines the following nbte: “All
rates inserted on the .face of the bill of
lading, properly indorsed at Montreal,
will be protected here.”

Iitherto the arrangements with other
lines were not in a sufliciently satisfactory
condition to allow of any rate being fille..
in on shipping bills, and very often the
rate chorged was more than the shipper
had been led to expect.  This trouble will
now be at an end, as the agent here will
honur 2ll rates prope mitialed by the
agents at the points from which the goods
are shipped. All overcharges will be
settled promptly, and the consignee will
only be called upon to_pay what appears
on the face of theshipping bill. )

BANKRUPTCY LAW.

The present condition of trade and the
numerous cases of financial embarrassment
that occur, make Lusiness men consider as
to whether sume easier and more equit-
able mode of dealing with the assets of
insolvent estates. The Awmericans acknow-
edged the necessity of some kind f insol-
veut law. Tn Great Britain there has of Jat.
been considerable agitation on this ques
tion. Mr. Chamberlain, the President of
the British Board of Trade, recently ca-
pressed himself very sensibly o the sul-
ject, and the high pusition he holds w
commercial circles renders his remarhs
all the more worthy of consideration. In
dealing with the question of bankruptc)
reforin he said that the main 9l ts to be
keptin view wers in the first place that
dividenus on bankruptey estatesshould be
as large as possible, and that the distr-
bution of assets should be honestly and
satisfactorily conducted, aud, in thesecond




