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TWO PLUCKY JOURNALISTS

Il E pages of listory contain mlsany namsses of imsen
and wounien lu hal bes rfilly sacrificel their

liet> in th. cause of ttl;gioi. In oindern tiies' the

press I.s .. d ler campins, who iave sufferei
lnprA,UmileLntt. iand po.ssibly wold not have hsesuit atei
to cOtirt tle.si ith tiefesic uf lier liberties. The press
of C.tii.aa c.in bu.ast of ianN su., and within the
piast ftw week. two uf lier fullower', JamsI . adil
Rub:t Kssed, pubshtrs of the Colusbiani, New
Westininster, B.C., have been suffering miartyrdom at
tlt :i'sijstm t.f thi . gi.i.tsrlt <f that prn ince.

It sseis that on March :7th ai article appeared
mis the Columbian adverselv crticismng the actions of
the 1-ivate Bills Coiisjttee of the Legislatlure to sucs
an extent as to ble dteied1 hihellous. This was followed
Iv a simumions issused on the 22nsd directmsg the
Kennedy Bros. to appear at tlhe bar of tlie H louse on
the 2th. They pubshisied ais article on the 24thi
explanatory of the prcvious article li wich, wile
tlhey densied miaking any p sonal chaiges agamsslt the
Cossmîittee, or isemnbers thereof, or agamstîi ansy mîsemsuber
of the H-ouse, thev iaintaimed their riglt to c.ritîise
aiv action of the Comnusssttee which they considtled
sisiscal to tIse psI.bbic mliterests. Thev refussed to
:.;pjar before tIse ha'r s.f the H ouse ciannîsinsg that tise
Lcisliture sdi not possess the power of arrest, viths a
view to adjudicate ons a coiplamsut uf conîteipt com-
iitted out of cloors, but were prepared to figlt tise
mîsatter out I tIse courts of coipetent jsrisdictions.

hlie Legislatuire thereuîpon passed an Act on April 7th
entitled - The Legislative Asseiblv Privdieges Act,
1S92," giving tilem eniarged poweis anid a fresh suim-
imons wvas issuetd against :1 ''.ars. Kennîedy. A ctinsg
.pon tIse advice of couînsel these gentlemen kept ont

'>f the wav anid iot s o 'appear to aiswer tlie suiosuit.%
was served by imeans of a telegr.apih. mess.ge, sent tu
tiheir pl..ce of pubhcation. TIev were arrestetd bI tIhe
Sergeant-.at-A.rmss on a w.arrant fur contemîspt at Van-
couver on .\prii 2oth and lodged ais gal. lheis un-
sel .appihed to Mr. Jstise Wailkemsi foi à writ of habras
corpus, whiclh was ref-.etl, and next iornig thiey were
take to Victoria and brougit to the bar of the lionse.
Did thev fall on their knaees -irnd beg for mllercy
Nothing of tise kind. Jamtes Ktnnsîedy read a staSe-
ment clearlv defining thcir position, asserting that the
Act of April 7ti was ultra .ires. tiat It did îlot pre.
sune to be retroactive, tihat proper service of the sisu-
nions was nsot made inasnmnci as it shousld hlave been
personal. that they believed it was thseir dutv as public
journalists to crticise the action of the Comnussîttce, etc.
Thev then withdrew to wait the pleasure of the House
wierespuon Atturney General )a. m% îîsued tiiat tht

bcng gusity uf ucinteràpt ie -uisimitted ut tu thesharg of
the Sergeant-at-Arms till the fullowting day, wien they

shouild again be brouglt to the bar of the House. This
motion was carried a:ter a heated discussion in which
the two journalists were not without supporters. Next
day they were again brought to the bar of .he House
and MIr. Speaker asked if they had any apology to make
to whici Jamîses Kennedy replied in the negative. They
wcre agan remnoed and a motion of the Attokney
General that they lie conunitted to the custody of the
Sergeant.at-Armiss attensding the Legislative Assenbly,
and that 'Mr. Speaker do issue his warrant accordingly,
%%as trred after another heated discussion. The Leg-
islature was prorogued on the 23rd, and the Kennedys
after receiving warn congratulations fromt their friends,
left for New Westminster. where they were cordially
welcomsed by tie citizerns and serenaded. The Attorney
General expressed his intention to subnit the case to the
Suprene Court under the Suprene Court Reference Act
to determnine whetlher the Legislature had power to
commit for contempt.

The case aroused a strong feeling of synpathy
throughout the Provnce for the 'Messrs. Kennedy and
contenpt for the undignified course of the Government.
Tie Victoria Times puts it neatly, as follows, "It
u% ill be a ice state of affairs if the 1iouse has to apolo-
gize ta the Kennedys instead of the Kennedys apologiz-
ng to the Hiouse. It would have been wiser and more

dignfied if a test case had been subnitted before the
Assenibly undertook Io act as it did." When the
uînfavorable result of their application for a writ of habeas
torpus lecaie known one of the Vancouver papers said
that " there was a deep under.current of feeling mani-
feseted on the strects. and had it not been known that the
Kennedys had %oltinarily surrendered there would have
been trouble sure." The Trades and Labor Council of
Victoria passed a resolution "condemniing the action
of the ilouse in the case of the Kennedy Brothers,
ansd e.pressing the opinion that its action interfered with
tIhe liberty of tIhe press, the true and only safeguard of
the peoples liberties." We extend to the Niessrs. Ken-
ned our congratulations upon the plucky stand they
h.ne taken indi the enviable popularity they have
achieved ther iebv.

ulbnc Ga A.t, proprietor of the Montreal Star,
vas miarried recentlv to Miss Annie Beekinan of Han-
ilton, Ont.. formserly of Montreal. Tie ceremony Vas
performied by lev. James Barclav, of St. Paul's Clurch,
and took place in New York.

Tint job printing business in Montreal lias been
comparatively quiet for a long time. The Buriand
Ltitlographic establislment is in process of liquidation,
and will be shortly disposei of, probablv at an enornous
sacrifice, as the plant is a very large one and it is very
Juulbtful if many persons can be found willing to invest
the necessary capital in it to carry it on.


