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CURRENT TRADE CONDITIONS.
ONTARLY

No cfort is heing made to handle
Jumber while storms and Jeep snow cover
the entire province. The snow-fail on
AMonday last compivctely paralysed traftic in
Torento and vwmty, and in the logging
districts operations have heen condudied
with s much dificulty that many firms
hov« v ken thewr men out of the woods
Bu ding  «perations, which have been
guret all winter, are vet at a standstilt
Th-< 1 plainty shown by the talling oft in
the number of permits ssued in Torenta
during the months of Januvary and Feh-
ruary.  There is corsi erable buildingr in
aipht, but little progress will be made
uniil the weather becomes more favorable.
Retail dealers will not place orders tor
lumber so long as consumers cannot build,
The present demand, therefore, s con-
fined largely to factory lumber, for which
there is a modeiate inquiry. Prices
generally exhibit firmness owing to the
fact that there is sure 10 be a <honage in
the tog supply Hemlock i shghtiy
higher, as offers have been made to pur-
chase entire cuts at S11.50 at the mill,
IF r the reasons above stated the move-
meat of pardwoods is bght, but it is ex-
pected that the increased nctivity conse-
quent upon the opening up of spring will
be accompanied by an appreciation in
prices.

QUFBKEC AND NEW BRUNSWICK.

The extraordinary inclemency of the
weather has made it almost impossible to
move lumber and has reduced building
operations almost to the minimum. Prices
of spruce lumber are not as firm as at last
report. Offers received from Boston show
a decline of al.out one dollar per thousand
feet. British trade is also quiet and some-
what depressed.  So tar this season there
has been very little done on contract with
Great Britain. A few French cargoes
have been sold but at prices not as satis-
factory to the seller as those obtamned la«t
year. Notwithstanding these facts, pro-
ducers of spruce pre holding their output
very firmly, and if the log production
should be lighter than is now anticipated,
there may be some improvement in prices
later in the season.

A reliable authority estimates the out-
put of logs in the Miramichi district of
New Rrunswick this vear to be about the
same as last season. It 1y claimed by
some operators that it will be at least 10
per cent. short of last year's oatput, but as
the stock of sawn and round umber
wintering on the Mirarmichi is so per cent.,
or at least 15,000,000 superficia' feetr
greater thar that of the previous winter,
this increase s likely to counteract any
shortage in the log production.

The late snow sterms  with the cold
weather has made the hauling of logs
more difficult than usual.  The increase of
wages this year will amount to 20 per
cent., which must be added to a simular
increase in the years 1go2 and 1903 It
thus plainly evident that the stock of logs
taken out this winter will cost conmderably
more than ever before.

UNITED STATEN,

Veritable winler conditiwons have pre-
valled over much of the United States
and the pine business has been sertously
hampered thereby.  The prevailing dull-
ness has resulted in 4 shpght weakemng ot
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prices, a few timid persons having offered
~tork at lower quotations and thus es-
tabished a precedent for others to follow.
The Southern  Lumber Manufacturers’
Assouation, at a meeting on February
23rd, adopied a new price list which more
nearly corresponds to  current  selling
Ordinary dimensiony are reduced
%1 a thousand, flat grain flooring $1.50 to
$3. und fencing and celing 50 centsto $1,
while prices of heavy joists and timbers
remain unchanged.  In white pine, low
®1ade lJumber 1y wough* after to some ex.
tent and s firm in piice,the higher grades
ceing in less demand and slightly wesker.
Box grades are almost out of the market,
having been bought up by both dealers
and box factories. The heavy call for the
lower grades from manufacturers has
1aken all the scoois offered, they having
been vold in North Tonawanda as high as
$13 during the past week Eastern
dealers say thai they are doing muck: less
buvine « than at the corresponding tlime
last vear, this being attributed solely to
weather conditions.  Two important pur-
chases of white pioe are reported from
Duluth, White, Rider & Frost, of North
Tonawanda, having last week bought
7,000,000 feet of iog run, and Pendennis
White about 12,000,000 feet of similar
stock. Reports from the white pine log-
ging districts state 1hat the input from
Ashland eastward is likly to be less than
was expected, but in the Duluth and
upper Mississippi river districts the intend-
ed amount wiil probably be secured,though
that amount will be about 25 per ceot.
less than last winter. .
Hardwoods have shown more strength
than pine. No weakoess is apparent any-
where, but on the other hand the outlook
bas improved. The lower grades are
ve:y >carce and will be almost unobtain-
able betore the new cut is ready for the
market. White ash, elm and oak con-
tinue tc lead in point of activity, but a}y
kinds are meeting with a very satisfactory
inquiry conside.ing the conditions. M'lple
is perhaps in greater supply than any
other hardwnod, and there is some de-
moralization io the mapla floonng trade.

values,

GREAT BERITAIN.

Rritish buyers of lumber are still pur-
suing a very cautious policy in respect to
new business. Usually a large proportion
of the season's requirements has been con-
tsacted for by the end of February, but
this year very little stock has been ar-
ranged for ana there does not seem to be
much disposition to place contracts even
now. The trade of the country is mod-
erately good, although as in Canada un-
fa.orable weather has rendered building
operations difficult and the comparative
tightness of money and the caution of io-
vestor . combine to make the amangement
of finance a task by no means easy for the
speculative contractor. There has been
a heavy declinein the deliveries of lumber
from the London docks. Taking the first
seven weeks of this year the falling off is
8,000,000 feet. The volume of business in
the near future will depend upon whether
erther shippers or importers are willing to
make any concessions. It is argued that
the prices asked by shippers are too high
to encourage buying, but on the other
hand the cost of production has been so
great that asking prices cannot be ma-
terially re.uced withoul, wiping out the

not notprofit,

Some busingss in pine deals has been
done, chiefly tor the betler qualities, the
lower grades being difficult to place.
Contracts have also been made for a few
cargoes of New Brunswick spruce on the
basis of £6 s3. to £6 7s. 6d. per standard.
The most (avorable report comes from
Cardiff, where it is said apruce deals are
going rapidly into consumption, the stock
held at that port being exceedingly light.
At the last auction sale at Loadon spruce
deals and battens were weaker, 3xg second
quality brioging £10 10v. and £10 per
standard; third quality 3xg, £9 10s; 3x7
second quality battens, £7 153, and third
quality £7 ss.

STOCKS AND PRICES.

Ritchie Bros., of Aylmer, Que., are re-
ported to have purchased 340 square
miles of timber limits near Mattawa,
Ont.

D. R. Fraser & Company are asking for
tenders for the raftingof about 3,000,000 ft.
of logs from the bank of the river up about
50 miles to the mills at Edmonton,
N.W.T.

The Rathbun Company’s four camps in
Haliburton County closed down last week
owing to the excessive depth of snow and
cold weather, which greatly regarded the
workot cutting and hauling the logs. Two
of the camps were located in Gooderham
vicinity and two north of Wilberforce. As
a result of the suspension of operations
oearly a month earlier than usual, the cut
will be much smaller than last year.

We quote as follows from the market
report of Messrs. Clairmonte, Man & Co.,
of Barbadoes : ‘‘There has been noarrival
with lumber during the fortnight. Our
market 13 well stocked with white pine and
spruce, but priceshave been fairly maio-
tained. Tiwe last sa.e of white pine for a
cargo on the spot was at $25 per thousand
for merchantable and $20 for second quai-
ity; spruce, $21.17 for merchantable and
$17.17 for second quality. Last sales of
Gaspe Long Cedsr shingles wereat $6.01;
Cedar Laying, $3.05 to $2.073%."

Co. cerning  white cedar products at
Buffalo the American Lumberman says:
There isa good demand for all cuts of
white cedar, unless it be for shingles,
which are rather undersold by Pacific
coast products. The supply is oot large.
Saies of shingles at low prices are noted,
but a jobber gives the following figures:
Extra *A°®, $3.90; *A*, $2.65; cedar butts,
$2.30, sound butts, $1.40; culls, $1.10.
Ties, 55 cents for No. 1, 32 to 33 ceats for
No. 2; posts, 8-foot, 15 cents for 3 to 4)§-
inch tops; 18 cents for 4% to 6-inch tops;
20 cents for 6-inch; 22 cents for 7-inch.
Ten-foot lengths, 20 cents for 3-inch tops;
22 cents for 4-inch; 25 cents for §-inch; 30
cents for 6-inch. Twelve-foot lengths, 35
cents for s-inch tops; 38 cents for 6-inch.
It now looks as though the stock of cedar
will be pretty well sold out by the open-
ing of the lakes.

CANADIAN FORKSTRY ASSOCIATION
CONVENTION.

The fikh annual meeting of the Cana-
dian Forestry Association will be eld in
Toronto on the 10th and 11th of March
next, commencing at 10 a.m. The ful.
lowing papers have been promiset
‘' Systems of Admunistration of Timbher
Lands in Canada,” by Aubrey Whue,
Assistant Commussioner of Crown Land.,
Toronto, Ont.; ** Forest Management,” in
John Bertram, Toronto; **The Lauren-
tides National Park,” by W. C. ]. Hail,
Department of Lands, Forests and Fisher.
ies, Quebec, P.Q.; *‘ Forex'—, in Relation
to Inigation,” by J. 5. Dennis, Superin-
tendent of Irrigation of the Canadian Pac:.
fic Railway Company, Calgary, Alberta ,
** Fores' Reproduction in Germaay,” hy
Dr. A Harold Unwin (graduate of ti.e
Roya! Saxonian Forest Acadewy, Thar-
andt, Germany), of the Dominion Foreatry
Branch, Ottawa; *‘‘Our Native Foreut
Tree v and Their Use in Ornamenta!
Planiing,” by F. G. Tedd, Landscape
Archi. :ct, Montreal; ** Farm Forestry,” hy
Professor Hutt, of the Agricultural Col.
lege, Guelph. There will also be an ad-
dress on ‘ Forestry Education " by Prea:.
demt Lbudon, of Toronto University. A
banquet will be held at the King Edward
Hotel on Thursday evening, at which
speeches will be delivered by prominent
public men.

The programme for the meeting is suffi.
ciently attractive to warrant the attend.-
ance of all persons interested in the sub.
ject of forestry, and it is expected that
there will be a full discussion of the many
valuable papers to be presented. Any
lumberman who can make it convenient to
be present will no doubt find the proceed-
ings very interesting and instructive.

The business seasions will be beld in
the Parliament Buildings, Queen’s Park.

The assignment is announced of John
Inksctter, lumber dealer and sa=~-mill
operstor, Dundas, Ont. His liabilities
are said to be fairly large.

MASON, GORDON & CO.
WNOLERALE TiMBER.

Montreal, Quebec
The B.C. Mills, Timber
hna:”m & ills, Tim & Trading
DOUGLAS FIR Timber in any sise or bength suppised
WRITE POR PAETICU" ARS AND QUOTATIONS

TELEGRAPH POLES
WANTED

We buy all lengths. Write
us for prices and you will
see that by cutting your
Cedar into Poles it will net
you more than you can get
out of it in any other way.

J. B. FARWELL & SON

Sucesssere to M™Caffrey & Parwell,
Orillia, Ont. Oswego, N. Y.

BULMER, McLBNNAN & GO.

. Basswood, Birch, Hard Maple, Rock
WANTED . and Soft Elm Lumber

Office and Yard—571 Dorchester Street, MONTREAL, P Q.

Telepbone Male gl

COatrrespendencey Selicite!

KNIGHT BROTHERS CO.
Burk’s Fall, Ont.
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