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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The report that the ex-President Balmaceda of Chili has shuffled off
this mortal coil by shooting himself at the Argentine Legation, Santisgo, on
Saturdsy last, will not be likely 1o cause any regret. According o all
accounts his life was one that could casily be spsred, and L. death will, it s
thought, hasten the restoration of poace in Chili.

We bave rcceived from Appleton & Co., New York, four pamphlets
belonging to the series called Evolution in Scienco and Art, being lectures
and discossions before the Brooklyn Ethical Association. They are respec-
tively entitled ** The Evolution of Chemistry,” by Dr. R. C. Eccles, * The
Evolution of Electric and Magneuc Physics,” by A. E. Kennelly, ¢ The
Evolution of Botony,” by F. J. Wulling, and ** Zoology as related to Evola-
tion,” by J. C. Kueball. As Mr. Herbert Spencer says, * They are admur-
ably adupted.to popularisc evolution views.” The rate at which sach
combinations of thought, paper and print, ate droppiog from the press,
seems 10 be increasing dsy by day. A reaction may be expected witnin a
ceatury, and the poundiog at what we consider an impassable wall, which
our scientists now indulge in, wiil but strengthen the muscles to grapple
with the gate to krowledge which is in another direction ; we can scc no
openiog in the dark corner where most of them now labor.

‘The season of fairs and exhibitions has set in with its usual scverity.
On Wednesday * Cansda’s Internatioral ExLibition™ cpened at St. Joho,
and next weck our owr fair will bo held. We have received an official pro-
gramme Of the former which is well get vp, but we noticed an eirar or
omission in the list of principal fairs and cxtibitions to be held in Cazada
in 7291 that should not be allowedto go uzuncticed. There is o menticn
of the Provincial Exhibiticn of Nova Scclia, and we are of the opinivn that
it is entitled to a place among the ** priccipal ” cvents of that kind. Tak-
nginto consideration the joalousy that is supposed to exist batween St Joha
nd Halifax, it 1ooks as if this were done with malice propense. If so, it
s 8 thing the cempilers of the exhilitiun programme waght to be ashamed
f. Itis a small picce of business, whick we would sccrn to imitate ; we
ould have everyone know that St. Jokn is havisg an exhibition, and pro-
ably 4 very good-onc t6o. It opencd on Wednesday and will continue
til October 314,

|

We often hear Nova Scotians speak of ““going to Canads,” when they
mean the Upper Provinces of the Dominion of which we form a part. We
must not allow ourselves to be insular in our ideas, but should always make
a point of claiming our nationality as Canadian. To be sure, there are
those among us who love this land of Acadie so warmly that it appears dis-
loyal to it to claim the larger home, but the fact remains that we are Cana-
dians, and that we ought certainly to take quite as much pride in it as we
do in the fact that we claim this Province by the sea as the land of our
birth. ‘The pride of country is strong in most of us, and the oft-quoted lines
of Scott—

‘¢ Lives there a man with soul 80 dead

Who never to himsoelf hias said

‘This my own wy native land 1"
can almost be answored in the negative by our people as a whole, The
singers of Canada, from Prof. Roberts, who is conceded to be the foremost,
down to many comporatively unkonown versifiers, have done a great deal
toward producing a Canadian national feeling, but we, at least in this Pro-
vince, seem still to lack the sense of oneness that should govern our speech
snd actions.

The Dartmouth Ferry Comumission has raised the prices of all commutation
tickets, the advance to come into effect on October 18t. This will not.be
relished by the Dartmouthians, who thought over a year ago when they
boycotted the old Ferry Company, that they werc going to get a better ser-
vice withont a corresponding increaso in expense. It appears to us thatthe
greatly increased traflic should make the receipts meet the expenses, but it
seems that this i3 not the case. A few years ago two of the old boats were
able to manage the entire business, Saturday as well as other days, but now
the two large new boats do not more than meet the requiroments, especialiy
of market-day, when the cuuaury people come into towa with their © garden
sass "’ and other wares. It is greatly to be regretted for the town’s sake that
the Commission finds it necessary to increase the price of commutation
tickets. It will inevitably have the effect of driving people away from the
slace. A yourg man on a moderate salary will ind 85.50 a quarter tho much
to pay for the privilege of crossing in the ferry, and uoless the inducement
to live in Dartmouth be very great, will sconer or later come to this side to
reside.  Eleven dollars a quarter for 2 man and wife and five unmarried
children, being minors, is also a charge that will be much felt. We are
inclined to favor the establishment of a free ferry, justas some places are
provided with free bridges. Until this is done it 1s probable that the ques-
tion will continue voxed.

Some of the English medical journals have bzea discussing the subject
of the usce of music 23 medicine, and scveral instances in which it has
prov=a efficacious have been brought out. That the idea is not new we
feel sure, for Mrs. Browning in one of her “ Sonnets from the Yortuguese
speaks of * Antidotes of medicated music answering for mankind's forloraest
uros, thru poue from thence into these cars;” although in all probability
these “ forlorpest uses ™ were not physical but psychicalin their nature, still
here wo have the suggestion, and do not know how old it may be, for the
Po. guese writer of the sonnet is unknown to us.  So far as we can leamm
from the examples cited, music as medicioe has been. employed with
marked success in cases of sleeplossness. A story told by the late Dzan
Ramsey in his®* Reminiscences of Scottish Life and Character " is recounted
in connection witk: the subject under discussion A cartsin country laird
was taken ill with some sffection which produced mairked sleeplessness.
All sorts of remedies for the insomaia were tricd, butin vain. Thoe laird
had a son who was what i¢ called in Scotland “ daft,” thut is, he was some-
what weak in thc upper story. When tho other members of the laird’s
family were in a state bordering on distraction, the 13ad suddenly burst out,.
“ Feyther ayc sleeps i’ the kitk.” The suggestion of getting a minister to
preach to the sleepless man was acted upon immediately, and with the best
results. Hardly had the tever®ud divine got weil into the sccund head of
his discourse, before the paticnt was suund aslecp and souring like the
drone of a bag-pipe. The pecaliar monotony of tuc preacher’s soice had
acied as an irresistible soporific, which is a pacnomenon not uskuown 10 out
owd country.  There con be no duub. ihat munotonvas reading, ot seothing
fuusi¢, cither vocal ot instrumental, has ine effect of induciug sleepraess, bat
sisce the time when lullabies were crooned vver our iniaucsiumbers we have
nut experienced mach of the effect , i fact it would be deqmed highiy 1m-
prupei to gu to sleep in Orphius Halj, for iostance, (oven thouan 1t were
pussible in thoso chsirs) when the Ciub and Ladics® Auxiliaty sing one of
those hush-a bye arraugemeols we are aii 8o fuud of and sv accasiomed to.
It is suggested that therc is a ficld for the musical author in prepanag bedside
music, atd that narses snd young ladies, and cven matrons, wouid bo-tne
better if, in the coursc of their cducation, they had a litic instrucuion 1
music of the sleep-inducing kind: .



