
10 THE ORITXC4,

THE AMBEPL DEMON.
(Ocnd1ilud.)'

IfElse, :iiisery will corne ai ibis as sure as there is a slcy aboya us.
Kail le quite changed front what, lie used ta ho. [t is not fair to hlm."

<Did lie ask you to bc bis champion 1"
SNo.'"

"I though t not. Ile woulcl not thauk you any more thau Olo for your
silly interference. And reniember thie, 1 will not tsLand any Iccî..ring froi
a nobody like you. *ra, la. 1 aii off ont of ibis lugubrions place. By the
way, shlali 1 tend you informatîion the siêxt timue 1 iniend ta have a tender
meeting withi-Karl ? You miglit likec ta ivitners it."l

As suie went off lier xnockig laughitcr came back tu fli cauid fic. girl
whoo had once more tbrown hcrself do'vn on tic mound af earth that was
lier mother's grave.

She did not know ihat 1-l*se was speaking out of were bravado.
"1 have donc nu gouda only mnade it warse," she rnoantd.
Ah 1 Oie, what wiii the future liold for youl Wiiat will yau du when

you fiud out the truc nature ai the womau you worship ? I-I would have
died for you and 1 cannai save you pain."

lier head sank upon ber arms as the bot tears wellcd up la lier eyes and
alowly fell over.

She remained there ilient for some tinie alone wiih the grief that sivelled
bier !icart ricarly ta bursting.

Overbead the seabirds flew shrieking along the dunes, the vind was
rising and moaned and wvailed eurily, lashing the sait spray ni> fromi the sea
like down, as it rollcd along over thie beachi with a lioarsic mrnur.

Out in the bay the fleet ai boats was slowly returning laden wiili the
rich sphils of the day.

And from the tortured fioul af the lonely girl, ilitre in the ncglected
churcliyard, went up a wal af despair, IlWby %vas I bora 1 there is; no bap.
piness in ibis world for me. Oh 1 moilier, tako me to you."

But iliere was no answer ta bier frenzied appeal. Only tht %viud sigbed
thraugli tht rank grasses on the deserted graves, and the birds overhead
wbeeled and circled, uttering mournful cries that scemed ini unison with lier
sad tboughts.

As she raised lier tear-wet face hier eyes cauglit siglit of the re'utning
boats, among the occupants of wbich was the mian she loved with the whole
force ai hier simple soni.

IlOIc,. wy love," she whispered brokenly, afraid lest the wind miglit
wraft the wordsta obis cars, Ilmay you bc happy in your fnture luf c, but 1
lear, I (car."

And it semed zu lier as si lengih lic u uved slowly away, that unuckiDg
laughitr aîîd voicer, grerled bier on every side, and chanted again and again
tht futility ai anythir:g she mnight do or atemrpt for him.

IUscecss, useless," moaned the wind, Ilyou, puny martal, cannai alter
-fate."

CHAPTER V.

Thie s'nall fleet of boats lay affilie great amber-reef securcly ridiîîg au.
anchor on tbegray-grcen water whitc thc divers worked ai their ardnous
calling underneaili.

Each boat had four or five in ai> boird besides ibose who werc work-
ing bclow.

'he air puwps had to bc kept going without a moment's stoppage and
tht supply ai air iwas reguiaîed by a littie diâsl.platc placcd amidships in
ecdl boat. The pumpers fixed thcir gaz( atcadily on this diai, wvatcliing thie
air pressure gaug: and never lctting their eycs ivandcr from lu. whilo the
divers were under waîer, for too mucli air wonld prove ;>a fatal as too litile
ta their companians below.

Occasionally strange looking sca-monsters werc drawn ta the surface and
baulcd iat the boite.

These wcrc the divers wlio came ni> for a shar* rest and ta breathe tht
tipper air bcfore resuming zheir woù- o! dislodging ilie aniber froin tht
masses of atoDe and wecd that cncuunbered the reef.

In ont ai these boats the young mien Kart Malcu and OkI;c rtel
worked apparcntly oui the best oi terms andi as furun fiientis as ilicy had bcen
befre their riva!ry for Elso's hand.

The friendshilp was sitacere on flertel's p>art, bu! a jealous ficat i d
taken possession of saeusoul and ivad coaîinuall y ivbispcring ta hinm:
Il Uere OIe but oui of the way, ilien Lise %vouid opecnly dciarc lier love
for you and bcamie yours in thc sigbt of ail men. It is yoz she loves, not
ibis confiding Cool wlio bcIieves ln her atTction and 'tour friendship."

ach stoien meeting witli Elsc, for, womiau.likc, alter tbat zcne with
j aanna in the churcbyard tho was more determnined than cvcr tai hiave lier
aira iay, a-id ihougli shu had mxade thc resoluion of moi sceing KCarl again,
she contiDually broke it ; cadi etolen meeting but fannedth îb fire of bis
love ia a ficrccr flaine, a more cansuîning passion that thicakanct ta aver-
whelm thenu in its vortex.

Soilimes, so infatuated iras Kar& wilh the syren irbo lield hlma ln lier
toils, lie vould ]et the boats go out ta the reel irvithout hlm, thougli of
course in Ibis way ho luat niany oîîpoutunities ai gsihcring valuable uîicccs
ai amber.

But whl did lic carc for iis il soune af those mnomcnts stolca froui
legiiiae tith cauid be passed in lier prestnce, andi Else mas oniy îoo ready
ta fin the flame of bis passion muîb ber falin smîles andi loai-words, ilia.
wcre far front having the ring ai truc racial, ihouglu the urufortunaie younu*;
mari could not di*ccrn their b.uncsz.

£Ise I>reboa was selfish ta the cote. fiers was but the beantiful casket,
fauir in outwvard seeming, but instead ai enclo3ing a jeivel, holding but a
worthless stoue.

Not satisfied with living secured the hantisomest and now richest of ail
yoîing men ai the village for bondil, she must also keep Kari dauigliDg
aller lier ta the exclusion of tl;e other ruarriageable maideas.

It îîleased lier î,ride and ilittered hier vanity ta know that neither OIc
Bertel nor Kart Mialen %vouid care for or ]avish uheir affection on any other
%waman, no mialter how %vorthy or amiable sho might lie.

She diti not give a thought ta tht luarni or suffering slic mighit inflict
upoui cither or bath ber loyers ; it ratlier gave a zest ta lier amusement ta
ihiuk o! tht storm she cauld raise if slie chose, by infarming lier bettathed
ai tht stolen meectings with Kari, ai bis fuerce love-making, andi the kise.
bts*towed upon bier perfect lips b>' the min Ilertel luonoroti as lii friend.

Once or twice, indeed, sho id.t a vague baar ai the two-edged sword wit li
which site %vas playir.g sa recklessly.

It iras %rben ie demon she liati raiscd ta lufe ln Kati ilen's saul
neail>' overmastered hlm, and bis pent.up fury liroke forth and alunoat
wreaked itself upon bis temptress.

Kari's soul %sas not aIl evil, but EIse diti lier best ta crusît out irliat
gooti remained la il, and-witlî fatal results.

He lîad becut passianate andi seii*wihlled ere lus unliappy love for
Elste dominateti every ailier tluiag, but it lad b:en leit for lier ta tura a
high-spirited mnan ia a morose and furious creatnre with the brand ai
Cain upon bis broir andi the feelings ai the last in bis soul.

amonen like Else Prtfben have much ta ansmer for.
They ronse the demon that is said ta lurk ia every huinan being's nature,

lay waaîe men's lives andi go thraugb liue with a sereuie conviction of baving
dono no wrong, aDi>' amused themaseives a littia. Occasionally, it is truc,
tht evil thîey do recoils on thern, andi Else very nearly iouad this to be the
case.

Ont day, L-nowing that Kari bati gant out that marning ta tht amber-
reef withî the other divers, ahc iras preparing ta leave the cottage, which
noir in lier cyts bort sa nican and sordid an appearance.

"4Are you going out, Else ?" askti joanna, who, out ai pity for the
poor, fledit aid waman, used ta camne every day ta do tht mark that sbe wax
incapable of doing, and thai bier granddaugbter tlatly refusedt ta soit ber
banda by perforrning.

IYcs," the beauty answered, slortly, Dat vcry wil plcased ai being
iaîerrogated by one she looked upon as s0 very ranch bier inferior.

IlMay I came, îaa ?" she asked, cagerly. She hati scen blalca go up
past tht sant il lai only a huItt irbile before, and she feareti lse was going
ta inei hîm. She thouglit if ahe were with lier OIe's betrotheti woulti not
for sbamne's sake allow another man's fierce caressess, andtinl lier loyaiîy ta
the mian she secretly and hoptltssly loved, she would try and keep Else
front larmn. L-uutrly, Malta lad looketi sa fierce and uIld eyed, tbai
joanna lad been living ln fear ai some tragedy occurring. -

lse would never love Ole as shc iovedl blm ; but joanna kntw evea more
lier rival inarried ta another, or dead, flertel moulti never love again. His
affection once givec, mas given for ever.

IlVhen I waut your company 1 wili ask for lu," saiti Etse, rndely, in
responsc to ber appeau. IlDo you îbink 1 care ta bc going witb a1 puny
cresture like yau, whli is alirsys cryingi No, stay bocre andi scrub the pais
aud pans, that is ail yuut are fit for," andi ith a scornful gesture Else turnd
aira> froui the cottage doar.

With a sigli, joanna watchrdtiber. Shc knew boit usr.less it %vould be ta
falloir lier ant r> ta ahake bier resolution.

"lSho is gaing alter Kari," she thanglit sadly, as she sair thc direction
lse took. IlUow eau she play with a goati man's lave in sncb reckless

fash-4cn? .'Sbc huas everything, andi yeu.sle is not satisfueti. Shec ats Milen
on ; well for lier if lie doea nat turn upon lier anc day. She 15 goading hlm
ta xnadaes."

Joanna's (Mars wert not attogeilier unfounded.
Else walked siowly wbile she vras ln view ofîlic but, as though slîc iere

only taking a stiah, but onco she got behiaci the range ai santi-bilîs, and she
knew sbe coulti bc no langer se, she burried lier pace.

Tut wunti ias tatler keen, il blair smill patucles of santi inta ber face,
anti among bier liait, bau. shc diti mot heed it, ht only braugbt a richer color
ta lier chîecks,' a greier iriliance ta bier cyts.

As she roundei ane of .he santi.hihls sIc sair KarI with a braoding
expression ou bis dark, bantisome face.

She gave a litile affecîcti stant of surprise. a'You licre Y' sbc said.
"10f cauraiclarn,"hlc respondeti. "flj Infotmalt foryou here aiwaysl1"
"'Oli 1 Karli" she cantinucti shootiug hicu a giance front lier rnagnificent

cyts that matie aIl bis nerves euivcr. I thiak I must give up moeting
yau."

aWliy " the nionosyllabie feil fierce ant iboarse from luis straineti tbr,)at.
"Tht litile fool joanna suaprcts, sho will tcll OIc."
"Whfaî do I care for fittyjuannas or fiiîy Oies?" hie cricd wrathfully,

44yau ire mine by itue riglit ai our love. 1 wilh not give up -ecing yau
thougli ail thit pumers af Heaven anti earth bade rme do so>."

Il[Karl, dear KCarl, be reasonabie 1" she exclaimeti, that half dcfined feel-
ing of fear coming over hier again au. lis %vihd loolks and tiltl iliter words.
laWhcn 1 ain înarred--"

IlVou neyer shaîl bc-," le bisscd in lier car, Il unleas it is ta mc. Do
yau lcar? I iroulti la>' yc>u a corpse ai my L~et sooner. Whatis1 to pire-
venu. me str.ngling the hice out ai you lucre w.1herc yau stand 1 Ycs," as lis
long, nervous fiagers uwitcbed in a ira> aIe dii ruai like, and muade ber put
up ber hsnds as if ta guard hier white thiru2t (rom tht cluicli aIe almost
imagincti abc fcît alrcady. 'I know that ather tragedy> thit look place
tom.n yeis ago. Ha!h ha!h thlu may bc differ4nt. It wiii bc beforc marl


