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THE RECEND EXLLORATIONS IN THE
LAKE SUPERIOR COUNTRY.

It will bo remembered that orrly n the
summer, the Ontario Government gent out
two parties for the ynupose of exploring a
largo district of country on the north shore
of Lako Superior, respecting which littlo or
nothing wus known. Thoe parties wero
respectively by Mr. Jolin A Fleming and
My, Beatty. Mo Fleming and Lis eompan-
ions started from Miclpicoten ; while My,
Beatty started from Lake Nepigon.  They
moved towards cach other; and after tra-
raversing 2 largo district, crossing numeious
Inkes and rivers, they met at Pic River ; and
having thus completed their work, they re-
turned home arriving in this eity a few days
ago,

‘I'he penple of Ontario will be gind to hear
that, in many respects, tho exploration was of
a highly satisfuctory character, amd estab.
lishes tho fact that the Lake Superior coun.
try is anything hut the barren and inhospit |
able rezion which it has hitherto been gene-t
rally supposed to be.  Of course it wonld be !
unreasonablo to hope for such land and such «
a climato in that far-off district of our Pro-
vince as we have here on the shotes of Lake
Ontario, Yet it is cheering to know that it
is not only good for something, but that it
is capabloof supporting a very large number
of people, so s0on as better connections than |
we now haye ure cstablished Fotween it and |
this portion of Canada. '

Mr. Beatty, as wo havo said, started from !
Take Nepigon. Fora few miles back from |
from thelake ho found excellent farming:
lands, well wooded, and in every way suit-
able for agricultural purposes.  Along the !
remaindeor of his route, however, ho only met
with good land in patches hero and there, !
along tho banks of tho rivers and shores of
lakes. Thoe country is veiy unoven, except |

at the top of the water shed between Lake!

Superior and the country beyond the divid-
ing line which nature has thero fixed. Oa
that height the land is said to be level,
well-wooded, and in most places fit for farm-

%‘rom Mr. Fleming we have a much more !
favovrable report. llis explorations, we’
should say, as well as those of Mr. Beatty, :
were carried op along a line parailed with
the shoro of Lake Superior, but about fifty or
sixty milesinland. Mr. Fleming started from
Michicoten, and continued his survey oyer
the country from that to the point on Pic-
river at which he joined the other party.
Ie reports that in that region there are
lukes, somo of comsiderablie extent, and a
number of rivers, most of them large enough
to Lo navigable by steamers. 1io foung,
away in the interior large tracts of most ex-
cellent land, and well-wooded *ith spruce,
tamarac, poplar, and cedar. The valleys
of tho rivers aro alsofit for cultivation, Mr.
Fleming says that in many places the land
may not only be called good but exceedingly
rich, and of unusual depth. On the top
of the water-shed—which is about forty-five
miles back from Lako Superior—there aro
the rich, alluvial deposits of centurics, to
all appearances capable of producing such
crops as are grown in the best portions of
Untario. Ho belioves thataway beyond that
point the soil 18 equally good. Once tho
water-shed is reached, an immense plain

stretches out on all sides, and on this plair.

are the rich lands of which Mr. Fleming
speaks. Another good feature of the
country is this—there are no swamps of any
extent. Tho whole territory has a natural
and most oxcellent drainage in th» numer-
ous sireams, both large and small, which

fI1E VULUNTEER REVIEW.

though not heavy, is nbundant, and quito
good enough for fencing purposes and for
fucl)l. The lakes and rivers abound with
fish. ,
Mr. Fleming reports that a railway could
bo mado through the country without much
difficulty. It i< an infinitely better region
in overy respect than that through which
the Into: colonial isnow being made.  Along
the top of the water shed—where the coun-
try is o vast plain—a road could bo madeo

+ ag easily as through any portion of Ontario:

whilo the land is of such excellent quality
that it would sustun a very large population
and thus givea railway o good local traflic.
According to all accounts, this is the routo
for the Dominion Pacitic Railway. The fact
that many of tho streams aro navigable, is
another great point.  Me. Fleming belioves
that, with a comparatively small outlay, un-
broken water communication can bo made
between Lake Superior and James Bay from
thenco into Hudson Bay.

As to tho climato of this recently explored
region, according to the experienco of the
explorers, it is most salubrious and pleasant,.
Records of the temprature were kept from
July 4th down to thomiddle of October, and
the averago was 63. The lowest was 53 and
the highest Tl deg. Nine days out of every
ten the thermometer stood some place in
sixties. .\ more pleasant temperature, and a
more invigorating climate, tho explorers say
could no§ well be imagined.  Of courso the
winters are severe, but they cannot be un.
endurable as the Indians live in their birch
bark all the year round. Messrs. Fleming
and Beatty have prepared a most excellent
map of the country, in which are shown the
lakes, rivers, creeks, &c. They are now
engaged inwritingup their reports, which
will bo printed and liid before parliament
at the carliest possible moment. Altogether
the results of tke exploration are of a highly
satisfactory character. Wo know now that
we have a country beyond Lake Superior
which is good for something, which contains
thousands of acres of rich agricul‘ural lands
acountry which may be, in the not distant
future, opencd up for settlemont; a coun-
try which ie capable of sustaining a large
population ; and a covntry through which a
railway to the far west can bo made. In
giving us all this information about that
hitherw unknown land, the Jovernment
| bave done the people a genuinoe service—s.
 Servico upon which the zgreatest reliance can
: be placed.

TWENTY THOUSAND PRUSSIANS
CRUSHED T DEATIL

Regarding the disasteious affair at the
stono quarries at Jeanmont, and of which
we have received scarcely any particulars,
the following havo been published in some
German papers as authentic ;—7The affuir at
Jeanmont will form in history one of the
most terrible episodes of warfare. Indeed
picture it as you like, it i3 impossible t»
reach the point of horror which it produced
on those who witnessed it, hundreds of
after the affair stood dum and paralysed by
terror, and many shed tears on perceiving
that frigl.tful mountain of corpses. The
first cause of this unheard of drama wero
four Fronch farmers, who thought them-
selves ruined by the Prussians. To take
revenge they offered themselves as guides,
and conducted them to & position which the
Prussians considered as impregnable, and
without the slightest bresentiment of the
fearful ambuscade into which they were
drawn.,. The stone quarries at Jesnmont
forman immense decp oxcavation, whose
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| runs through it in all directions. The limber; {walls fiso up perpondicular to the hoight of

soven or eight stories on seyoral points, on
which the Prussinns took their position, in
oxpectation of having their rear clear and
no fear of attack irom thut quarter. Outof
the four farmers who conducted the Prus
sians in this position, ono decamped to give
notice cf the moans by which tho whole of
them wmight bo destroyed. Theso means
wero infalliblo. ‘L'hese quarries are mainly
worked out towards ono side bv long under-.
ground courses, and especialiy in several
ono over another mines lay hoaped support.
ed by huge pillars.

To this pillar supported {ferrain the far-
mers conducted the Prussians in the middle
of tho night. Informed of all this Bazaine
at the break of day attacked the Prussians
in front, The Prussians fought well and
with that coulidence that they had no fear
of anattack on the rear. In the midst,
however, Canrobert arrived, who had gono
round the quarries and posted his guns op
posite the precipice.  lHis shots were solely
directud against those pillars on which so
to say, the Prussian columns rested. Ono
short hour later and with o terriblo crash
the Prussians wero precipitated into tho
abyss. *If I weroto live 100 years,” the
writer says, ‘‘never should Ilose out of my
ears that terriblo and awful scream ns they
felt the ground give way under their feot.
Picture to yourself 20,000 voices, who yield
ed up onoand all, one and the same awful
scream as they perceived the fiarful fato
before thom. It was like one human voice
—tho lasy, iismal, melancholy call for help—
a fearful farewell whick lasted only a fow
minutes, as inone moment, men, horses and
cannon were hurled like a mixture into tho
abyss, and at the samo timo wero crushed
to death by the gigantic weight upon them
Bazaine at thay moment rushed with such a
fury on the Prussian corps bofore Lim that
even half a regiment of French who could
not master its assault wero precipitated in
theabyes. On beholding this fearful spec-
tacle the French soldiers stood dumb and
horror struck and a great mauny could not
help shedding tears. This accumulation of
bodies, from which human heads and arms,
legs of horses, cannon and broken powder
waggons jutted out, presented aliving moun:
tain, whose neight slowly sinking at last
fitled two-thirds of the abyss, It was quite
out of the question to bury the human
corpses, as it was impossible or too difficult
to get near them or to extract them from
the abyss. A quantity of petroleum was
thrown over the whole lot, with the inten-
tion of setting fire to it, but this notion was
afterwards abandoned. The Prussians after-
wards hired some Belgian workmen, at ten
francs per day, to throwsand over this huge
human mountain, from which, for the fact,
four days after the occurrence, lamentation,
groanings and whimperings were audible.

THE HURRICANE IN THE WEST
INDIES.

————

THE CITY OF MATANZAS NEARIY SUBMERGED-
TWO THOUSAND LIVES 1LOST

On the 6th ult. the barometor fell rapidly
at the same time the wind commenced to
blow, increasing in violenc: until evening,
when the storm increased. It continued to
blow heavily all night. In the morningit
lulled a little, but in the afternoon it broke
forth again with redoubled violence.

On the night of the Tth it blew a perfeet
hurricane, thoughit did not equal the storm
which blew over the island in 1865. The

greatest consternation prevailed amon the



