
one huadred and thirty fivu thuusand strong-and to bc
attacked by thre hundrcd 1 The situation is absurd,
tragicai Surely down on those slopes can corne nothing
but defc.m. Is it thus witlî thc? Mihen thon dost look
down the siopes of thy to-morrows, are they occupied and
filcd with difficulties not inmagisncd, but realP Is thy life a
grim outlook inta struggle ? And hopeless struggle does it
seem ? Is it thy time of difficulty ?

Yet more. To Gideon hand corne an hour dernanding
decision. WVbether fliglit in dishonour, or attack in taith
must be decidcd that nighit. And how great the issues!1
%Vho shali say whiat temptations crowded against the hero's
soul at that great moment ? Aud bas it corne ta thc to
ruake decisions whose autcomes shalh change ail thy years ?
Is it thc supreme decîsion thou art urged ta niake ? Is
there a divine haud upon thee, and a divine voice picading
with thee to decide-to decide for the living Christ ? And
are there temptations ? Is it thy time af decision ?

To Gideon, God spoke oppartunely and with encour-
agement. W'e miay casil>' blunder in our attempts at
encauraging, speaking soi t words when edged words shuuld
be said. WVe may rnisread character and bc ignorant of
circumnstances ; but God is unerring. If it is thy tine of
disappointmeut, or of dffilLulty, or of decision, à is Gads
tirne of encouraging.

A wistful soul wauld learri In what mariner the encour-
aging God will aid. The divine encouragement hath its
mode. How theri wilI Gad deat with one sa circumnstanced
as Gideon ? Does God se the pallor on the brave man's
chcek, and mark the trembling af ihs 1;p %vhen lie bids hlm
to get down to the opposing host ? Witt lie speal, withI
harsbness and contempt ? Wil! 1e chide ? Lîsteti, " If
thou fcar ta go down.' 0 word af tenderness 'Cod hath
undcrstanding, and bynmpatay, and infinite tact. We, ini
our littleness and stupidit>, nighît criticise Gideon iu lus
hesitancy and sbrinking, and charge him ta remember 110w
signally and wonderfully Gad hiad resp.>nded ta his tests
when Hc called him ta this campaign. Wc miglit asl, him
in wouuding toue whjether lie liad forgotten Sa soon th.-
drenclied fleece and the dry, that now he should grow white
at the Word to attack ? If we are in searclh of any wYham
ta criticise and condemn, ]et us but look cach man within
himseif. Our ways witb eacL. ather are flot God's ways with
us. Hearken then ta what God said ta this man in bis
time of varied and severe triai, and Iearn the mode of the
Divine encouragement. IlG. xhou with Phurah (mark,
" 4with Phurah, " Cod doth enter into the detail of things)
tby servant down ta the host." liere is a plain direction,
an autiioritative word. II And thou shalt bear wbat the>
say, and afterwards shall thine hands be strengthiened to go
down unto the hast." Ilere is a clear promise, a pledgcd
Word. This, theu, is Gjd's mode. lie gives ta men Mlis
Word of direction to be abe)ed, and Ilis word of promise
ta be trusted. Ta the mari in distrcss for sin He saith,

IHim that camctb ta 'Mc, 1 will in no wise cast out." To
thc mari in aunquiet of lite lic saith, "Corne unta Me

.and I wilI give ýou test." For thc mani in pcrplexity
af circum.,tances lie bath had it written, Il In ail thy ways
acknuwlt.dge Ilim, and lie sliah d.rcct thy paths." Fur
the mani fainting bcncath lîý hife-1.sad lie bath given the
Word, IlCaur thy burden on tiýc. Lord, lie wil! sustain theec."
Ta the tiaaa 1hoking on amnd bis lite batdsbiips ta the test
that remnaiactb, He saith, "lie that endurctb ta the end
shall be saved." Thus through words af plain direction ta
LeC ubeyed, and tbrough words ai preciaus promise ta bc
delivered, doxb the divine encouragement corne And
G.deun bad bis rcward that night, wlien accompanied by his
scrvant, be stealtbily trad down the hiliside on bis cxpcdi
tion of recan.loitre, wbich was a!âu an expedition ai faith
and in a place af secrc> listcned ta the strong v<oir.e af the
Mfidianite sentry breaking througb the busbcd darkness as
he tald ta bis tellaw without interruption lus curious dream
ai the turnbling cakec ot banlc> bread, and the lcveiled tent.

It is for us alsa ta catch thc message braugbt to Gidcon
tbraugb a (ueman's drcami and its interpretation. 0ur God
is wonderfui in Mis working and strange sarnetimes are the
sources wbence He brings to Mis childrcn caunsel and up-
lit. The drcarn rnay teacb the baiy truths wbich are the
contents of the divine encouragement. Froni it Gideori
wouid learn that Gad was ahcad afI hlm in ms arrange-
ments ai ruvýdencc, pira.>sing with apprebensions the
dreaded toc. And sa is God belote us. There wouid be
heant af strcngth with.n us wcre wc but firrn in faith that
God wis in the morraw and in ail the maraws tilt shall

davn the day wh'ch is cverlasting, and hath no ma)rrcw.
Doth flot aur God go belte us ? And CGideon would gemn
assurance Jhat God was above himi iu the sublimity ot His
purpose. And is not the sky ai God's untaltering purpose
that under which we walk? Itis aur Fa'her's good pleasure
ta give us the kingdom. His purpase is as s'ablc as Miis
tbrone. Our God is suot unnîindtul Is He not abave us?
Ta Gideon would corne the truth tri.. God would bc with
1dm, an invincible strength. Anid if God wcre witb him it
could flot nmatter how many Mfidianites and Amialekites
were against himi And are we flot ta bc brought ofi more
than conquerors ? Is flot aur God witb us ?Gideon's
blood was stirrcd and warmed with the revival in himn oi
tliese great trutbs. the preparing Gad ahead, the purposetul
God above, the powerfui God acconîpanying and indwell-
iîîg. Cari any wotii'er naw that be rcturned with swiftncss,
and zeal, and cheer ta summon lis men ta the cantest
%Yhiclî mnust b2 victory. And shahl not we, baving such a
God, go forwaid inta aur lite witb brave andi ebeerful beart,
confident tîîat thriugh 111m w- shahl pass fram victory unta
victory ? Veriiy, Me is the enicouragi'- God.

THE MINISTERI3 DEBT.
justice flrewer, ai the Supreme Court of the United

States, iii bis suggestions ta thc ministry tram tbe viewpoint
ai a laymiau, thus reters ta a very practicai and significarit
point:

Il It may scern harsb and liard, and yet I must say that
those heautitul words commencing, ' Behold the hutes of
the fi.ld ; they toit not, neither do they spin,' bave rnisled
many a preacher. They have suggested ta hirn, and beeri
a sugeestion influencing bis life, that somexow or other he
us exemîpt trom thc contrai, ai the ardinary laws of business
and that, because hie is as he fanctes the special servant of
the '.%Ist H igb, he may disregard those haws and still escape
the corisequences ai such disregard. White lie may cot
formulate in huis awn mind the process af reasaning, his
argument practica1 ly is this, 'that white confessedly the age
ai miracles has passed, that ai special providenîces still
exists and it is a good equivalent. WVhite the Almigbty may
nat send ravcns ta liring nme food when I arn hungry, white
lie may flot strike the deasi rock ta openi living streams ai
water whien 1 amn thirsty, yct as lie cares for thc liues s0 He
cares for nie, and that as 1 arn cngaged specially ini His
work 1 may trust Hlm ta provide ali that my lite or the lite
af my famuily may, according ta, miy judgement, require.'
But the truth is special providences seldoni camne ta bun
who secks ta trade in theni. They neyer can be depended
upan for the payment c-f debts. X'ou aic not authorized ta
wvrite the Lard's riame as cudorser on any note you give ta
the marn tram whom you bave purcbased your library, or
piano, or horse and buggy. Il you want ta give fui! play ta
the matter ai special providences trust the Lord ta bring
tie thîing you need, and neyer trust Hrni ta furnisti the
money to pay for that wbicb you tbink you nced and there-
fore hiave bouglit. Trust Him ta provide the piano you
thîink yaur daugbtcr's musical education req'aires, rather
thian trust lm ta provide the money ta pay for it after you
bave bouglît it. lie may think tlîat your dclay in putting
)our trust in Ilim presents a case wbicb lie may welI leave
outside the reacli of special providences. It does riat add
ta tVie power of your preacbing ar tii influence which yau,
a; a man, exercise in thc coîîîmunity ta have the grocer or
the butclîcr saying that your bis are harder ta coiîect than
those of the saloon keeper, or the waman wlio keeps a boause
ai cntertainmrit flot for man or beast, but for beasts ofimen.
AXnd even the parient mcmbers of )33ur awn cangregatian,
whîo, ist of thcîîî, are apt ta have something of earth in
tlîeir makc-up, aiten get wearied, unreasoriably thougb it
rnay secn, of waiting for the paymerit ai their bis. I do
îîot meari ta iritimate by these words of asivice that ail
preacluers act in thus way, or even that it is a commori
habit. Stili there i; cnougb ai it ta make it worthy ai
notice.',

FILIAL CONFIDENCE.
B'I' C Il. WETiIcERnE

Il is a very roasonable proposition that Christian
parents sbouid Sa conduct thcrnselves belte their
childreri that the chidren will bave confidence iri them.
This seemns ta bc seîf-eviderit eriough, but as a tact there
are Christian parents wha so liye iri the sight ai their
cbldren that the latter do not bave confidence in tbemn.
Thuey do nat bave confidence in the promises of their
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