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Dr. Robarlson visiced Alsnitou Intesy, and
§a\'o an addross on Home. Missions. On
Mouday morning he called at the office of
Robere Ivonaudes 12sq., M. P.P, who hunded
him n choquo of $500 for tho buildig fund,
Mr. lronsides ia tho Cattle King of Manitoba
engagod m cxportiny cattle to e English
markot. Ho travels extenmvely through
tho country, knows what this Fund is doing
and in this way oxprosecs his appreciation
of its value.

On Christinas Day o festival was held ina
room at the 1.0.0 F. Hall cornor of Yonge
and Colloge strocte Torontwo. The ovension
was o intorest tho pablic in the Forciguors
Homwe Mussion where youths of French,
Italian or tGiorman birth may bo tapght the
Euglish languago and htorature.  The pro-
moters of the Missicn havoe catablished an
Kvening school in the above buildiags five
cvenings n woek and a Sabbath.school at
3pm onthe class roll they find thirty.
six of all ages twho are anxious to leamn
reoding and writiog in which they find
themselves very  deticient. On soch an
necaxinn the festival was quito o surpnizo to
theso strangers from Eutopo and Asia for
umnn{; them arc throe Syrians from the
neighbourhood form Bayrout. A pumber
of vigitars atterded and were pleased to sco
womo useful prizes awarded for proficioncy.
‘T'he programmo commenced by reading the
Senptores in Eughlish after which the pupils
wung varions hymns which they had practiced
befsrehand.  Thereafter Rov, 1, Fenwick
spoko 1 Eughsb: aud exhbibited fags of
various nntions,  Addresses followed given
by the teachers of the school,  An interest-
ing nddreas was given in Italian by Signor
Mambretto who 13 a valuable worker for the
cause of evangelieal religion,  Recitations
wero ulso given by some of the pupila, It
tnay bo stated that the schioolis ed on on
purcly undenotinationul lines. Kind friends
have done much to support our efforts.  Wo
need more funds to supply urgent wants,
L sntnibutions for tlus iutcmtin% work may
be sent to D. Sutherland, bookseller, Yonge
streot, To-onto. —Coyx.

The 4th Avnual mceting of the Saugeen
Presbyterial of tho W.F.M.S., was held in,
Kuox Church Clifford Tuesday Dec, 12th.
The Auxihances and Massion ds, in the
Presbytenial wete noarly all represeated.
Tho Lﬁ:ﬁ' rd ladies did everything that conld
bo desired for Lho comfort of all present. It
was one of tho most succcssful incetings
flnancially sud otherwise, in tho history of
the Sooioty. Thoe total amount contribated
was §623.09 being $94.65 1 advanco of lust
yvear, with abouz%.";s yot to be paid to the
Presbyterinl Tréasurer from two Auxilieries.,
In mfdmou to this JOG3 I of good warm
clothing valued at $564.05 was sent to the
North Weat Indians. This :3 more than
daouble tho amount of clotling sent Jast year.
Three now Auxilurics 2nd one Mission fl\nd
dicd remarkably well tho past vea=. AMrs.
McCrao, of tsuclph, addressod tao after
noon mecting and her carucst words will
long bo remambored by sl who had the
ploasnre of hstemng to her 1o folloring
ofhicers wore cloctod for the ensuing year . —
Mre. Munro, Hamson, Prosident; Mrs,
Auld, Palmerston, 1st. Vice-Premdent; Mrs.
Young, Clifford 2nd. Vice-President 3 Mrs,
\Morrison, Codarvalle, 3rd. Viee President ,
Freasurer, Meso Armstrung, Gorne. Mo
Jammoson, Mount Forest, Recording and
Carresponding Socreiary , Mrs. Barrington,
Mount Foreat, Sourctacy of supplica.  Tho
next Annust Mecting of the Society will be
held ain Palmeraton- ¥, M, Jasuson, Peks
BWITERIAL DICRETARY.

Overlapping in Home Mission
Work.

Sowcthuag was sud in tk> Home Mission
hiep vt to the General Assembly about over
tapping 1n Home Miaon wark, and Pring
1\5 urant spoko strongls agsinat the evil
Froin papess road and addrosses delivered
o\ e Prinapal, from timo te ume, in tho
pasi, his position was well kmown. Dr.
Grant, of Onllia, mado an effootive reply to
the reapected Principal, bat while ono moeta
the Principal’s contentionsin many quarters
in Ontario the reply hes) failed to put in
an appaarance iz over-lapping 1 like
many otbier thiugs wo. e in appearance than
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in fact, at Joest au far na tho Precbytunm .

Church is concerned.  In the Synod of Mas.
itoba aud North-West: Torritorics, for
cxample, aro scventeen citics, towns and
villages whoro tho population waa,:u)ﬁcicntl{

numerous to lead the Dominion Government -

to mako a scparate cnwmnoration in 1891,
Inten of them, the Presbytorian Church
outnumbered any other denomination, and
stood scoond in the othersoven, Thereturns
further showed that in that Synod, in round
vumbers, the Presbyterians, Anglicans and
Methodists, mgf nﬁ\'dg, were 50,000. 48,000,
and 34.000. Tho Presbyteriany nruat conss-
quently be stroug in most of the country.
Sinco admittedly, in thogreat majority of
places thoy were thofirat on the ground, and
tho first also to build, and, since they nover
leave o placs where thoy onve hsd driven o
stake, while work isto Lo done, thoy can
nukn a stout defanceagaiust thesin of over-
lapping. Itis tructhey have gone to posscss
districtswhercothorchurches u{,:hem,
but thoy were nsked by their own peofp!c,
who 12 many cases formed al part of the
popalation, to do so.  That tho Presbyterian
?oost!lllo of the l&'m}t ooﬁ’tributo 80 éx rally
or the support of ordinnaces, and supp)
s0largo annggounz ot the funds for bnilSﬁlg
churehes and missions, is good evidence that
t.h:lpuliey pursued meets with theirapproval ;
and being on tho spot they oughtto be good
judges. Bat if the Church occupics now
fmund, and boilds, and is sooner or later
ollowed by another denomination, is the
Prosbyterian congregation 1o bo disbanded,
and aro wo to leavo the fild? Onomight
et tired repeating the process, for he would
ave (o reckon with Anglicans, Methodists,
Baptists, PlymouthBrethren and others, Bat
what about building two churches or threo
in small villages, where thereate not enough
people to mako one congregation? If there
aro threo churches they aro likeli Presby-
torinn, Anglicanand Mothodist. Tho Angli
cansaro oxclusive, and will not give thoit
churches to denominations. Union churches
have beenbailt at a few points, but experience
has shown that thess como to be controlled
and possessed 8o thattho Prosbyterian poople
find it advisablo in the interest of peade and
the mamntenance of self.respect, to croct
a budding of their own. Bat such villagea
as aro referred 10 aro only the head-quarters
of tho missions, thomissionary supplying the
poople of hisown Charch for twelveor ﬁfwen
miles on ecach sido’of the railway Two
misajonarics at loast wouldbe ncoded i any
casoin such places, andif thoy belong to
different churches, the local support is more
fenorons.  In over thirty of the townsand
villages on the railways cast of the Rockics,
tho byterian congregations are sclf-
mﬁporting, and in & fow years the number
wil bo cly incroased. Tho conditjons
that obtain In a now country differ grontly
fromthose in an old. The small villageof
to-day will bocomo a town five ye rs hanco
mayhap, and early negleet will leave its
unprint for tho futare.  YWhile the relation
of tho denomiuations is such as now cxisty,
tho Church that looka after its own peoplo
_ts that which will sconro the 1espect of its
)ﬁsloplo and most speedily gather strength.
¢ Church might.ask its peoplo to nnite
with other churches tom ily, but they
might refuse, and their fnends 1 the Past,
bocauso attachod to the Church of their
Fathers, might refasd to coatribule to the
Home Mission Fand. Such things have
alroady happencd. 1Is the present stato of
things thon quite satisfactory? No, bat it
® s be improvod by any of the
methods that have so far been suggested.
The Prosbyterian Charch is holding scrvices
to-day at over one hundred and ‘uvoz.g
points wheso no other Trotostant Ch
conducts services, and othor Churches hold
sorviocs whero we havenot doemed it advis-
able, although asked, to begin work When
Prosbyteries and Synod’s Home Mission
Commitiocs control their work and know
the ground, ard whero missionaries whoare
interoeted in savidg the Home Mission Fand
form o largo a propoction of thess conrts,
tho Church may rect assurod that thoro is no
neadiess extention or overlapping. Andan
larking Qoubt wonldboddmnont.byconmi-
ering &e oxtent of the fitld and the modest
“measure of support given the Fand,—T. R,
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N The Home Missiou Fund.
Will you allow wo a fow worda abont tho
nooouii{ of supporting adequately tho
Homo Mlesioll Fund this year “I'ho crop of
1893, in” Western Canads, fell much below
the estimate, and tho price was tha lowest
over rocorded, Tho averago yiold per acre
iu Manitobn, was bolow sixteen bushels and
‘in the Territories lesa still, whila number
one burd sold for forty or oven thirty-five
cents per bushel for o tims Deduot the
cost of threshing, binding twine, maketiny -
ote., and tho farmor’s margin s either wiped
out or ecarcely visible. d to aggravaty
the situation, owing to the scheduling of our -
cattle in Britain, prices fall with a thud.
Almost tho solo industry of the West ia
farming, and when this member of the com-
munity suffers, all the members suffer with
it. Tho-amall- cash value of the -crop las
caunged severe stringency, and when the imn
plemenc meon, merchante and the rest aro
trying to collect delts, tho former must
mt.isfg the creditor who is backed by the
sherif, Howover willing to implement
promises wado to Vresbyterics and mig-
sionorios in apring, very many of our peopls
consequently will find themselves unablo to
do 8o, and wo look fora considerable shrink-
age in tho part of the salary.promised by
o people for 1803, Recent visits to
different parts of the ficld clearly ehow this,
Whero dronght or hail destroys the crop
\the people can do nothing to spoak of, and
!.hng:me,;\ﬁssibﬁ Committen will be called
on tohelp its missionarics iu ruch a crisie
If the state of the Fund its, well, but
if not, irreparable misck ief will bo done.
To-ddy o letter was roceived from a
missionary who has seven children, and he
informed me that he would have to depend
almost altogother on the grant of the Home
Miasion Committee, and £aked whother the
Committeo could not advance him, mow,
what would be coming to him till the ¢od
ot 1894 This of coutss is impossible,
Another wrote saying, that ho was in good
health himself, but that his wifo was ill,
that the poople conld do. nothing for him
1his year, mg that he and hia family were
badly in need of clothing, but unable to
purchase any. Another wrote witbin {wo
woeks, asking whother he counld not be
changed to sorus other ficld, os his people,
though much attached to him, were unable
tu mi’ko euds"meet for thamselves, and could
znot do much to carry his family throngk
the winter. Thesoarebut samplea. Where
men ago unmarried they say nothing, thoy
araquite prepared to sufler with their people
if need be, but where familios are depending
on them it ie quite different.  All these men
arc hopefol. and think next year will right
roany things, but they must be helped in
the present distress. But if, when the
Home Mixslon Committee moot in Mar-h, a
large deficit is staring them® in the face,
bowever willing the commitice may bo and
and howover urgent the case brought beforo
them, they must steel their hoarts against
all appeals for relicf. T {ear that tho hard-
ships of the fronticr missionary are batim-
octly und , and henee tho innde-
uato xappors received by the Homo Mission
%nnd. any onc ask, why ato married

missionaries sent to such places? Oiten
bocaasa, othurs will not go or gtayif thoyare
sent. When the married missionary roaches

Dbis ficld by the belp of the Committes. hio
roalizes that Lin cannof get away, his fanily
pickets him there.  Ho then gocsresolutely
to werk and frequently doos rare service
Yoy anyone suggest retiring from some of
tho ficlds now occupicd} Itcannot and must
t bo done. In Home dision work, the
ytesisn Church should know no such
word _es retreatl  Last-sprng twenty-oxe
now ficlds wero oocupiod, and hepoo the
appropristions for 1893, oust bo conslderably
1n advance ¢ thosoof 1892, to moet ordinary
domands. \Whea the feets are koown the
Church will not fail to reapond, and heaco
this statement isnow make.  The statement
maight be mado longer and stroager, but 1
¢ .
J. Rozzatsox,
53 Church Street, Toronto,

Dec. 2ith, 1593,
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