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2. If' we are searebing for lighit on tuiy particular sultýject, we should search
those parts of tlic Word of God that treat of it. IWe should not go to the Books
*of Moses to Icarti the order of the Christian Churcb, nor te the Book of Ravala-
tions for prccepts respecktitg our wvorldly business ; but takic those portions of the
Word of God whicli Nvere wvritten exp)re.ssly for oui, guidance in each inatter.

3. Nearly connectcd Nvith this i.4 the mile for the iixterpretation of the Oid
Testamnt before adverted te. 'flic Oltl Testament is te o c ild as subordinate
to the New. The Neiw suipplies a kiev to it. Christ teaches us Iimiiseif how to
regard the Ola Testament ; it testiWxcs of lim. The Iaw and the propliets and
the psalins were ail alie in this. " 'l'le testimnony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy." Thie old covenant %vith the .Jews, as the natural elildren of Abrahamn,
foreshiadows the covenant with the truc Ismrac-that is, bis spiritual eidren-
those wbe, being partakers of Ilis faitx, partake of Ilis blessing. With this kcy
-re rcad the prophecies ; net as do fixe Jems, w-be look onily for a naterial kingdom,
Nvith a Messiali reigning literaliy, but a,3 di.qciples of llim whol;e kingdoxn is spi-
ritual. We are tatugbt, too, liow te regard the narratives of tbe Old Testamnent.
Ail these thiing.s', we are told, were written for our iearning, and ni;ny of the
evcats happeaed for examples, te us upon whorn the oe of thc Nvcirld arc, corne.

4. A souind mmnd xviii Judge fairiy. Lt wvill not ieres the Seriptures. It wviIl fot
bang important doctrines upon sbaidowy allusions, and it vmill attend to vvbat the
Apostle Pauel calls the - proportion" of faitix. Lt xviii not turn tbings that hap-
pened for warning inito exaxnpies to bo followed. It will not say,-Because David
eemmiiitted inuurdcr and adultery, bein,, yet a maii after Cod's own heart, a mnan
niay lawfully do the saine tbing now. Neither wili it say,-David bcing called
a mian after God's owil beart, conixxitted nmurder and adultery ; the Cod of the
Scriptuires is therefore one wbo appreves of licentiousness and rnurder. lu
appiying Scripture examnpies it wiii discriminate betwcven cireuxastances. Lt
wviil net bliîn'iy say, because Christ is our example, -e must tberefore go into the
woods axnd faxst forty days; neitber, becauise lio sent his disciples forth two and
two to preacbi throughlthMe country, w~ill àl oldect to a tract d-stributor or a Christian
visitor going aienefitorn bouse Io itouse.

This Spirit wiii preserve us from every fundarnental, and me migit alniost Say,
froni ex-ery uxinor xnistake. Lt is seidom that moen -et mrong from nmere defeet
of undcrstanding. Error is grenerally the fruit of prejudice, or caprice, or pride
,or rasixnesQ, or obstinacy ; in short, of a moral defect, rather than. an intellectual.
Tbere arc, however, corxfessedly, difficuities in the Word cf God, and me must saty
a, word or tire abouit tlitxw, anxd about the best nietlixd of dcaling ýwshl. theni.

1. Some of thein, but oly a feiw, arise froux defeetive translation.
2. Some obseurities arise froin the division into capters and verses. The

meaning sornetimes depends upon wbat gues before or cornes after; but by our
present division (convenient as it isl %r nîany uses) the connection is occasionally
lest, and lieuce tbere arises obscurity.

3. Sonie obseurities arise froni slicht errors cf the press, or cf tbe original teit.
Tliese wiii ereep in, let ever sû mucx came be tak-en. Seme cf the diffleuit places
cf tbe Old Testament, especially those wibere nurnLers are concerned, are ieferable
to tbis cause. Tîxere are sligixt differences betiween different copies cf tbe original,.
as might. be expectcd when copies had to ho taken by hand ; but of these it has
bec, ivcli said that "lail the oinisýçions in the ancient manuscripts put together,


