
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

4. If the " men of war, " lacking faith, had refused to Solomon says 'lThe lot is cast into the lap ; but the whole
shout, the walls of Jericho would flot have fallen. So the disposing thereof is of the Lord." (Prov. 16 --33.) The
weakest and youngest soldier there, with the weakest and Ict was a solemn appeal to God's decision.
enost trembhing voice, could help Io take the city 1(Ver. Ver. 15 .- Burnt with fire : first stoned and then
3, 5.) the body hurried. (Ver. 25.) Everything he had was to t'e

PAITH'SWIS TITUV burned with himn. Sin must bie entirely purged away, fol'.y
wicl<eduess.

Il. TiiE CAUsE RaEsovzil.-Ver. x6.-Early in the
mnorming :not only because in the East affairs are trans.

JUIY 22, I DE A-i~ 's1î. 7 actea earsy, orsore the oay uecomes oppressivcîy hot,~ u
1883. ~ IflLL ILIIILUD AT I. lso-26. also as showing lus alacrity to have this sin removed.
GOLDEN Taxi,.-" Be sure your siri will flnd you Brought Israel by their tribes: in wb.ocever way tte

out "-Numb. 32: 23. ballot was drawn, Judali was taken as the tribe where ,L:e
CENTAL RUTH-Si brngs roule.sir. was.
CENTAL TUTsî.-Sn brngsTroule.Ver. 17.-QI the families of Judah, that of Zarah mas

CoNSECTIoN.-Jsshua tepeated to the people what the, takien : and of the fariily of Zarah, the boosehold of Labdi
Lord commanded him. The cily was; compassed for six wa taken. The circie is narrowiog upon Achan I Still no
days, and seven times on the seventh day ; and, the walls confession.
falliog down, wben the people sbouted, the city was taken Ver. 18 -Man by rnan. Eaeh man-probably a large
and destroyed : Rahab and her father's houseliold only bei ng number-was ballotted or drawn: and Achan was taktn.
saved. The people had been strictly charged to take none Son of Zerab, or Zarah : Zabdi was three or four gen.-r-
of the spoil for thernselves ; but Achan did so. An expe- -ilions from Zecrah, yet called bis "son," meaning descen-
dition was sent against Ai (appareotly without consulting dant. Achats (Ver. 24) is also called " «sou" of Ztrah.
God), and was defeated. Joshua and the eIders, with dust Vr .- ySn:jsu a cigjuiily;hdn
upon their heads, feli t0 the earth before the Lord. Ve.---M So - Joshua was actcin judic il:ly; bd n

NOTES.-Judah, one of the twelve sons of Jacob. Tîse Gd h uiadtu utfigtel n
tribe which bore bis name was thec largest that 'vent out of e conesino h i twsas oeo utnEYt NMI 27)From it Christ came. Babylon- mak cofsino hZi!ID'a loamd fpu~

Egvp. (Nm. ; 2.~ " godly antl ofShinr" m on his oatb.
ish garment; litetally a odyrnte fSha. i
Just as many ladies to.day get dresses from Paris, Sopol Ver. 20, 21.-1 have sinned : be confesses, wben too
in Jericho used 10 gel fine garments from Babylon on the. lae to avoid punishm ent. And h.uw often yel, is it hopeie5à
Eupbrates. The ilabylonians 'vexe famous for the beauty remorse, inýteaJ of time]y penilence ! Babylonish gar.
and ricbness of their embroidered goods. (Ezek. 27: 24-) ment:- a long robe, or stole " from Shinar," in the farî;.er-
This garment mas a large cloak. Shekel : in the early East, Probably of great value, two hundred shekels of sil.
days of Hebrew history ail mnoney 'vent by 'veight or so many ver. I n ingots or pieces, 001 probably in coins : and worth
shekels. Thus Abraham weigbed out 4oo shekels to the 't least $ioo. Gold of fifty shekels: a wedge of gold of
sons of Hetfr for the cave of Nachpelah. (Gen. 23: 16.) A less weight,wortb $40Ô Or$500o(?,) equal ia purchasing pw:r
silver shekel was equal 10 seventy-five cents. Stoning: Ic ten unies as much gold and silvzr now. The lemptation
with stones : the Jews usually punisbed criminaîs in to a covetous roan 'vas great : but the victory of overcontnxg
this way. We bang them ; the Romans crucified tbemil Itwould be eqoally great! Hid ln the Earili : hie shows
Stephen, tbe first Christian martyr, was stoned to death. bis guilt by biding bis booty. It 'as stolen from the Lord;
(Acts 7 : 58 ) for aIl the goid, silver, hrass and iron were consecrated to

1. Tiia CAUSE 0F FAILURE.- -Ver. so.-Wherefore, bis treasury. (Ch. 6 : 19.)

liest thou ? God did nct arswer tli eventide ; and wben . Ver. 22, 23 .- Behold, it was in his tent:. the proof
he did answer, it was in reproof. Joshua bad heen lament- w'va conclusive : the stolen property was brought by use
ing the defeat, instead of trying Ici discover the cause. A messengers wbom Joshua sent.
J.essbn 10 us. Ver. 24 .- Josbua and ail Israei : the nation 'vas in.

Ver. ii.- Israel hath sin ned -. sec the solemoi charge volved in the sin ; and the nation joined iu punisbiog the
by Joshua, (Ch. 6: iS ) The covenant 'vas broken, and criminal. AUl that ha had . bis ili-gotten gain ail came 10

Israel bad been defeated. Stolen and dissembled : an end. Theit and covetousness neyer lonz 'lsucceed !
one sin leads t0 anothcr: h ere, disobedience, theft, deceit. Valley of Achor : valley of Trouble. Achan ineans

\~er 82-Threfre: he aus is00W adek~on. troubler." Hosea prophecies that God 'vili give " the vai-1Ver 12-Threoe: te auose ws pon made korn ley of Achor for a door of hope :" the very vaîley o.They were accursed :aCrewsuo hmfr" trouble " shahl be a patb for the joyful return homeward
their sin, and tbe corse couid flot be removed tilI the sin 'vas from 13abylon.
put away :and god threatens to desert them if they do Ver. 25.-Ail lsrael stonned hirn with stones, and
flot put away the sin from among them. burned îhemn with fire : whether bis sons and daogbîers

Ver. 13.-Sanctify your-selves against to-mnos- perished with bimn is obscure. Some suppose îhey did, as
row : il 'vas 110w eventide, and the proclamation 'vas 10 beicg parties to, the biding and retaining, if flot t0 tbe steal-
be made at once. By ceremonial washings, and by put- ingy of the treasore. Others, that they 'vere brought as spc
îing thpmçéplves into a devout frame of mind, tbey were 10, tators, and as a warning 10 them:. and that the 'vords
prepare for the inquest of the morrow. Why had flot Achan, "'burned tbcm " mean Achan and bis flücks and propcrty.
long before tbis, confessed bis sin ? Perhaps God's delay Kilto suggests that " they were included in tIse doom by
in ans'verizug, and tbis lurtber deîay tli the rnorrow, 'vas ini one of tbose suddcn impulses of indiscriminate popular ven-
order that be migbî repent. Bsut be did flot. Canst flot geance," which Joshua could flot control.
stand before thine enemnies : Israel could flot pre- Vcr. 26.-A great heap of stones : calied in Scotlacd
vail, 'vbile there 'vas sin in the camp. No more cau 've. if " cairnis." XI was a niemoriaî, for the ages tb come, of the
sin is hidden in the beart. bitter end of sin. The Lord turned: the sin bcing no'v

Ver. 14 -Tribes, familles, houseliolds, man by cieansed away from the nation, God took tbem again i050
man: these 'vere, in succession, 10 be indîcted, by lot or bis favour. Those who rashly spcak, about God's"11 severity,"
ballot; but 've know not *te mnanner. The Greeks and fail 10 comprehend, as tbey sbould, the exceeding 1'sinful-
Romans often used pebbles, sheils, or black and white beans. 1ness " of sin !


