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SHORT-HAND REPORTERS.

cases where the evidence has been taken in long-
hand by the judge.

6. Your committee find that where the
system of short-hand reporting in the courts has

been adopted, the advantages of the system may
be thus classified :— :

(1) Tt largely promotes the despatch of
b}fsiness, by lessening the time occupied in the
trial of canses. The Judge is not called upon
to.take more than a mere summary of the
?Vldence for the purposes of his charge to the
J‘}ry, or his own finding, and he is enabled to
Ei.Ve greater attention to the demeanour of the
’Vntnesses, and the substance of their evidence.
lthe witness can tell his story or answer ques-
thI.ls more promptly, and is not interrupted
Wh'lle important parts of his evidence are being
written down in the Judge's notes ; and he is
not, as in Chancery cases, compelled to wait and
h'ear his evidence read over——sometimes ques-
tmm’;d as to its accuracy—before being signed
by him, The experience of learned judges and
counsel in cases where short-hand reporters
have been employed shows that fully one-third
of the. time usually.devoted to the trial of a
Cause is saved by the employment of a short-
hand reparter,
evg;a,)n It ensures an accurate record of the

¢e and proceedings at the trial. In many
cases, owing to the rapidity of human utterance,
allfi the inability to write down rapidly the
evidence in long-hand, or because the learned
Judge may not consider some facts material, an
accurate record of the evidence is not preserved ;
;ﬂd Counsel at the trial have mo means of

Rowing what the Judge’s notes of the evidence
contain until moving in term, after the op-
Portunity of rectifying imperfections has passed
away,

(3-? It avoids disputes as to the statements
of witnesses, and enables a witness to make a
consecutive statement of what he knows, with-
O\It' the danger of losing the thread of his nar-
Tative by waiting for the Judge to write down
:n exlenso his statement of facts ; and it denies

0 an \.mtruthful witness the time he would
Otherwxse.have to reflect upon the answers he
8?10\11(1 give while undergoing cross-examina-
tion,

mﬁtf) ::clarge]y- diminishes the burdens which
and jurorssstl)tv lmpos'ed upon .su1tors, witnesses,
pellod 1o a,t A y;essenmg the time they are com-
saving wit en , court by fully one-third, thus
so0m 8 Witness’ fees, a'ud enabling the parties,

er to return to their ordinary avocations.

(5.) It also largely diminishes the expenses

of the courts and jury-fees by lessening the
duration of the courts.

(6.) In criminal cases it puts the Appellate
Court, or the Executive, in possession of a full
and complete record of the proceedings and
evidence at the trial of the parties in whose be-
half new trials may be moved for, or the pre-
rogative of clemency invoked.

7. Your committee believe, in view of the
facts hereinbefore stated, that the proposed sys-
tem of short-hand reporting will prove a meas-
ure of economy of time and money, as well as a
means of expediting the administration of jus-
tice.

8. Your committee therefore suggest that
the Government be requested to give effect to
these recommendations by establishing a system
of short-hand reporting in connection. with the
courts, and your committee recommend the
following as the basis of the system :

(1.) That a staff of short-hand reporters be
employed to attend with the Judges at each
Court of Assize and Chancery sitting, to take
full reports of the evilence and other proceed-
ings at the trial — except the addresses or
arguments of Counsel.

(2.) That of this staff two short-hand re-
porters be employed to attend at Osgoode Hall
and the Toronto Assizes, to take notes of evi-
dence at trials or vive voce judgments in term,
and special examinations and such other busi-
ness as may, from time to time, be assigned to
them by the Judges.

(3.) That the short-hand reporters be ap-
pointed by the'Law Society, and their duties
regulated by a Committee of Benchers specially
appointed for that purpose, and that they be
subject to such general rules as may, from time
to time, be promulgated by the Courts.

(4.) That the salaries of such short-hand
reporters be fixed at fair and reasonable rates,
and the reporters be allowed a fee of ten cents a
folio where copies of the evidence are demanded
by the parties to the suit, and to be paid tor by
said parties.

(5.) That short-hand reporting be made &
department of legal education, and that prizes
be offered by the Law Society for proficiency in
stenography, with a view of training skilled
Tegal reporters for the future carrying on of the
system. |

9. With reference to the ways and means
of providing for the expenses of the proposed
system, your committee have tc wake the fol-
lowing statements :

(1.) They find from the public accounts of
the province of Ontario that there has been col-
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