
Tnz COURT Olr STAR OJIAMBER.

certain oath. For this ho was, at Ban-
oroft's instigation, imnprisoned by tbe Star
Chamber, and lay in jail till bis death.
Whitelock, a barrister, and afterwards a
judge, having given a private opinion to
a client, that a certain commission issued
by the crowvn was illegal, wvas brougbt be-
fore thîs court for conternpt and slander-
ing the king's prerogative, and wvas only
lot off upon niaking a humble submission.

Such, in general termis, were the consti-
tution and powers of this farnous court ;
and, when we corne to examine its pro-
ceedings in particular cases, we shall find
that they were such as miglit naturally be
expected under a corrupt and despotic
governinent, fron judges acting directly
under the eye of the rnonarcb. But, be-
fore considerinug these, it is proper to say
a few words upon the narne of the court
itself. A great deal bas been *written
upon this subject, and 'writers are, to this
day, divided upon the question. The
more conrnonly received notion bas been,
what is probably true, Lthat it took its
naine from the chaniber in which its ait-
tings were held, tbe ceiling of which, it
is said, was ornamented with stars. Hence
the narne camera .siellata. Blackstone,
however, states that there were no stars
remaining tbere in the tîrnie of Elizabeth.
Others have found the origin of the teri
in the fact that, by a law prior to Edward
I., the contracts of the Jews, called
id tarirs," were deposited in the exchequer
of the king, in Westminster, in chests or
boxes, iu tbe chamber or apartinent in
-whicb this court used to assemble. Othiers
trace it to the Saxon word steran, to steer
or ruie, Il as doth tbe pilot," in the words
of Coke, "lhecause this court doth steer
and govern the sbip of the conumon-
wealtb." Others stili applied the terni
'because tbe chawber was full of windows;
and the kind of crimes, stellianato
which. the court had cognizanee, supplied
to othera the etymology of the niainte.

There is nothing in these speculations
to violats prohabilities or offend good
taste. But the awe witb which. some
writers contemplated this court, aud tbe
base and truckling spirit with wbich. tbey

*treat even of its nains, can bardly be read,
in the ligbt of bistory, witbolit positive
diagust. Hudson, >bf Gray's Inn, m'ho was
a practitioner ini this court, wrote quite
an extended treatise upon its powera and

duties, in the time of James I. In specu-
lating upon its naine, hie reînarks, in Ian-
guage which a school-boy now would
know better than to adopt : "lStars have
no) light but what is cast upon thein from
the suri by reflection, being bis represen-
tative body." "lSo in the presence of bis
great rnajesty, the whicb is the sun of
honior and glory, the sbining of those
stars is put out, they not having any
power to pronounice any sentence in this
court, for the judgnient is the king's only ;
but, by way of advice, they deliver their
opinions, 'which his wisdom alloweth or
disallowth, increaseth or moderatetb, at
bis royal pleasure." And ho gives an in-
stance, by the way of illustration of this,
where the king, Ilduring the dignity of
that court, sat five continuai days in a
chair of state elevated above the table,
about which his lords sat, and after that
long aud patient hearing, and the opinions,
particularly given by bis great counicil,
hie l)ronouiced a sentence more accurately
eloquent, judiciously grave, and honorably
just, to the satisfoction of a]l hearers and
ail the lovers of justice, than ail the re-
cords extant in this kingdoni can declare
to have heen, at any former turne, by any
of bis royal progenitors."

The fulsorne fiattery otf this fanciful
etyxnology of the narne of -this court is
quite equalled by another wvriter, wboae
wvork, West's Symlboleograpliy, was pub-
lished in the saie reign, about the turne
of the settlement of this court ."I The
dignity of this court is such and s0 great
as no other l<ingdom bath evercreated the
like, being without pair or eqtial." Hie
refers to the hours of tbe day wben its
sittings are lield, ordinarily froin ninie to,
eleven o'clock, and speaks also of the
wirlidows and stars in the roof as giving
rise to its naine, and then adds : lYet,
eiablexnatically, they reseniblo the body
of the judges of that court, consisting of
pesn of grcat cîninence, being the prin-
cipal men of the two great estates of this
kiligdoin, the lords spiritual and temporal,
the bead of wbicb bodie ia our sovereign
lord the king, who, wvhen hie pleaseth,
sittetb there in bis own person. But ini
bis absence these judges doe censure and
deterinine ail causes there depending, by
xnajority of voices, deriving their light
and autbority from. bis xnajesty, s the

t stars from. the sun." Nonsense like this
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