
they thcn j)3ss and repass It %vithoîit any furthcr apparent notice. Again
Mihen freshi piants arc piaced iii an aquarium, they mvil wî in and out
of thern in every direction as if to satisfy themsclves that they arc
reaiiy plants. Another curiaus thing that 1 have noticed is that, when
fresh clean sand is deposited in one spot, thqy are very fond of balancing
themnselves over It in an almost peri)endicLIlar poEîtion, draiving in, by
suction, a mouthfui of it, which they convey to another spot and there
deposit it, carrying on this operation tii! quite a qu.rntity of the sand
hias bccn rernoved. This apparentiy curious habit I attril)ute to their
propensity for prep)ý.rIng in thecir naturat condition, a fitting repository
for their spawn.

Whether Fish have taste or flot, is I think past our comprehension
but I amn inciined to the idea th-it they have for vec ail know that wvhen
one bait faits to attract, another will often prove attractive, and the only
reason one can naturaiiy assign for thar is that it is one more suited to
their taste.

I shouid like to say sornethingx about the diseases to which Fish,
pent up in acquaria, seen- subject, but although 1 have suffered froiw
tim'e to time by apptarent epidem',cs, I arn not able to pronounce any
deductions fromi these losses. Only this winter I record the toss, one
after another, of sorne 12 or 14 intnowvs whichi I obtained in October
iast, and 'vhichi remained thoroughlly strong and iively tili the early part
of January, when they cornrnienced to sicken and die twvo or three a day
tilt the whole disappeared. The wvater wvas reguiarly changed and they
wvere properly fed, but sorne evident epidernic had Laken possession of
the shoal, as happens arnong the human race. Tfhe symptoins were an
apparent enlargenâ.nt of the head, wvith hrotrusion of the gis, and loss
of cotor in the tact end of the b dy. The air bladder wvas evidently
affected as they first kept on the surface, then Lost their power of bat-
ancing thernsetves and wîthin twventy-four hours, died. Two small
rninnowvs wvhich have occupied the aquarium since the previous winter
escaped, and are stili alive.

I have noticed that in a majority of the deaths am-ongst rny Goidfish,
a pccutiar fungus-tîke growth covers the gis, sometimes both, sornetirnes
onty one gi. This seernis to cýorne on in the hast stage as it does flot

show %vhcn they first sicken. 1'le earXy syrnptorns are violent rcsthess-


